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Welcome to the new benefice of  

Soberton, Newtown 
and Hambledon 

We promise you the warmest of welcomes and our full support. 

We worship together in our local community, seeking to bring people of all ages to Christ through our 
work and witness. 
 
Strengthened by our faith, using our care, skills and time, we proclaim the good news of God’s love. 
 
The joint benefice of Soberton and Newtown has been merged with the Parish of Hambledon and this 
is an exciting challenge for a new priest to explore mission partnerships and opportunities to bring 
together our committed and enthusiastic teams. 

Parish Profile 
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The Meon Valley 

The three parishes lie approximately 10 miles north of Portsmouth in the Meon Valley. The 
newly expanded benefice of Soberton, Newtown and Hambledon is in the South Downs 
National Park and is an area of great natural beauty. Bordered to the west by the River 
Meon and the A32 from Fareham to Alton, our active rural villages lie 

• 25/30 minutes from Portsmouth and the Diocesan Office 
• 20 minutes from the market town of Petersfield. 
• 30 minutes from each of the Cathedral Cities of Portsmouth and Winchester 
• With direct trains from Petersfield to London Waterloo (70mins) 

 
 

There is a lot to do, to share and to be involved in for a new priest and their family 
in all three of the villages.  

St Peter’s, Soberton 

Holy Trinity, Newtown 

St Peter & St Paul’s, 

Hambledon 
Soberton 

Newtown 

Hambledon 
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Our parishes are very similar. They comprise small clusters of houses with fields or woodland in between and are 
connected principally by narrow country lanes. The villages are surrounded by several small hamlets which are included in 
the benefice. Properties date from the fifteenth century to the present day and include many listed buildings. 
 
The total population of Soberton and Newtown parishes is about 1,640 with Hambledon hovering around 950 souls. 
Historically they were dominated by agriculture, but with substantial connections with the Royal Navy arising from the 
proximity of the Portsmouth naval base. These connections continue in the parishes but increasingly those in business, 
medical and other professions are making their homes here and working in the Solent area or commuting to London, or 
working from home several days a week. 
 
There is little public transport provision in the area but there are community buses with volunteer drivers providing 
shopping excursions, so maintaining a vital connection between the Meon Valley villages along the A32, with larger towns 
and cities such as Fareham, Winchester, Petersfield and Chichester. 
 
This is a desirable location and house prices tend to reflect this. The population, therefore, is a mix of long standing 
residents, many of whom are retired, together with younger working people. There are several small estates peppered 
throughout which successfully combine private, social, council and affordable contemporary housing. Recently, there has 
been a welcome influx of young, professional families and while many of them may not be regular worshippers in our church 
they form the pivotal hub of our villages going forward and they do like to know that church is there.  

    Soberton, Newtown and Hambledon 
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St Peter’s, Soberton 

This historic church is Grade 1 listed and dates 
from the early 13th Century, when the chancel 
and part of the nave were built. The south 
transept, known as the Curl Chapel, was built in 
1270 and houses some of the earliest and most 
important wall paintings that remain in the 
Meon Valley.  It also contains a remarkable 
plinth supported by three carved human heads 
on which a statue of the Virgin Mary probably 
rested in pre-reformation days and dates from 
about 1300.  The chancel and chancel arch 
were rebuilt in the 14th century along with 
further additions to the church, notably the 
present tower which was built in the 16th 
century. 

Since the 2011/12 quinquennial, death watch 
beetle found in some timbers has been treated 
and repairs completed; the heating system has 
been replaced with under-pew heaters and new 
LED lights installed.  In the south transept, there 
is movement in the walls with a crack currently 
under review for repair.  The church, however  
is loved and cared for by many in the village 
and has both character and charm.  

After many years of fundraising a new suite 
of rooms sympathetically designed to fit with 
the ancient church was completed in 2010.  
It includes a main room with seating for 45, 
an office with communication facilities, a 
kitchen and WC facilities accessible by all.  
The extension has proved an invaluable asset 
to the church life at St Peter’s providing 
space after church services for coffee and 
conversation.  It is used by the ROCS 
children’s group and by other groups for 
church-linked and wider community events 
such as the History Society, Film Club, 
Deanery meetings and on occasions the 
Parish Council.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The church has a peal of eight bells (also 
dating back to pre-Reformation days) and a 
dedicated team of bell ringers who ring for 
each service; visiting bell ringers also practise 
at the church and the bells can be heard 
across the valley. 

 
The church yard at St Peter’s surrounds the 
church and is approximately 1.5 acres with 
tombstones dating back to the late 17th 
Century. It contains many fine trees and is 
well maintained by a team of dedicated and 
hard-working volunteers.  There are family 
tombs and a mausoleum although space for 
burials is now limited. 
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Holy Trinity, Newtown 

Holy Trinity church was built in 1849 and is 
constructed of stone and flint work. The 
church has a single bell in an external tower 
on the west roof with a Celtic cross on the 
east roof. The Celtic cross had been missing in 
living memory, however, a very old 
photograph of the church (circa 1900) shows 
the cross so it was replaced some years ago.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The church is entered via a porch with 
external oak doors. The interior of the church 
is simple, with washed walls, a timber 
roof and wooden pews. Seating capacity for 
the congregation is 150, but this can be 
expanded for larger services. Choir stalls have 
been removed to allow more flexibility in our 
worship and a larger area for coffee at the 
back of the church. 

The churchyard is a beautiful and tranquil area 
and includes the development of 
a consecrated Peace Garden for 
the interment of cremated 
remains which has been made 
available to all those with a
connection with the parish as well as those 
living in the area. Maintenance is undertaken 
by private contractors living in the parish. 

The vicar’s vestry is on the north wall near 
the east end of the church, with the door 
entering the chancel. A new lighting system 
with various settings enhances worship for
different services. A bio loo, separately 
housed, is sited in the churchyard near to 
the church. 

There is a stone font at the rear of the church. 
The pipe organ was acquired, refurbished and 
installed in 1997. Pipes are housed at the west
end of the church on an elevated platform and 
the instrument is played at the south wall, 
before the chancel step. Beneath the organ 
platform is the choir robing area with a small 
kitchenette as well as the plant room for the 
warm air heating system.  
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This improvement is part of a much wider and 
more ambitious opportunity to re-order the west 
end of the church to provide modern 
administrative facilities, a meeting room, toilet 
and kitchen facilities. To assist with this project 
we have asked the advice of the notable 
architect Ptolemy Dean. This is an exciting 
project which is being undertaken with great 
care and sensitivity. The new vicar’s leadership in 
promoting this development will be a key 
objective. 
 
 
 
The fabric of the church is in good order. Major 
roof repairs were completed in 2004, with the 
energetic and generous financial support of the 
whole community. A recent quinquennial survey 
has not revealed any significant problems. The 
fabric of the church is kept under constant 
review by a team of experienced members from 
the congregation who report directly to the PCC. 
Indeed, much of the routine maintenance is 
expertly carried out by them. The churchyard is 
also reviewed regularly and well maintained.  

An array of table top 
tombs and headstones surround this most 
peaceful church and churchyard setting. Inside 
you can observe two chancel arches and a 
double nave rather than the usual one.  The 
church guide talks of the “arcading in the old 
walls of the Saxon church” and the Norman 
arches as having “massive presence”.  Slightly 
more recent (1960s) is the elaborate organ loft 
and chancel roof, painted in the medieval style 
and overseen by Dykes Bower.   
 
The spiritual life of the church was 
strengthened in 2000 by the creation of the 
Millennium Chapel of The Good Shepherd in 
the north west corner of the outer nave. 
Smaller services are often taken here or in the 
chancel.  
 

In 2013/14 the outer nave was reorganized to 
provide a welcome area and an information 
centre, together with a soft play area for our 
younger members. Children love playing here 
and really enjoy taking ownership of this space 
during the services. 

St Peter & St Paul, 
Hambledon 

https://www.hambledonchurch.co.uk/history/
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Soberton & Newtown 
Monthly Sunday services prior to the vacancy and interim priest included: 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s  with   10.00am  Joint Benefice 
Communion service at St Peter’s or Holy Trinity or  
9.30am  Holy Trinity Parish Communion  with activities for children and 
11.00am  St Peter’s Parish Communion 
Once a month 11.00am   Matins at St Peter’s 
ROCS (children’s group) meet on the first Sunday Joint Benefice Communion 
at St Peter’s. 
 
Currently during the vacancy, there is no 8.00am BCP service at St Peter’s.  
Matins continues monthly.  The expectation is for a communion service to 
be held at St Peter’s or Holy Trinity every Sunday with additional and special 
services as often as possible. 

Hambledon 
Sundays  8.00am Communion and 10.30am service plus Evensong at 6.30pm 
Each has a carefully considered balance between BCP and Common Worship 
Services.  
 
Most months in term time there is a short family service at 10am designed 
to attract families and other adults who enjoy stories, drama, songs and 
prayer delivered in an informal way at the back of church,  
followed by Matins at 11am.  
 
We have felt that our pattern of worship has been central to the success of 
our parish life. See copy of The Hambledonian (parish magazine) for details. 

    Services 

Annual and Festival Services: (held in each church or as a joint service) 

 
Advent Carol Service,     Nine Lessons and Carols Service,    Nativity Service,
Christmas Eve Midnight Communion,     Christmas Day,    Candlemas,  
Christingle,  Ash Wednesday,    Mothering Sunday,   Palm Sunday,  Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday,        Pentecost,        Harvest Thanksgiving,     
Trinity Sunday and Feast of St Peter  (Patronal Festivals)
All Saints’ Day,     Commemoration of All Souls,      Remembrance Sunday 
 

Special Events for Children and their families 

 

There are special events organized for children and their families during the year 
eg.  Christmas workshops at St Peter’s; Good Friday workshops at Holy Trinity; 
Christingle at Hambledon and Newtown; Messy Church 
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Readers support the worshipping community in many ways. 
 
