
 

 

Words of Welcome to Church of England, Birmingham  
 
Thank you for showing an interest in a post within this Diocese. 
 
 This is an exciting time for Church of England Birmingham, as we seek 
to share the good news of Jesus in the West Midlands and pursue our 
vision of a Transforming Church in order to see growing churches at the 
heart of each community. 
 
To give some context to our city and region, Birmingham is the UK’s second city, is super-
diverse, and has the youngest urban population in one of the most lively, diverse and creative 
city regions. As a diocese, Church of England Birmingham (CofEB) was founded in 1905, is 
geographically small but densely populated, covering an area of nearly 300 square miles and 
includes parishes in Birmingham and parts of Solihull, Sandwell, Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire, and often to people’s surprise, our rural parish communities make up 15% of 
our family. 
 
Birmingham is the ‘poorest’ CofE diocese (based on IMD rankings) but also one of the most 
generous (based on giving as % of income). We are recognised for being innovative, making 
good use of scarce resources, which resonates with the character of Birmingham being known 
as the ‘city of a thousand trades’. 
 
Churches in our Diocese embrace a wide spectrum of traditions from evangelical and 
Catholic, liberal to conservative and choral to charismatic in their outlook on mission and 
ministry. I am committed to ensuring that all can find a home, and flourish alongside lay and 
ordained colleagues within Church of England Birmingham. 
 
Finally, thank you for showing interest in this post, and I hope the profile provides all the 
information you need. Be assured of my prayers as you discern whether this might be the role 
and region to which God is calling you. Please pray for Church of England Birmingham as we 
seek to witness to Christ and see lives, families and communities transformed by the power of 
the Spirit and to the glory of God. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

 
 
The Rt Revd Dr Michael Volland 
Bishop of Birmingham 


