General Profile for the Over Wyre Group of Parishes
1.
General Information
Diocese: Blackburn.

Archdeaconry: Lancaster.

Deanery: Garstang.
The Over Wyre Benefice has been recently formed from 2 historic Benefices:

· The Benefice of Stalmine St. James with Pilling St. John the Baptist and Eagland Hill St. Mark

· The Waterside Benefice of Hambleton Blessed Virgin Mary, Out Rawcliffe St. John the Evangelist,                              
Preesall St. Oswald
It became a single, united, benefice on 1 January 2020.
2.
The parish group setting
Over Wyre is the collective name given to a group of villages in Lancashire, situated on the Fylde, to the north and east of the River Wyre. The five parishes are centered around the villages of Hambleton, Out Rawcliffe, Stalmine, Preesall, Knott End-on-Sea, Pilling and Eagland Hill. Farming in its various forms is an obvious feature of Over Wyre, together with some tourism and light industry. The Over Wyre population is approximately 12,500.  There is a more relaxed pace of life Over Wyre. It is a low crime area and a comfortable place to live, though it is not without pockets of social problems and poverty. There are extended families that have lived locally for generations, especially within the farming communities. The many caravan/holiday home parks that are found in the area help to generate a sizeable population of retired folk who choose to make a permanent move to the area. All of the villages work hard to maintain their communities, traditions and ways of life. Whilst this is refreshing in the face of the fast-paced modern day culture and lifestyle that is experienced elsewhere, it brings challenges to ministry and visioning against a backdrop of some reticence to change. The parish church, its witness and work, in all of the villages, is still respected and valued by many in the community, something that is not always reflected by statistics.  It is also worth noting that, as a percentage of the population, church attendance in these villages is much higher than in the towns of deaneries such as Poulton and Blackpool.
There are several Over Wyre residential and nursing homes served by the parishes.

Crown Green Bowling is the national sport of Over Wyre with every village having at least one bowling green (Pilling has three)! Knott End boasts a fine golf links. Knott End also has a good selection of shops and other amenities. There are cafes, social clubs, pubs and eateries across the area. Over Wyre is generally flat and good for cycling and walking. The scenery by the River Wyre and along the beach from Knott End to Pilling and beyond is beautiful and peaceful, with stunning views across Morecambe Bay to the Lake District mountains. The coastal and rural wildlife attracts many people, especially birdwatchers.

There are regular bus services connecting the area to Poulton-le-Fylde, Blackpool, Fleetwood, Lancaster and beyond. There is  a regular ferry service connecting Knott End and Fleetwood.

3.
The Parishes

All five parishes operate out of a central tradition and have Eucharist and the Bible at the heart of their prayer and worship. Stalmine St. James is a more Spirit-led worshipping community, yet still caters for the more traditional. Pilling St. John the Baptist is the only one that has an active Sunday School at present but plans are being made for another in Preesall. Music remains a strong focus with Preesall, Hambleton, Stalmine, and Pilling churches all having robed choirs. A choral group and organist combine to serve Out Rawcliffe.

All five parishes support the ordination of women and encourage the ministry and leadership of women and men, ordained and lay.  
Sunday Services:
Stalmine St. James: 

1st & 3rd Sunday
09.00 Lay-led Morning Worship 



10.30 Holy Communion
2nd Sunday

10.30 All-age, lay – led, Morning Worship
4th Sunday

10.30 Lay-Led Morning Worship



17.30 Holy Communion

Pilling St. John the Baptist: 
1st Sunday

10.30 Youth-led Holy Communion

2nd Sunday

10.30 Morning Prayer (Lay-led) 



17.00 C.R.E.W. (Informal worship in Hall for over 11s)

3rd Sunday

10.30 Holy Communion & Sunday School 

4th Sunday

10.30 Morning Worship (Lay-led)

Eagland Hill St. Mark: 

1st Sunday

09.00 Holy Communion 
3rd Sunday

09.00 Holy Communion 

Preesall St. Oswald: 

1st & 3rd Sunday
08.30 Holy Communion (CW Order 1 Traditional Language)




10.30 Morning Worship (Lay-led)

2nd & 4th Sunday
08.30 Morning Prayer (Lay-Led)



10.30 Holy Communion

Hambleton Blessed Virgin Mary (BVM): 

1st & 3rd Sunday 
08.30 Holy Communion (BCP)



10.30 Morning Prayer/Worship (Lay-led) 
2nd Sunday

10.30 Holy Communion
4th Sunday

10.30 Youth-led Holy Communion

Out Rawcliffe St. John the Evangelist: 