All churches are well cared for by a dedicated team of parishioners from both the church membership and wider village 
who provide cleaning, flower arranging, bell ringing, churchyard maintenance and coffee after the services.  Our 
churches place a high priority on welcoming newcomers and nurturing and supporting existing worshippers. 
 
Newtown and Hambledon have two Church Wardens whilst Soberton has one. Hambledon has a verger. There is a 
team of servers, lay chalice assistants and lesson readers in all churches. Members of the congregation lead 
intercessions.  Each of the three parishes has its own Parochial Church Council (PCC) and all comply with current Data 
Protection and Safeguarding procedures. The PCCs meet regularly: Hambledon monthly (except in August), Soberton 
PCC and Newtown PCC each meet four times a year, plus APCMs in April. 
 
The Church Wardens head a large number of dedicated volunteers. We have a team of pastoral volunteers who keep 
in touch with anyone who is sick or unwell in the village. We also have an effective “Good-Neighbour” support 
network, particularly for newcomers to the village and our involvement and joint social events with villagers are 
enjoyed by many, whether church-goers or not.  
 
The Vicar's spiritual ministry will be supported significantly by four Readers across the new benefice plus a Reader-in-
training. Some have their own home groups. The Readers also lead much of the week-day morning prayer and Sunday 
non-eucharistic services. They also play a central role in home and hospital visits. 

Bell Tower: At Hambledon, the church bells are rung at all mid-morning and festival 
services, and weddings (if requested). There is a full band of loyal and regular ringers, 
headed up by our Captain who has been with us for 28 years. She has taught a great 
many people how to ring the bells well; some of them were young children, who have 
now gone on to pursue their own careers but - they enjoy coming back to ring for their 
Captain! At Soberton, the bells are also rung by a dedicated team for Sunday services 
and for weddings and special events as requested.  

    Ministry Teams 
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Engaging with our villages is central to the activities of all three of our churches: it is essential for us to be at the centre of village life. To achieve this, 
we have adapted to preserve some of the traditional forms of worship, whilst introducing more modern approaches and reach out into the 
community in supportive ways.  
 

Welcome - One of our natural strengths is that there is always a warm welcome given to all coming to the services or events, whether regular 
attendees or newcomers. There is coffee and biscuits after each service to encourage personal contact and friendship. 
 

Study groups - Benefice Lent and Advent courses are held annually providing the opportunity for study and prayer during the year. There are also 
small bible-based study groups held in a member’s home. 
 

Baptisms, Weddings, and Funerals - This is an active ministry with 1-4 weddings annually in each church and funerals are held as needed. 
Baptisms are often held within the main service, although some are arranged privately. 

 

  Visiting the sick. The Reader in Soberton currently visits those in need. In Hambledon, the Pastoral Care Team 
supports the community and all comply with the Diocesan Safeguarding Policy. Readers regularly give 
communion by extension to house-bound parishioners as part of their pastoral care. 
 

Music - There are two well established choirs which increase in number on an ad hoc basis by calling on 
the musical talent in the area for special services or events.  Organists play regularly at all three churches 
accompanying hymns, psalms and liturgical responses. Hymns are mostly traditional although we enjoy 
worship songs and different styles to suit different occasions!  
 
Our love of music as a medium for bringing people together is shown in the range of concerts held 
and visitors hosted at the churches: Her Majesty’s Band of the Royal Marines at Hambledon, 

Portsmouth Cathedral Choir at Soberton, Winchester School Quiristers at Hambledon. St Peter 
and St Paul’s Hambledon would also like to become established as a setting for excellent 

artistic displays and classical and religious music in a way that meshes the spirit of what 
church means with the aspirations and enjoyment of the village community. 

    Our Churches in the Community 



10 

Soberton Lunch club  A lunch is available prepared by a team from the churches for anyone living in Soberton and Newtown parishes . This is held at 
the Church Rooms in Soberton. Up to 30 people attend; it is popular and encourages links between church and the villagers. 

 

Fêtes - A remarkable feature of the life of the villages is the two church fêtes. On the last Saturday in May, the Newtown fête has 
been held for many years, in the lovely grounds and garden of Meonwood. The Soberton fête is held on the last Saturday in June 
on the grounds of St Peter’s and on the Church Green. Both are superbly organized and involve a large number of church 
members and villagers in the preparation and on the day, with many entertaining features to appeal to visitors. They attract 
many people (up to 1000) from the local area and further afield resulting in substantial sums being raised for both churches 
(each raising over £13,000). We are very proud of our fêtes, not just for the sums raised but because they bring our whole village 
communities together. The buoyant, cheerful atmospheres are evidence of enjoyment for all. 
 

Friends of St Peter’s (FoSP). Although the main objective of the Friends is to raise money to support the fabric of the old 
church, and they succeed in doing this, an important aspect is that villagers are drawn into the church or its rooms as a part of the 
Friends’ activities. 
 

Stitch and Chatter. This is held monthly and welcomes people from the community and surrounding villages to knit or sew and 
take part in creative projects such as making an Aran throw (raffled at St Peter’s fête),  items for the FoSP annual Bring and Buy Sale 
and clothing made and sent to charities. New projects are always on the go.  
 

Icon painting. Led by a parishioner icon painter, courses and meetings are held in the church and church room attracting people 
from within Hampshire, and beyond. The courses bring in considerable and much needed funds and increasingly are defining St 
Peter's as a Centre for Sacred Art. 
 

Soberton & Newtown Children’s week. 
In August each year, 70-80 children of all ages meet daily for a week on the Recreation Ground - and around - for fun and 

games. Teenagers support each group in a supervisory role, with parent volunteers, members of the church congregation 
and villagers also helping out. Each year there is a theme and a ‘big-build’ of junk modelling, with each group’s creation 

displayed around the village streets for several weeks after the event. Every day, we sing, share a picnic outdoors, 
make all sorts of crafty things and mid-week we go on an outing linked to our theme. The local Scout Troop support 

the Children’s Week trail held at Meonwood on the Thursday. Children give a presentation to their families in 
church on the Friday evening, to celebrate all they’ve done and experienced. The week has been run by the 

churches for the children of the parishes for over forty years and is always oversubscribed! 

   Outreach - Soberton & Newtown 



11 

ROCS - On the first Sunday of the month at the Benefice service at St Peter’s, a children’s group is held in the church room run by parents of the 
children and other adults.  Children have teaching linked to the lectionary and join the service at the end to share their work.   

 

Sobertots – This group for mothers/carers and toddlers meets every Tuesday at the Guide Hut on Soberton Heath.  It is open to all and attracts on 
average between 6-11 adults and 8-15 children each week. The theme of each session alternates between play and music with snacks provided for the 
children (while adults appreciate the croissants and coffee!).  It is run nearly every week of the year and is open to older siblings during school 
holidays.  There are guest sessions and special social events arranged too.  It is a thriving group and great outreach as most do not have a strong 
connection to the Church.  A challenge is to ensure contacts are maintained once children leave to go to pre-school. 

 

Christmas and Easter Workshops - A real strength of the benefice is the number of skilled people, often church members, who are willing 
to undertake workshops for children, teaching them, and sharing new skills in making or doing things – and having a lot of fun! The Good 
Friday children’s workshop includes making the Easter Garden and learning about the Easter Story, finishing with a short service of prayer 
and reflection. At Christmas, the children make church decorations as well as Christmas inspired creations to take home. The workshop 
ends with a short service in the church and lunch for adults and children and often includes preparation for the hugely popular Nativity 

Service on Christmas Eve which involves many of the local children and families. 

 

Outreach - Parish Magazine - Every other month a very professional magazine is produced and hand 
delivered free to every household in both villages, with reports and news of forthcoming events. The 
incumbent writes a forward for each edition. The magazine was started by the churches many years ago 
and allows the churches to promote activities and services very prominently. This can also be viewed 
online (click the link  here.) 

 

Outreach - Website The website http://www.sobertonchurch.org.uk     or 
 http://www.newtownchurch.org.uk     has been established and maintained by a church 

member. We would like to develop this for good communication within the benefice and 
further afield. 

   Outreach - Soberton & Newtown (cont.) 

http://www.sobertonchurch.org.uk/news/
http://www.sobertonchurch.org.uk/soberton/
http://www.sobertonchurch.org.uk/newtown/
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We believe we are the first registered Dementia Friendly church in Hampshire. We welcome and offer support to carers and those 
with dementia. 

 

Our coffee and Cake drop-in on Thursday mornings is a welcome stop for parents and toddlers after dropping off the children at 
school. 

 

We maintain a friendly link and give financial support to our inner city local link parish of St Michael and All Angels, Paulsgrove and 
we try to attend each other's services when we can. 
 

Lent and Charity soup lunches raise awareness for our outreach programme and we aim to donate the equivalent of 10% of our 
annual planned giving to the registered charities we support. (The full list is on the church notice-board.) 
 

We have run very successful Saturday clubs and holiday clubs in the past. These could easily be re-invented if suitably qualified 
young parents could be found to run them. There is certainly a band of eager children in the village with time in the summer 
holidays! 
 

The Hambledonian is an award winning church-owned community magazine. It is delivered free to every household in the village. 
In the magazine you will see that there are many proactive clubs and groups with lots of opportunities to join in. Horticultural 
spring and summer shows, French twinning, Scouts and Cubs, Tennis, Art, WI, Walking, History, Bird Watching, Drama, The Winter 
Film Club, Scottish Dancing and a Folk Group are just a few which come to mind.  

 

The village actively raises money for The Rowans Hospice. There have been some very convivial summer BBQs in the vicarage 
gardens! “Bring and share food” was the order of the day, with everyone helping to prepare, wash-up and clear up afterwards.  

 

The well-used tennis court on the glebe land, neighbouring the vicarage, gives a good opportunity for engagement with 
parents and children, as does the annual fireworks event which is held close by. 

