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Dear Prospective Colleague,
 
Thank you for considering whether God may be calling you to this role.  
 
St Mary, Merton is an important parish in the Archdeaconry of Lambeth.  It is in a beautiful setting with a well-kept historical building and a fine organ.  The church serves a relatively affluent area compared with the Borough of Merton as a whole, which has significant inequalities of life expectancy and other health indicators.  The Deanery, which covers the Borough, is very supportive though characterised by a breadth of Anglican tradition. 
 
In the Diocese, we are encouraging greater local cooperation between neighbouring parishes.  There has recently been a positive meeting of the PCCs of four churches in Merton Deanery serving the areas of Merton Park, Raynes Park and Motspur Park, south of the main Waterloo railway line.  The churchwardens of all four parishes are meeting together to explore how to develop this further.  I would like the next incumbent to be someone who will encourage greater cooperation between the churches by working across the PCCs and agreeing an exciting and life-giving vision that will bless the community and make Christ known to this generation.   

A commitment to choral music is a hallmark of the parish. The church has a long history of excellence in music for worship, which has seen considerable growth in reaching out to young people as they have joined the choir.  However, there is a need also to help people grow in confidence as disciples – as there is in other parts of the Diocese too.  
 
You will find a congregation that is highly supportive and ready to use their expertise for the ministry of the church.  You don’t need to be in a hurry but should rather commit to the people and place for a number of years, taking time to get to know the community and listening to God’s prompting as to what this ‘new season’ might bring.   
 
You will work imaginatively and courageously with the congregation to help discern how it will connect with those who are currently distant from the Church.  The answers to such questions are not straightforward or obvious.  Therefore, a willingness to try new things, to take calculated risks, to fail and try again, all the while trusting in God who is faithful, will definitely come in handy.  
 
Meanwhile, I commit to being alongside the new vicar and the people of St Mary’s, listening, praying and journeying with you in the service of the gospel.  
 
For the right person, this is an incredibly exciting and worthwhile role.  Might it be you? 
 
My prayers for you in your discernment, 
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