1st & 3rd Sunday
09.30 Morning Prayer/Worship (Lay-led)

2nd & 4th Sunday 
09.30 Holy Communion

On the 5th Sunday of the month all 5 parishes come together for a joint Holy Communion service at a different church on a rota basis
Weekday Services:
Stalmine St. James: 
Monday 

18.30 Evening Prayer (Lay-led) 
Pilling St. John the Baptist: 
Thursday 

19.00 Holy Communion  
Preesall St. Oswald: 
Monday 

08.30 Morning Prayer (Lay-led) 

Wednesday 

14.30 Holy Communion 
Holy Days: services in the parishes as announced 

Occasional Offices: Over Wyre parishes combined celebrate (approx.) 80 Funerals, 30 Burials of ashes, 

13 Weddings and 50 Baptisms per year.
Team members:
CLERGY
Rev Andy Shaw Vicar and full-time SM

Rev Naomi Barraclough Associate Pioneer Minister SM (Maternity leave from 29 December 2019)
The parishes are also blessed by six clergy with Permission to Officiate who live locally and give generously of their time when availability and health allow
LAY 
Nicola Smith is a licensed Reader 

12 lay people have been commissioned as Local Lay Worship Leaders
Organisations and Outreach:

Lay led Bible Study groups and Prayer groups in Preesall and Stalmine

Parochial organisations:     Mothers' Union (3 Branches)




       Girls' Friendly Society (1 Branch)




       Faith in Action 




       Parent & Toddler group (Stalmine & Out Rawcliffe)


 

       

       Adult Literacy and Numeracy classes 




       Dancing for All 




       Lyrics & Lunch Fortnightly social for people with dementia and their carers 

Schools: There are three church schools in the Group 

· Fleetwood's Charity Church of England Primary School (Preesall) (115 on roll)

· Pilling St. John's Church of England Primary School (110 on roll)

· St. Aidan's Church of England High School (800 on roll). St Aidan's takes students from parishes on 
both sides of the River Wyre.
St. James parish enjoys a good relationship with Stalmine County Primary school and Rev Dyllis Dickinson is a governor.  St. James also provides a governor for Carter’s Charity Primary School in Preesall.
Efforts continue to foster closer links with Hambleton Academy Primary School.

The vicar of the Group is an ex-officio governor at St. Aidan's Church of England High School and is Vice Chair of the Governing Body there. The parishes provide 4 foundation governors to St Aidan’s.
The vicar is also a Governor at St. John's Church of England Primary School, Pilling.  St. John the Baptist's parish provides the foundation governors there.  
St. Oswald's parish provides the foundation governors for Preesall Fleetwood’s Charity Church of England School and the vicar is a trustee of the school.
Work continues to improve school/parish links and explore new opportunities for building Christian community.

Youth: C.R.E.W. (Chat, Relax, Eat & Worship) meets in Pilling on the second Sunday of every month except December and August.  This is an informal worship event for those aged 11 & over and draws people from all 5 parishes.  Currently 7/8 young people attend each month.  
St. Oswald's Dramatists (SODS) is a thriving amateur dramatic group that celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2019. It attracts young people of all ages from Over Wyre and beyond who learn performing arts skills. They perform a number of productions each year to sell-out crowds. The young people and adults are also tutored to sit LAMDA exams.

Ecumenism: Preesall and Pilling parishes enjoy good relationships with the other denominations in the areas, and participate in Churches Together meetings and services.

General: All of the parishes enjoy a good level of respect and continue to play an important role in the life of their local communities. Numerous parishioners contribute to the wider life of the Over Wyre community, 
4.
Vision and Priorities
Though newly formed, this benefice has been operating as an informal group for a few years.  It  is maturing steadily and making good progress.  One major improvement has been a quarterly combined service.  This takes the form of the main Sunday, Holy Communion, service on the 5th Sunday of the month and rotates around the 5 parishes.  The parishes work well together and the vision and hope is that this will continue to develop as they share their knowledge, skills, expertise and best practice with each other.

There remains an obvious concern for the future and well-being of the parishes in respect of ageing congregations, but we are committed to finding ways of promoting and enabling discipleship, mission and growth so as to foster a positive outlook.

All the parishes are mindful of the need to develop appropriate plans and strategies that are relevant to the Over Wyre area as a whole, yet also to the circumstances and needs of the individual parishes.  The parishes are so different in demography and topology that the balance between Group and Parish identity needs to be carefully maintained.  We eagerly and tirelessly listen to our communities and seek to find relevant, faithful, and new ways of being church as we seek to live up to the Diocesan Vision of Healthy churches transforming communities.
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