  Outreach - Hambledon 
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Soberton and Newtown are two distinct villages, but the parish community share their history, traditions, lifestyles, facilities and 
talents. There are many shared facilities:  the two churches plus an infant school, a pre-school, three public houses, two village 

halls, a recreation ground with Guide Hut, cricket pavilion, children’s play area and a skateboard park. A satellite Post Office 
operates in Newtown, but most main services (Post Office, medical facilities, shops) are in Droxford and Wickham. 

 

The Village Halls 
We are very fortunate to have two very well-maintained village halls: Rookesbury Hall Newtown
(capacity 120), Soberton Village Hall (capacity 160 with a stage), both of which are great assets to the 
community and the churches. 
 

Village Organisations 
There are activities for all age groups in the villages including the Ladies’ Group and Men’s Dining Club, 
the Local History Society, the Conservation Group, the Soberton Players (Drama and Music Group) and 
Table Tennis Club. Brownies and Guides meet in Soberton Heath Guide Hut weekly, whilst Cubs and 
Scouts meet in our neighbouring village of Droxford in the Meon Bridge Benefice; both support special 
church events during the year. 
 

The 3Ps 
St Peter’s Parish Planners- the 3Ps - was formed in 1975 by the Revd Roger Moseley to engage the wider 
population in the parish by organising social events linked to the church. It soon evolved into a group 
representative of both parishes to encourage the villages to enjoy a more cohesive link together. 
Although now primarily a secular organisation, the 3Ps is a valuable part of parish life. The organisers are 
drawn from both villages and arrange an annual quiz, tennis tournament and at Christmas time a Carols 
and Christmas Spirit evening of carol singing and contributions from our talented villagers. All these 
events are well supported and enjoyed by people of all ages. They are indicative of the active community 

life in our villages and provide an opportunity for newcomers to feel welcome and included in the area. 
 

Church members are active in many village organisations and in particular  ‘The Good Neighbours Scheme’ which assists the 
elderly and infirm with transport to medical and other appointments. 

 

Public Houses 
Both The White Lion and The Bold Forester pubs are central to the social life of the villages and are community 

focal points for many events. The Travellers’ Rest has also recently re-opened after a change of ownership.  

   Our Villages  - Soberton & Newtown 
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At its northern boundary stands Broadhalfpenny Down (The Cradle of Cricket) and the famous Bat & Ball pub. The Vine is in the centre 
of the village. The country roads around here all feel as though they are linked by footpaths, bridleways cycle routes. 
 

Further points of note are: 
• Hambledon Village Hall + walk-in GP’s surgery, 3 mornings a week 

• 2 children’s play areas and a tennis court – free for parishioners and tuition for children. 
• Youth Hut: venue for Hambledon Pre-school & Folk Club 

• GP Surgery & Health Centre, Post Office & Local Shops in Denmead Village centre (10mins) 
• Main chain supermarkets all within 20 minutes. 
• We also have an excellent village shop which sells most of what you might need and it remains open from 8am until 8pm 

• The cricket club boasts three senior teams and colts, from age 5 upwards which is attracting a lot of village children. 

• Hambledon Hilly fun run over the most beautiful countryside. 

• Working farms and a large vineyard surround the village. 

• Hambledon pre-school meets Monday to Friday from 9am until 3pm 

• Excellent secondary schools within easy reach 

• Church Affiliated Primary School (Ofsted rated Outstanding) is situated opposite the vicarage and is usually  

accessed through the churchyard. It enables really close ties between the 118 children there and our church. 

• There is a new tea-room (The Old Forge) in the village too.  

  
Our Village  - Hambledon 
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NEWTOWN SOBERTON 
INFANT SCHOOL 

  

Hold Hands and Work Together  

Other School Links 
Many families in the Meon Valley send their children to either Newtown Soberton Infant School or 
to Meonstoke CofE Infant school and both feed into Droxford Junior School in the neighbouring 
Bridge Benefice. 

   Our School  - Newtown Soberton Infant School 

Newtown Soberton Infant School has 66 pupils aged 4 to 7 years and is situated next to Holy Trinity Church
Newtown. Our school was judged as ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted in 2010 and has an excellent reputation within the
community. Our catchment area includes the neighbouring villages and a number of our pupils choose to travel 
from outside the catchment area to attend the school. Earlybirds, judged ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted in 2015, is an 
integral Pre-School on the same site as the school and offers places for children aged from 2 years up to school-
age. 
 
The school entered into an Affiliated Schools Partnership Agreement between Holy Trinity Church and the 
Portsmouth Diocese in February 2008 in recognition of the close links that the school has with the church  
 
The school and parents regularly visit Holy Trinity Church for Harvest Festival, Christmas carols and an Easter 
service. The children use the church and its grounds to support their learning as part of the curriculum. We also 
support the annual church fêtes with a country dancing performance. 
 
The school values the relationship with the Priest-in-Charge and warmly welcomes them into school to help with 
reading, to lead school assemblies and enrich the RE curriculum.  
 
The school has a strong ethos of actively encouraging parents and 
the community to work in partnership with the church and the 
staff and governors are keen to develop further the links with the 
church. We look forward to this exciting opportunity of welcoming 
the new Priest-in-Charge into our happy school community. 
 
Mrs Emma Howell Headteacher 

http://www.newtownsoberton.hants.sch.uk/
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Hambledon Primary School is situated almost opposite the Vicarage.  It was judged ‘Outstanding’ 
by Ofsted in 2014.  Since it became a Primary School the numbers have steadily increased to 118. 
 
The children walk through the churchyard every day in term time to get to school, so they feel 
very comfortable with those connections.  Indeed they regularly use part of the Glebeland behind 
the Vicarage for their PE and Sports Events. 
The school and parents enjoy coming to church for Harvest, Easter and Christmas and often they 
attend our festival services too. 
 
The school values the community links.  For example the wife of one of our Readers (who is part of 
the Short Family Service team) regularly leads school assemblies either in church or in school each 
month.  Several members of the village also enjoy going into school to help the children with their 
reading.  There is even a time and talents list held in school for people who are prepared to share 
their talents with the children.  This has included ”wellie walk” visits to farms and gardens, talks 
about explorers, Scottish and Morris dancing as well as watching villagers playing their accordions 
and bag pipes – and that is just some of them!! 
 
The school regularly participate in village events including The Hambledon Hilly, singing 
carols at Christmas to the over 60s lunch club and also to enter their own exhibits into the 
two annual Horticultural Shows. 
 

  
Our School  -  Hambledon Primary School 

  

A village school nurturing individual talent and success. 

http://www.hambledon.hants.sch.uk/
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All three churches are part of the Bishop’s Waltham Deanery, one of eight Deaneries in the Diocese of Portsmouth.  
Our patron is the Bishop of Portsmouth. The Deanery is comprised of 16 parishes and the Deanery synod 

meets 4 times annually with regular chapter meetings and shared events such as the Deanery 
Ascension Service (last held at Meonstoke). This is a lively and concerned Deanery with 
secretaries of the various PCCs meeting up over a soup lunch to share best practice.  
 
During recent years the Area Dean and Lay Chair launched the Deanery Mission Framework 
and ran a ‘Leading your Church into Growth’ (LyCiG) local course which was attended by PCC 
members and other parishioners across the Deanery.  This encouraged growth not only 
numerically but spiritually and through service.  Many ideas for furthering this were generated 
but we await a new incumbent to bring them together. This links well with the Diocesan 
initiative ‘Live-Pray-Serve’ and promoting discipleship is a key element for the benefice.  
 
We look forward to ministerial collaboration across the parish boundaries, particularly with the 
cross-licensing of our new priest with the neighbouring Meon Bridge Benefice. With the added 
benefit of an additional clergy house in this newly formed benefice, further opportunities for 
curate training may arise to enhance the ministry team. 

The Wider Church 
           Parish links through the Deanery include the Hackney Link in the Diocese of London, and our churches                     
                  contribute to providing for the homeless and deprived people in their communities.  We also link with  
                                           Wiawso in Ghana through IDWAL (Inter-diocesan West Africa Link) although this is currently under review  
                                           as new groups are being formed. 
 

Support to Charities 
We support many charities and donate regularly as agreed annually by each PCC. All our churches contribute to The Meon Valley 
Food Bank in line with their weekly wish list. The Royal British Legion holds a Remembrance Service at Hambledon every year and 
at Soberton every two years, alternating with a service at Droxford.  

    The Bishop’s Waltham Deanery 
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In preparing this profile, we have discovered that the parishes of Soberton, Newtown and Hambledon have much in common and 
we look forward to working together and harnessing the wealth of experience that we share. We hope that the opportunities 
offered up as a result of this new union, bring new ways of working which blend, encourage and benefit our thinking. 

 
There are countless opportunities for us to grow and develop while recognising and respecting the certain rootedness which we are 
familiar with. The members of our congregations at the moment are mostly middle-aged and elderly except at major festivals when 
the churches are busy. We long to see our church grow … across all ages. We are looking for a Priest who will move us forward with 
energy, keeping our churches central in the life of the villages and rising to the challenges that this presents. We hope and pray that 
the priest will strengthen our congregations in worship and  will especially deepen our spiritual lives. We see great potential for God’s 
work in our parishes and we look for leadership and encouragement to use the enthusiasm already present in our congregations and 
communities. There are great social changes in the way that people spend their weekends which of course affects their pattern of 
living. We are only too aware that this may be the single biggest challenge for our new vicar. We need to work with these changes and 

review our work going forward - both in terms of our mission, timings, pattern of services and content. That is not to say we should abandon existing 
preferences for familiar or traditional worship, but we do need to communicate with, understand, respect and provide for the needs of a younger 
generation as well. Technology, social media, music and art may all have a big part to play.  

 

OUR PRIEST 

We pray our new priest will ... 

• bring spiritual depth, inspiration and leadership to the parishes 

• grow and encourage our existing ministry teams to develop new and pro-active pathways that will be effective across all ages 

• nurture and develop the full range of worship, music and liturgy expressed in all three churches, being sensitive to our balance of tradition and 
innovation and bringing others alongside 

• able to recognise and harness the gifts of others 

• be someone with proven missional leadership skills 

• engage with the financial issues we all face and be prepared to consider initiatives to address these with the wider community as 
well as with the congregations 

• work with our village schools to inspire children and support young families in their new faith journeys 
 

We offer … 

• our support and encouragement, through prayer and action together 

• a willingness to be receptive to fresh ideas      

• social opportunities and engagement with a proactive community 

• a comfortable home in a peaceful rural setting 

    Our Vision 
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There is an excellent parish office, sited in the church rooms at St Peter’s, Soberton. It is fully equipped with telephone, internet connection and a printer.  
There are parishioners with administrative and IT skills who will be pleased to support the new priest as needed. 
 
There is a Vicarage in Webbs Green, Soberton that is currently housing the curate for the Meon Bridge Benefice. The house is 
mid-way between Newtown and Soberton churches. The vicarage at Webbs Green will transfer to the Portsmouth Diocesan 
Board of Finance and will continue to be held within the Diocese. Its primary use will always be for clergy housing and would be 
used to house a curate for this benefice if one was appointed in the future. 

The vicarage is beautifully situated behind Hambledon church. It is a good, spacious adaptable family home with four bedrooms and two bathrooms. On 
the ground floor there is a large, double-aspect sitting room, study, dining/play room and kitchen. It is currently undergoing a redecoration programme 
inside and out, which will include certain fresh floor coverings and new bathroom suites. 
 
The garden of the vicarage is lovely with far reaching views; the established garden extends to approximately 1/2 acre. It is just two minutes’ walk to the 
village centre.  

    The Vicarage 
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 St Peter’s Church, Soberton: 
Parish Share -        2016: £19,078;      2017: £19,643;      2018:  £19,455 
Income -        2016: £37,903;      2017: £36,894 
Annual expenditure  -  2016: £30,668;     2017: £31,773 
Electoral Roll  2016: 41;                 2017: 44               
 
Estimated costs of building work and maintenance      2017: £4,719;      2018/19: £25,000+ 
There is a modest reserve fund which will be reduced by the current restoration and maintenance project; there is no outstanding debt.   
The church receives a small income from the use of the church rooms and the annual fête is a major fund-raising event (2016: £10,000   2017: over 
£13,000).  As a historic Grade 1 listed building, the cost of building and churchyard maintenance is a demanding responsibility for a small 
community.  

 
Holy Trinity  Church Newtown:    
Parish Share -                2016:  £16,103;     2017:  £16,826;      2018:  £16,018 
Income -                            2016:  £34,684;    2017:  £34,169 
Annual Expenditure       2016:  £25,970;    2017:  £32,068 
Electoral Roll -  2016: 33;                2017: 33                        
 
There are no outstanding debts, and a small reserve fund. 
The annual fête is a very important fund-raising event, currently raising over 40% of the annual income (2017:  £14,000). It will be a 
challenge to continue raising funds to maintain the church fabric and meet expenses and continue with the church’s charitable 
giving. 
 

St Peter & St Paul’s Hambledon:  
Parish Share -                2016:  £58,246;     2017:  £60,412;      2018:  £61,579 
Income -             2016:  £101,758;    2017:  £114,843 
Annual Expenditure      2016:  £97,870;    2017:  £102,345 
Electoral Roll – 2016: 200;                2017: 201             
           
The PCC has agreed to promote the Parish Giving Scheme in 2019. At the moment we need to raise over £100K annually to meet our anticipated 
commitments, including our parish share of just over £62K. This is a significant amount to raise. Last year we achieved a modest surplus but often it is a 
very close-run thing. Our reserves policy seeks to maintain a balance of unrestricted funds which equates to approximately six months running costs. We 
currently maintain reserves in excess of this policy.  

    Statistics 
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St Peter’s Soberton 

Holy Trinity Newtown 

LINKS 
Find out more!   
Please click on the photos or double-click on the tags for links to documents or webpages that will give more information on our parishes and our work. 

St Peter & St Paul 

Hambledon 

Newtown 
Annual Report & 

Financial Statements 

Hambledon 
Receipts & 

Payments analysis 

Hambledon 
Annual Report 

Soberton 
End of Year 

Financial Statement 

Soberton 
End of Year Report 
Financial Statement 

Church 
Handbook 

Soberton 
Annual Report 

http://www.sobertonchurch.org.uk/newtown/
http://www.sobertonchurch.org.uk/soberton/
http://www.hambledonchurch.co.uk/
http://www.sobertonchurch.org.uk/news/
http://www.bridgechurches.org.uk/church-life/the-bridge-magazine/
http://www.newtownsoberton.hants.sch.uk/
http://www.hambledon.hants.sch.uk/
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Foreword
by the Priest-in-Charge of  Hambledon
The Reverend Canon Robin Coutts


Welcome to our ancient and beautiful church.  Over the centuries it has been the focus 
for worship and community in this village.  We hope that this brief  account will give 
you an interesting insight into the changes - architectural, liturgical and social - which 
are revealed in the fabric of  this building.  Amidst the detail you will find references 
to Hambledon’s well known connection with cricket and the less widely known part 
the village played in Britain’s defensive preparations at the time of  the Napoleonic 
wars.  In a more recent conflict, a service was held in this church for the many troops 
stationed in and around the village before they embarked for the D Day landings in 
1944.  More recently still, the church has proved a wonderful setting for raising funds 
for the welfare of  servicemen returning from current conflicts. 


The social history of  Hambledon reflects the historic and economic ups and downs 
of  the countryside.  There was relative prosperity in the middle ages with regular 
commercial fairs, notably at Michaelmas.  Later there was a gradual decline in 
substance and livelihood and it became harder and harder for the village to maintain 
the fabric of  a large church.  Difficulties of  this sort continue today.  But, as this booklet 
tells, the church and community have always come together wonderfully to solve them.  
Recently when the church roof  needed extensive repair and restoration, a desperate 
situation was overcome by common endeavour in just this way. It is a solid tradition, a 
source of  great strength for the future; and it is evident all around you in this historic 
building.


Robin Coutts
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The church of  St Peter and St Paul  
has been here for 1,000 years.  As it stands today it is substantially the church of  1500.  
Many more changes were made to it in the 500 years before then than in the 500 years 
since.  The walls are whitewashed now rather than decorated with paintings, the floor 
is tiled, there are pews of  pitch pine and there is coloured glass in the windows; but the 
view you get of  the interior when you enter from the porch is very much the view that 
would have greeted the pre-Reformation worshipper standing at the door by the holy 
water stoup.  And it is not just the medieval church that you see: the Saxon church is 
still visible inside in the form of  the open space at the rear of  the nave and the walls 
above it, which, though much altered and pierced by the arcades of  around 1180, 
are the original stone walls.  The original Norman chancel arch is still in position too 
- when the church was extended to the east in the 13th century the arch should have 
been cleared away, but perhaps it was thought too good for the skip (plate 1).
 


The History 


Successive expansions in medieval times reflected the increasing importance of  
Hambledon as a commercial centre, and perhaps also increasingly elaborate liturgical 
demands.  Much later William Cobbett, writing around 1830, likened the size of  
Hambledon church to that of  St Andrew’s in his native Farnham, a much bigger town 
by then.  He was not very complimentary about its state - but then he was seldom very 
complimentary about anything.


“A tumble-down and rubbishy place” he famously called it, referring to the village and 
the church in the same breath.  And perhaps it was.  Hambledon itself  had declined 
from “a considerable market town” to a village, for reasons we cannot now identify 
with certainty, and the church had become relatively oversized.  Nevertheless it seems 
to have been well used.  Indeed shortly after Cobbett was writing plans were made to 
increase the seating capacity by about a third to meet demand: there were no free seats 
at all.  In the latter half  of  the 19th century a picture emerges of  rather a cluttered and 
dilapidated place, with box pews and two galleries, and plenty of  whitewash - and not 
much willingness to spend money on maintenance or improvements.  But money was 
needed, because the church was cramped, the fabric (as it turned out) was not secure 
and fashion in worship was changing.


This was what confronted the Reverend Doctor Thomas White when he was appointed 
vicar of  Hambledon in 1874.  An interesting man (see first box), he was a scholar, 
teacher and churchman with an astute business head and much energy.  He evidently 
decided the church had to be restored and he raised £1,700 for the body of  the church, 
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contributing £200 himself, and persuading the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to take 
responsibility for the chancel, as they frequently did in such projects.  The work was 
done in 1876.  (There is a note towards the back of  this booklet suggesting what the 
values of  Victorian sums of  money might be when expressed in today’s pounds.)


It has been fashionable to regret such Victorian restorations, and it is true that not all 
the changes in St Peter’s and St Paul’s are happy ones, judged by the criteria of  today.  
But Dr White’s objective, which he achieved, was clearly to consolidate the structure 
and to strip away the less pleasant accretions of  centuries while introducing modern 
improvements, such as central heating.  So the fact that what you see today is very 
much the church of  1500 is largely down to him.  Indeed later restoration work has 
adopted similar principles.


The Reverend Doctor Thomas White was born in Newcastle in 1829, the son 
of  a printer. He went up to St John’s College, Cambridge in 1848 as a sizar - in other words his 
means being modest, his expenses were met by his college. He was consistently placed in the first 
class, and as a result was awarded a scholarship in 1851. This would have relieved his financial 
anxieties, but it probably did not change his socio-political views. In 1852 he was appointed 
second master at Loughborough Grammar School and six years later he moved to King’s Lynn (then 
Lynn Regis) Grammar School as headmaster, where he remained for sixteen years and was known 
as “Pinkie”. He was lean and long-visaged, and became a Doctor of  Civil and Canon Law in 
1871.


He had been appointed curate of  Denver, Norfolk, in 1864, but accepted the living at Hambledon 
(£700 a year, a rectory and 120 acres of  glebe) in 1874. He brought to Hambledon, as well 
as a wife and perhaps a sister-in-law, the shrewd business sense he had shown when running 
his school in King’s Lynn, which was always over-subscribed. It was doubtless this that enabled 
him to raise considerable sums for the church, not just for the 1876 restoration but also several 
times subsequently, including for the bells and the organ. In this he led by example, contributing 
significant amounts from his own resources. But he seems to have had a dourness about him, and 
a certain chippiness - he wrote about the church and its restoration in the late 1880’s, and he was 
particularly hard on box pews: “It was an evil day when the first pew was erected and treated 
almost as if  it were private property ... One great evil of  pews was that there was not room for 
everyone to have a private ‘box’ ...” There speaks a true egalitarian.


Another of  Dr White’s achievements was to persuade the ecclesiastical authorities to hive off  the 
tything of  Denmead into a separate parish, with a new church at Barn Green, for which he raised 
funding and to which he contributed not only Hambledon’s medieval font but also a share of  his 
living. His relations with the first vicar of  Denmead however, to judge from his own record of  
events, were not cordial.


The Reverend Dr White died in 1896.


Stephen Dykes Bower is the second major influence on the appearance of  Hambledon 
Church today. He was born in 1903 to a family of  musicians and medical men, one of  his 
three brothers being Sir John Dykes Bower, organist of  St Paul’s Cathedral. He went up to 
Merton College Oxford and subsequently qualified as an architect. He specialised in ecclesiastical 
architecture, and was appointed Surveyor of  the Fabric at Westminster Abbey in 1951. He stayed 
in that post until 1973. He worked on many churches and cathedrals across the country, giving 
much attention to interior design and decorative schemes as well as to the structures themselves.


His taste has been described as distinctive: “a curious mixture of  sensitive, prim and gaudy ... 
Under him the walls [of  Westminster Abbey] were cleaned, Victorian stained glass damaged 
by enemy action taken out, the chandeliers of  Waterford crystal installed ... He also devised the 
painted ceiling of  the crossing, a design more Gothic Revival than Gothic.” (Richard Jenkyns 
Westminster Abbey)


That taste clearly informed his recommendations for Hambledon. He wanted the colour of  
painted wood but not the colour of  stained glass, except for the east window, nor the redness of  
the pews; he wanted the brilliance of  clear glazing to illuminate a stone rather than a tiled floor; 
he wanted to open up the west end of  the church and to improve the perspective from there to 
the altar by reducing the impact of  the organ, which at the time obtruded significantly into the 
chancel. He would also have liked to see the upper chamber of  the porch reinstated (and reached 
by a newel staircase in timber) to provide much-needed extra space. That his recommendations 
were not carried out in full has probably as much to do with their cost as with their radical 
nature, but their general thrust has set the terms for future restoration work, and his work on the 
organ and the chancel ceiling is transformative.


Stephen Dykes Bower died in 1994.


The Plan 
The best guide to the layout of  the church as it has developed over the 
centuries is the plan drawn by the architect E.J.T. Lutyens, who lived in 
Hambledon, in 1963: it is displayed on the north wall of  the baptistery 
and is reproduced for convenience inside the back cover of  this booklet.   
The only major changes since 1963 are the institution of  the Good Shepherd Chapel 
in the north-west corner of  the church in 2000 (see below); and the removal of  the 
organ from the north wall of  the chancel, the pipes now being high on the west wall of  
the main nave and the manuals and pedal board in the south aisle.  This last change 
was part of  a programme of  measures taken in the 1960’s on the recommendation 
of  Stephen Dykes Bower (see second box) and it had the effect of  returning the 
chancel to its original appearance.
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The Tour 
The visitor should start a tour of  the church by the 15th century south door (plate 2), 
where that pre-Reformation worshipper would have entered.  Straight ahead is the 
empty space of  the Saxon church; to the right beyond the nave is the chancel, where 
celebrants at the altar are immediately visible, even this far back, through the squint 
or, as Dr White preferred, hagioscope, cut through the chancel wall (plate 3).  There is 
another, smaller, squint on the other side of  the chancel arch for the benefit of  those 
entering through the north door (which is of  the early 14th century).


On the left as you enter the church is the baptistery, 
where the font is a gift to the church from the family 
of  Dr White’s predecessor, the Reverend Patteson, in 
his memory.  Probably insufficient time has elapsed 
to enable one to regard this font as anything other 
than hard-edged and mechanical, but time might 
yet yield a kinder judgement.  (The font’s medieval 
predecessor, which is thought to have stood centrally 
at the east end of  the nave, still exists: Dr White 
gave it to the new daughter church of  All Saints at 
Barn Green, Denmead, in 1880.  It remains there.)


Behind the font is the door to the vestry, a two-
storey chamber built onto the earlier structure in 
the 15th century.  Above and to the left of  the door 
is a window opening (the glass is not original) dating 
from Norman times before the vestry was built, and 
above and to the left of  that is a blocked doorway, 
of  all things, to which we shall return later in the 
visit.


The Saxon Church
Moving into the Saxon church one cannot miss the 
arcading in the old walls, which is notable for its 
grandeur and its detail.  The Norman pillars and 
capitals have massive presence; at the same time 
the alternating rose and nail-head mouldings on 
the inner chamfers of  the northern arches, though 
restored, are delicate and finely executed (plate 4).  
The arches themselves, being only slightly pointed, 


speak grace and refinement.  Above the arches and visible from the aisles on what were 
once the external walls, are traces of  Saxon masonry in the form of  upright strips of  
stone (so-called pilaster strips or lesenes); and further east in the north aisle, in what 
would have been the wall of  the pre-Conquest chancel, are similar strips, but this 
time horizontal ones, forming a string course at the top of  the wall*.  Finally in the 
south wall overlooking the baptistery is a wide splayed opening which may have been 
a window of  the pre-Conquest church.  If  so it is an unusual survival.


* The interested visitor can see features of  this type much more extensively preserved at nearby 
Corhampton church, the Saxon structure of  which was not extended in medieval times.  Unusually this 
church has no known dedication. 


The Post-conquest Church
The story of  the post-Saxon 
development of  the church is best 
approached from the centre of  the 
Saxon nave with the help of  the 
plan.  Looking towards the altar 
there are the two chancel arches, the 
first, already noted, dating from the 
turn of  the 12th and 13th centuries. 
Widely admired, it is graced by two 
wooden chests, one of  pine from the 
18th century and one of  oak from 
the 14th.   The second arch, further 
east, is from the late 13th century, 
and might well have framed a timber 
rood screen.  Dr White believed that 
the ground rose slightly towards the 
altar, emphasising its importance, 
but it has to be said that the incline, 
if  any, is slight, the difference in 
height being taken up largely by 
steps.  He also believed that the later 
chancel was set at a slight angle to 
the body of  the church, reflecting 
the inclination of  Christ’s head on 
the cross; but again the effect is 
subtle.


Plate 2: The south door


Plate 3: The south hagioscope
Plate 4: Rosette and nail-head moulding
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The Nave
Approaching the later chancel, note in particular the way in which the 15th century 
roof  timbers rest not on the nave walls themselves but on timber superstructures, 
which had been plastered over until the 1876 restoration (plate 5).  Note also the fine 
pulpit on the left (plate 6), much restored and repaired over the years, but retaining 
much original (and now very dark) 15th century work.  The ceiling of  the chancel 
itself  (of  chestnut, which was thought to be pest-resistant) was painted in the 1960’s 
to a scheme in the medieval style devised by Dykes Bower with a view to introducing 
colour into the building and lightening it (plate 7).  The sharper eye will spot a badger 
or two worked into the patterning.  A glance back to the west reveals the organ case, 
also designed by Dykes Bower, and painted at the same time in a similar style (but in 
different colours) - see back cover. 


 The Chancel
Within the chancel, one should note the piscina in the south wall (plate 8), which is 
a basin (fitted with a drain) for washing the vessels used in the mass or communion, 
and next to it the credence-shelf  for the bread and wine.  The plain but well executed 
panelling around the altar was erected in memory of  Dr White, while the altar table 
itself  has late 16th century origins.  The east window above it was provided with new 
tracery in the 1876 restoration.


One might also pause to examine some of  the memorial tablets around the chancel 
walls which exhibit a range of  styles and circumstance but share elegance and, often, 
poignancy.  There are more memorials in the aisles, and as with the tombstones in the 
churchyard it is notable both how many deaths there were in infancy in the 18th and 
19th centuries, and also how many people lived to great ages.  Hambledon having 
played an eminent role in the history of  cricket it is somehow appropriate that one of  
the memorials is to Admiral Sir Erasmus Gower (plate 9), who lived in the tything of  
Chidden and is an ancestor of  the former England cricket captain, David Gower.


The Aisles	
Also in the aisles the east windows reward 
study (plate 10).  The designs are subtly 
different, but both display great elegance 
and finesse, particularly evident in grace of  
the mouldings on each side and the way in 
which the shafts relate to the surrounding 
wall.  It is thought that altars would originally 
have stood below the windows, the ritual 
there being co-ordinated with that at the 
high altar through the squints.  The stained 
glass is Victorian, but notice the stone recess 
or niche in the south wall, not far from the 
southern window: this is an aumbry (also 
called an ambry and earlier “almary”) 
which, fitted with a door, would have held 
the reserved sacrament and may also have 
stored sacramental vessels.


High in the south aisle, and moved from the 
chancel on the recommendation of  Dykes Plate 5: Timber superstructure Plate 6: The pulpit
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Bower, are the regimental colours (plates 11 and 12) of  the Hambledon Volunteers, one 
a Union Flag, and the other a white standard with a Union Jack in the upper corner 
nearest the staff, and on the opposite side a crown, the letters H V and the motto Pro 
Rege et Patria (“For King and Country”).  They are thought to have been worked before 
1810 by the daughters of  Lt. Col. Thomas Palmer, the Officer Commanding.  (The 
Volunteers were formed by 1803 and seem to have dispersed within ten years.  But 
they formed again in 1939 as the Hambledon Defence Volunteers.)  The colours were 
conserved by the Royal School of  Needlework in 1937. 


The West End 
Returning towards the west the visitor will see that at the ends of  both aisles there 
are very early window openings of  great simplicity, one, in the baptistery, already 
mentioned and the other, in the north aisle, containing an affecting portrayal of  the 
Good Shepherd, in stained glass (plate 13), which forms a most apposite focus, above 
the handsome modern fittings, for the Good Shepherd Chapel.  The chapel was 
formed in 2000 to mark the millennium, as commemorated in the floor tablet hand-
cut by Una Sullivan.  This part of  the church had been used as a chapel earlier in the 
20th century, and prayers are said there every day.


Plate 7: The chancel ceiling


At the back of  the Saxon nave it is 
worth pausing to admire the curtains  
(plate 14) screening the west door and 
the vestibule below the tower.  The 
fabric is to a design of  around 1875 by 
William Morris called Tulip and Lily.  It 
will have been woven as carpeting - flat 
pile-less carpets were very fashionable 
in the late 19th century.  The material is 
wool and the fabric was manufactured at 
Heckmondwike in Yorkshire.  (A sample 
of  this material, identical in pattern 
and colour-way, is held in the collection 
of  the Victoria and Albert Museum in 
London.)  A peek between the curtains 
will reveal the west window: the cherub 
heads surrounding the risen Christ in 
the central light are said to be likenesses 
of  village people of  the time (1881), and 
the figures of  Mary Magdalene in the 
flanking lights are said to be likenesses of  
Eleanor Barkworth, the dedicatee of  the 
window, presumably because of  Mary 
Magdalene’s specially favoured status in 
early Christian tradition. 


Above the south door one can see a 
handsome royal coat of  arms from 
1953 (plate 15), which was the year of  
the coronation of  Queen Elizabeth II.   
It was commended by Dykes Bower for 
bringing colour into the church, which it 
still does.  Above it and to the right is an 
ancient and curious door.  The doorway 
in which it sits would once have led to an 
upper chamber within the porch, which 
is a massively proportioned structure of  
some majesty added to the church in the 
15th century around the same time as 
the vestry.
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Plate 8: The piscina


Plate 9: The Gower memorial







The Porch	
Within the porch the outline of  the 
upper doorway can be discerned, just, 
in the church wall, and along the sides 
there are ledges which would have 
supported the joists of  the upper floor.  
The chamber, it is supposed, would 
once have communicated through the 
doorway with the chamber above the 
vestry by means of  an internal timber 
gallery - we have already noted the 
similar opening in the corner above 
the baptistery, which must have been 
made to accommodate the link.  It has 
been speculated that the porch chamber 
(sometimes incorrectly referred to, 
including by Dr White, as a parvise or 
parvis) was a place of  retreat or possibly 
instruction, and that the chamber above 
the vestry was used as living quarters, as 
evidenced by the remains of  an external 
drain visible in the wall outside - where 
we should head next. 


Plate 10: The east window in the north aisle
Plate 13: The Good  
Shepherd window
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Plate 11: The first colour


Plate 12: The second colour


Plate 14: The Morris curtains 







Plate 16: The village perspective


The Perspective
The position of  the church at the top of  the High Street, and the approach to it, are 
highly picturesque.  But perhaps the finest view of  the building is from the south-east 
quarter (see the photograph on the front cover of  this booklet).  


From this perspective it is possible to appreciate fully the balanced masses of, from left 
to right, the porch, the handsome tower, and the church proper.  The original tower 
was built in the 13th century, but the upper part had to be rebuilt in 1794 following a 
fire in 1788.  The structure was consolidated further in the 1876 restoration, with the 
loss of  some medieval detail.  


The tower was subsequently provided with a new clock and a restored peal of  bells 
(together with a staircase to the belfry) largely at the expense of  John Boulderson 
Barkworth, a notable Victorian benefactor who is commemorated in the large 
decorated three-light window at the western end of  the north aisle with words used 
by Dr Johnson of  Oliver Goldsmith: Nihil quod tetigit non ornavit (“On everything he 
touched he bestowed distinction”).  When Barkworth died in 1893 he left a legacy of  
“£500 to the rector and churchwardens, income to be applied for benefit of  sick and 
infirm poor of  the parish at their discretion.”  One imagines that Dr White (who would 
himself  die three years later) approved of  that thoroughly.


From the south-east too it is easiest to admire the harmony between the whole building 
and the churchyard within which it fits, with its ancient yew, and its elegant and timeless 
array of  table tombs and headstones.  The visitor’s final prize though, and one that 
lodges in the memory, is the view from the church down the High Street, across the 
valley and up Speltham hill beyond (plate 16).  It is a reminder that however fine the 
church is as a building its purpose is to serve the parish and community around it.


   Plate 15: The Royal Arms
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A note about relative values


Dr White’s scholarship at St John’s was £23 a year in 1851; his living in 1877 was worth 
£700 a year. The 1876 restoration cost £2,000, of  which £1,700 was raised by the parish. 
What values do these figures represent today?


There is no single calculation. The structure of  the economy has changed radically and relativities 
have become permanently skewed. But it is possible to make specific comparisons. For example 
£23 in the money of  1851 would buy goods to the value of  £2,000 today. But in relation to 
average earnings it would represent £17,500. £700 in 1877 would represent an astonishing 
£360,000 today in relation to average earnings, but as much as £430,000 in terms of  the 
share of  income in the economy as a whole, which is an indicator of  relative earning power. The 
restoration cost of  £2,000 in 1876 would represent £200,000 today in terms of  the costs of  
labour and materials then, but over £1 million in terms of  labour costs now. In terms of  share 
of  Gross Domestic Product, which is an indicator of  the importance of  the project in relation to 
the economy as a whole, £2,000 in 1876 would represent no less than £2.25 million.


For further information see  
http://www.measuringworth.com/calculators/ppoweruk/
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Financial Statements 


ST PETER AND ST PAUL, HAMBLEDON 


PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORT 


FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017 


 


STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES  


 


The members of the Parochial Church Council are required to prepare financial statements for each 


financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the PCC and of the surplus or 


deficit of the PCC for the period. In preparing those financial statements the PCC are required to: 


 


Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently. Make judgements and estimates that  


are reasonable and prudent 


 


Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the  


PCC will continue in operation. 


 


The members of the PCC are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with 


reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the PCC. They are responsible for safeguarding 


the assets of the PCC and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and 


other irregularities. 


 


So far as the members of the PCC are aware, there is no relevant financial accounts information of which 


the PCC’s independent examiner is unaware and each member of the PCC has taken all the steps that he 


or she ought to have taken as a member of the PCC in order to make himself or herself aware of any 


financial account information and to establish that the PCC’s independent examiner is aware of that 


information. 


 


Approved by the PCC and signed on its behalf by: 


 


 


 


 


Signature…………………. 


 


Name………………………. 


 


Position……………………….. 


 


Date………………………….. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


Financial Statements 


ST PETER AND ST PAUL, HAMBLEDON 


PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORT 


FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017 


 


STATEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES (Continued) 
 


The Parochial Church Council Members present their report and accounts for the year ended 31 


December 2017. The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in 


note 1 to the accounts and comply with the PCC’s governing document, the Charities Act 1993 3rd edition 


[2006] and the Statement of Recommended Practice, ‘Accounting and Reporting by Charities, 2005 


revisions. 


 


Structure, governance and management 


 


The Church of St Peter and St Paul is situated at the top of the High Street, Hambledon. It is part of the 


Diocese of Portsmouth within the Church of England. The correspondence address is The Vicarage, 


Church Lane, Hambledon, Hampshire PO7 4RT. 


 


The Parochial Church Council [PCC] is a charity excepted from registration with the Charity  


Commission. 


 


PCC members who have served from the 2017 APCM until the date this report was approved are: 


The Revd. Canon Robin Coutts Priest in Charge and Chairman until his retirement on November 26th 


2017.  From November 27th 2017, the Church Wardens shared the role of Acting Chairman of the PCC.  


The Priest in Charge role is vacant.  


Readers:  Mrs. Betty Spiller, Mrs. Gillian Hurst, Mr. Graham Parr and Mr. James Blott  


Church Wardens:  Mrs. Rachel Houlberg and Mr. Robert Solomon   


Representatives on the Deanery Synod:  Mrs. Ann Bazalgette, Mr. Robert Solomon and Mrs. Rachel 


Houlberg 


Representative on the Diocesan Synod:  Mr. Robert Solomon  


Representative on Bishops Council:  Mr. Robert Solomon  


Elected Members:  Mr. Paul Foster (Chairman Fabric Committee); Mrs. Janet Harrison; Mrs. Ann 


Bazalgette; Mr. Mike Burridge; Mr. James King; Mr. Frank Luard; Mrs. Pat Crew; Mrs. Janet 


Hammerton,  


Co-opted Members:  Mrs. Liz Quinn; Mrs. Virginia Palmer 


Appointed Members: Mr. Jim Twiney, Treasurer, Miss Marie Leafhead, Secretary   


Ex officio members: Mr. Robert Solomon (Vice Chairman), Mrs. Rachel Houlberg (Vice Chairman), Mr. 


Graham Parr (Lay Reader) 







 


 


 


 


 


 


The rule of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. All Church 


attendees are encouraged to register for the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC. 


   


Objectives and activities 


 


St Peter & St Paul’s PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the Priest in Charge, Revd. Canon 


Robin Coutts [until he retired on 26/11/17], in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of 


the  Church - pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. It also has maintenance responsibilities for the 


Church of St Peter & St Paul, Hambledon. 


 


Financial Review 


 


The aims of the PCC are to support: 


 


The Priest-in-Charge personally and his work in the Parish, Deanery & Diocese 


The development of the organisations working with the Church. 


Planned giving to Christian organisations Home and Overseas 


The maintenance of the fabric of the church and care of the churchyard  


 


In 2017 total receipts were £114,843.43. The payments in respect of providing Christian Ministry and 


maintaining the building were £102,345.32.  


 


The PCC is extremely grateful to all who support the Church in any way - time, talents and money.  


 


The parish quota and deanery contribution was £60,412.53 - an increase of  £2,166 compared with 2016. 


 


The Hambledonian income exceeded expenses by £881.11.  


 


 


Notes to the accounts: 


1. The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the Church accounting regulations - the 


Statement of Recommended Practice, ’Accounting and  Reporting by Charities,’ issued in March 


2005 and the Charities Act 1993, 3rd edition [2006]. 


2. There are no staff costs. A fee of £550 per quarter has been paid to the choirmaster. Other 


volunteer organists are paid travelling costs and a small fee.  


3. The funds do not need to be audited for the year to 31 December 2016 as the income remains 


below the audit threshold. Mr. W E Hurst kindly acted as Independent Examiner 


4. Missionary & Charitable giving included the Bishop's Lent Appeal, CMS, Childrens Society, 


IDWAL, Paulsgrove,  Mothers' Union,. The Remembrance Day collection of was divided equally 


between The Royal British Legion and Combat Stress.  
 


Reserves Policy 


It is PCC policy to maintain a balance on unrestricted funds which equate to approximately six 







months unrestricted payments to cover emergency situations that may arise from time to time. 


The Parochial Church Council Members consider that reserves at this level will ensure that, in 


the event of a significant drop in funding, they will be able to continue the current activities of 


the PCC while consideration is given to ways in which additional funds may be raised.  


 


 


Statement of Parochial Church Council Members’ Responsibilities 


 


The Parochial Church Council Members are responsible for preparing the accounts in accordance 


with applicable law and United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice. Law 


applicable to charities in England and Wales require the Parochial Church Council Members to 


prepare accounts for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the PCC’s financial 


activities during the year and of its financial position at the end of the year. In preparing accounts 


giving a true and fair view, the Parochial Church Council Members should follow best practice 


and: 


• Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently. 


• Make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent 


• State whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended practice 


have been followed, subject to departures disclosed and explained in the accounts; and 


prepare the  accounts on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that 


the charity will continue in operation. 


•  


The Parochial Church Council Members are responsible for keeping accounting records that 


disclose with reasonable accuracy the financial position of the PCC and which enable them to 


ascertain the financial position of the charity and which enable them to ensure that the accounts 


comply with the Charities Act 1993 and the provisions of the trust deed. They are also 


responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for 


the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.  
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES  


HAMBLEDON ST PETER & ST PAUL 


AS AT 31/12/2017  


 


Current Assets       2017  2016    


 


Co-oP Bank Account      £7,179.97 £3,349.85    


 


Lloyds Bank Account      £55,768.73 £45,249.38                  


 


CCLA        £75,907.96 £73,007.49               


 


Accounts receivable       £16.40  £621.00   


 


Less liabilities 


Accounts payable: 


Cheques not yet presented     £3,670.82 £2,459.06 


 


Net assets        £135,202.24 £119,768.66  


  


_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


Represented by: 


 


Fund   Unrestricted   Designated  Endowment 2017  2016   


 


General    £31,965.24  £47,211.00  £5,823.23 £84,999.47 £74,302.66              


 


Fabric     £48,254.64    £48,254 .64 £41,904.64   


 


Churchyard    £1,250.00  £698.13  £1,948.13 £3,561.36   


 


TOTALS    £31,965.24    £96,715.64  £6,521.36 £135,202.24 £119,768.66  


 


 


Churchyard Fund - sub fund of the general fund. 


       2017  2016 


Cost of maintaining the Churchyard   £2,264.00 £1,579.27 


Income: 


Dividend & Interest from endowed funds  £27.44  £66.21 


Income from mowing Glebe land   £715.00  £1,550.00 


 


Net cost to Church funds     £1,521.36 £634.33 


 


 


The cost of mowing increased from £1,579.27 to £2264.00. Income from mowing Glebe 


decreased from £1550 [which represented two years] to £715 representing one year. The 


dividend & interest reduced meaning that there was a net cost to the general PCC fund of 


£1,521.56  







 


 


Endowment Funds 


 


97 Shares in COIF Charities Investment Income Units A/c 116950001T 


Value at 31.12.16    £1,311.04 


Value at 31.12.17    £1,432.59 


Gain during the year    £121.55  plus £47.34 income 


 


416 shares Cof E Fixed Interest [Income] A/c 629004001F - Churchyard 


Value at 31.12.16    £702.29 


Value at 31.12.17    £698.13 


Loss during year    £4.16 - income £27.44 


 


172 CB of F Investment Income Units 


Value at 31.12.16    £2,572.14 


Value at 31.12.17    £2,819.84  


Gain during year    £247.70 - income £91.51 


 


936 Shares CBF Cof E Fixed Interest Securities Income Fund 


Value at 31.12.16    £1,580.16 


Value at 31.12.17    £1,570.80 


Loss during year    £9.36 - income £61.76 
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Selected period: 01 January 2017 to 31 December 2017


Hambledon St Peter & St Paul


Analysis of receipts and payments


Unrestricted Designated Restricted Endowment
Total


This year Last year


Receipts


Planned giving


Planned giving
0101 - Gift Aid - Bank £53,310.00 — — — £53,310.00 £52,349.00
0110 - Gift Aid - Envelopes £2,522.00 — — — £2,522.00 £2,766.39
0201 - Other planned giving £804.00 — — — £804.00 £1,024.00


£56,636.00 — — — £56,636.00 £56,139.39Planned giving Sub-totals


£56,636.00£56,636.00 — — — £56,139.39Planned giving Totals


Collections and other giving


Collections and other giving
0301 - Loose plate collections £4,847.85 — — — £4,847.85 £3,914.74
0501 - One-off Gift Aid gifts £2,765.40 — — — £2,765.40 £871.50


£7,613.25 — — — £7,613.25 £4,786.24Collections and other giving
Sub-totals


£7,613.25£7,613.25 — — — £4,786.24Collections and other giving
Totals


Other voluntary receipts


Other voluntary receipts
0410 - Giving through church boxes £958.37 — — — £958.37 £664.10
0550 - Donations appeals etc £12,114.29 — — — £12,114.29 £7,718.58
08A1 - Non-recurring one-off grants £81.29 — — — £81.29 £400.00


£13,153.95 — — — £13,153.95 £8,782.68Other voluntary receipts Sub-
totals


£13,153.95£13,153.95 — — — £8,782.68Other voluntary receipts
Totals


Gift Aid recovered


Gift Aid recovered
0601 - Tax recoverable on Gift Aid £17,460.48 — — — £17,460.48 £15,659.39


£17,460.48 — — — £17,460.48 £15,659.39Gift Aid recovered Sub-totals


£17,460.48£17,460.48 — — — £15,659.39Gift Aid recovered Totals
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Unrestricted Designated Restricted Endowment
Total


This year Last year


Other receipts


Other receipts
0901 - Other funds generated £3.81 — — — £3.81 £12.00
1361 - Churchyard — — £715.00 — £715.00 £1,550.00
1365 - Donation — £37.96 — — £37.96 —


£3.81 £37.96 £715.00 — £756.77 £1,562.00Other receipts Sub-totals


£756.77£3.81 £37.96 £715.00 — £1,562.00Other receipts Totals


Activities for generating funds


Activities for generating funds
1220 - Bookstall sales - fund raising £2.10 — — — £2.10 —
1250 - Magazine income - advertising £8,602.00 — — — £8,602.00 £5,874.00
1260 - Parish magazine sales £163.74 — — — £163.74 £166.00
1362 - Easy Fund Raising £96.05 — — — £96.05 £70.91


£8,863.89 — — — £8,863.89 £6,110.91Activities for generating funds
Sub-totals


£8,863.89£8,863.89 — — — £6,110.91Activities for generating
funds Totals


Investment Income


Investment Income
1001 - Dividends £1,267.43 — — — £1,267.43 —
1020 - Bank and building society
interest


£200.61 — — — £200.61 £186.41


1363 - CCLA Gen Fund retained
interest & fund v


— — — — — £342.17


£1,468.04 — — — £1,468.04 £528.58Investment Income Sub-totals


£1,468.04£1,468.04 — — — £528.58Investment Income Totals


Receipts from church activities


Receipts from church activities
1101 - Fees for weddings and funerals £7,117.00 — — — £7,117.00 £6,408.00
1330 - Charity lunches £1,695.06 — — — £1,695.06 £1,781.55
1350 - Youth activities £78.99 — — — £78.99 —


£8,891.05 — — — £8,891.05 £8,189.55Receipts from church activities
Sub-totals


£8,891.05£8,891.05 — — — £8,189.55Receipts from church
activities Totals
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Unrestricted Designated Restricted Endowment
Total


This year Last year


£114,090.47 £37.96 £715.00 — £101,758.74Receipts
Grand totals


£114,843.43


Payments


Cost of generating funds


Cost of generating funds
1720 - Costs of stewardship campaign £18.59 — — — £18.59 £361.01
1730 - Costs of fetes & other events £4,768.25 — — — £4,768.25 £857.53
2510 - Bookstall costs — — — — — £71.18
2980 - Fees to Diocese £2,130.00 — — — £2,130.00 £2,027.00


£6,916.84 — — — £6,916.84 £3,316.72Cost of generating funds Sub-
totals


£6,916.84£6,916.84 — — — £3,316.72Cost of generating funds
Totals


Missionary and Charitable Giving


Missionary and Charitable Giving
1801 - Giving to missionary societies £4,903.14 — — — £4,903.14 £5,039.56
2950 - Youth — — — — — £48.40
2997 - Vicar's Discretionary Fund — — — — — £159.99


£4,903.14 — — — £4,903.14 £5,247.95Missionary and Charitable
Giving Sub-totals


£4,903.14£4,903.14 — — — £5,247.95Missionary and Charitable
Giving Totals


Parish Share


Parish Share
1910 - Ministry parish share etc £59,970.53 — — — £59,970.53 £58,246.00
2996 - Deanery Levy £442.00 — — — £442.00 —


£60,412.53 — — — £60,412.53 £58,246.00Parish Share Sub-totals


£60,412.53£60,412.53 — — — £58,246.00Parish Share Totals


Clergy and Staffing costs


Clergy and Staffing costs
2001 - Assistant staff costs — — — — — £170.00
2101 - Working expenses of
incumbent


£1,770.25 — — — £1,770.25 £1,276.24


2130 - Parsonage house expenses £459.22 — — — £459.22 £637.35
2370 - Visiting speakers / locums £295.65 — — — £295.65 —
2940 - Readers £415.39 — — — £415.39 £196.00
2995 - Books — — — — — £660.92
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Unrestricted Designated Restricted Endowment
Total


This year Last year


£2,940.51 — — — £2,940.51 £2,940.51Clergy and Staffing costs Sub-
totals


£2,940.51£2,940.51 — — — £2,940.51Clergy and Staffing costs
Totals


Church Running Expenses


Church Running Expenses
2301 - Church running - insurance £2,619.59 — — — £2,619.59 £3,725.27
2320 - Organ / piano tuning £4,698.68 — — — £4,698.68 £3,365.92
2330 - Church maintenance £2,710.99 — — — £2,710.99 £2,097.96
2340 - Upkeep of services £1,833.50 — — — £1,833.50 £887.22
2350 - Upkeep of churchyard — — £2,264.98 — £2,264.98 £1,579.27
2360 - Administration £130.00 — — — £130.00 £130.00
2401 - Church running - electric £1,640.34 — — — £1,640.34 £1,396.00
2430 - Church running - oil £2,270.58 — — — £2,270.58 £1,599.78
2501 - Magazine expenses £7,884.63 — — — £7,884.63 £7,759.16
2960 - Sacristy £754.68 — — — £754.68 £1,039.39
2990 - Choir & music — £191.19 — — £191.19 £99.00
3000 - Flowers £173.14 — — — £173.14 —


£24,716.13 £191.19 £2,264.98 — £27,172.30 £23,678.97Church Running Expenses Sub
-totals


£27,172.30£24,716.13 £191.19 £2,264.98 — £23,678.97Church Running Expenses
Totals


Church Repairs & Maintenance


Church Repairs & Maintenance
2701 - Church major repairs - structure — — — — — £4,425.35


— — — — — £4,425.35Church Repairs & Maintenance
Sub-totals


—— — — — £4,425.35Church Repairs &
Maintenance Totals


£99,889.15 £191.19 £2,264.98 — £97,855.50Payments
Grand totals


£102,345.32
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October & November 2018
for the parish & people of HambledonLOCAL INFORMATION


Telephone numbers
023 unless stated


Church of St Peter and St Paul (Church of England)
	 Churchwardens	 Mrs Rachel Houlberg	 9263 2424
			   Mr Paul Foster	 (paulfoster.hambledon@gmail.com)
	 Readers	 Mrs Gillian Hurst	 9225 5006
			   Mrs Betty Spiller	 9263 2425
			   Mr Graham Parr	 9263 2237
	 Parish Secretary	 Miss Marie Leafhead	 9263 2710
	 Baptisms and Weddings	 Mr Graham Parr	 9263 2237
	 PCC:	 Treasurer	 Mr Jim Twiney	 9263 2635
		  Secretary	 Miss Marie Leafhead	 9263 2710
		  Stewardship	 Pat Crew		  9263 2554
	 “Open House”	 Mrs Betty Spiller	 9263 2425
	 Pastoral Care	 Mrs Jenny Bellinger	 9263 2498
	 Bell-ringing	 Mrs Gill Hales	 9259 1366
	 Church Choir	 Mrs Caroline Allen	 9263 2545


Methodist Church – Green Lane
	 Circuit Minister	 The Reverend David Moss	 01329 833518
	 Steward/Treasurer	 Mr John Sargent	 9263 2305


Roman Catholic Church – Sacred Heart, Waterlooville
	 Priest		  Rev, Mgr. Canon Jeremy Garratt	 9226 2289
	 Parish Secretary	 Mrs Susan Siou (Mon to Fri)	 9226 2289
	 Local Representative	 Mrs Margaret Day	 9263 2533


YOUR LOCAL:
	 Parish Council	 Mr Paul Quinn OBE (Chairman)	 9263 2946
	 Clerk		  Mrs Joanna Tester, clerkhambledon@gmail.com	 9263 2106
	 District Councillors	 Cllr Linda Gemmell	 01489 895 023
			   Cllr Frank Pearson	 01489 892 822
			   Cllr Vicki Weston	 01329 835 161
	 County Councillor	 Cllr Roger Huxstep	 01329 833884
	 Council	 Winchester City Council	 01962 840222
	 Member of Parliament	 George Hollingbery (Meon Valley Constituency)	 01962 884550
	 Village Hall Bookings	 Louise Mack		 9263 2010
			   email: bookhambledonvillagehall@outlook.com
			   website: hambledonhantsvillagehall.weebly.com
	 Youth Hut Bookings	 Laura Plaisted	 9263 2388


EMERGENCY NUMBERS
	 Doctor		 Health Centre, Denmead	 9223 9630
			   Branch Surgery, Hambledon Village Hall	 9263 2453
			   Mon, Wed, Fri, 8:30 am to 10 am
	 NHS Direct			   111
	 Police		  All Hampshire Police Stations	 999
					     101 (Non emergency)


			   Hambledon website: hambledon-hants.com
			   Parish Council website: hambledon-pc.gov.uk


Contents
2	 From the Churchwardens, by Rachel Houlberg and Paul Foster; Rowans Hospice Support 


Group, by Brian Bellinger
3	 Letters
4-5	 Services for October/November 2018
6-7	 Methodist Chapel, by John Sargent and Claire Hutfield; Letters (cont.)
8-9	 Church of St Peter and St Paul
10	 Parish Council News, by Paul Quinn 
11	 District Councillor’s Column, by Vicki Weston
12	 Neighbourhood Watch, by Geoff Hartridge
13	 Village Hall News, by Janet Harrison; MVFC, by Alison Bartlett 
14-15	 Obituary Bob Beagley, by Penny Campone and Chris de Mellow; Prayer Cycle
16	 Flood Action Group, by Jan Jarvie
17	 Bonfire Night, by Tom Bailey, David Tester and Eddie Vincent
18	 Royal British Legion, by Tony Coates
19	 Bird Guide, by Ruth Facer
20	 Home Page, by Mavis Jones
21	 Nature Notes, by Doug Rose-Smith
22	 My Club Hambledon CC, by Zeb Jay
23	 A Swarm of Bees, by Chris Dixon; Church Flowers, by Alison Bartlett
24-25	 Horticultural Society Summer Show, by Ruth Twiney; Twinning Association, by David 


Griffiths
26	 Hambledon Pre-School, by Dawn Nelson 
27	 Hambledon Primary School, by Paul Davies
28	 Hambledon Village Scout Group, by Chil
29	 Book of Remembrance
30	 Hambledon Arts Society Film Nights, by Martyn Kille; Book of Remembrance
31	 Hambledon Arts Society Talk, by Martyn Kille; Meon Valley Flower Club, by Alison 


Bartlett; Toddler Group, by Sarah Mackie
32	 Hambledon Arts Society Drama Group Poster
33	 Local History Group, by Martyn Kille
34	 Folk Club, by John Thornton
35	 Women’s Institute, by Joy Beagley
36-37	 Noticeboard; Lunch Club, by Joy 


Beagley 
38-39	 Diaries
40	 Advertisers Index
41	 Scottish Dancing, by Jacqui Hand; 


Welcome Spot; Magazine Information


Cover Photo: Torchlight Parade, by Sarah Galgey
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October & November 2018
for the parish & people of Hambledon


LettersFROM THE CHURCHWARDENS


A New Priest – A Progress Report


Whether we are part of the church community 
or not, it seems we all recognise the presence 


of a ‘Vicar’ in Hambledon as part of what makes 
our village what it is.


Since Robin and Heather retired, the question 
‘When are we getting a new vicar?’ seems to be 
asked by someone every day. The gap, or 
interregnum, as it is called between vicars is 
something which is built into the organisational 
structure of the Church of England. It is supposed 
to serve several purposes, but for most of us, if 
nothing else, it reminds us how much we miss 
that presence in the village. A great deal has been 
going on in the background to set the scene for a 
new priest. We have come to an agreement with 
Soberton and Newtown to share a priest and the 
intention is that he or she and family will live in 
The Vicarage at Hambledon.


On the advice of the Diocese, we held back on 
advertising the position during the summer 
holiday period. As I write, an advertisement has 
been live for two weeks and we now wait for 
applications. The plan is to show candidates around 
the three parishes on the 1st October with interviews 
taking place the following day. The following 
paragraphs are taken verbatim from the covering 
letter, which is part of the profile pack that has 
been sent to all applicants. These are the words 
of our Archdeacon The Venerable Gavin Collins,


“For many years, these parishes have been two 
separate benefices, each served on a 0.5 stipend 
basis, Soberton together with Newtown, and 
Hambledon, separately, served by a Vicar who was 
also the Diocesan Director of Ordinands. The 
retirement and move to new ministry of the 
previous post-holders, has given us the opportunity 


to bring the benefices together in order to enable 
the formation of a full-time, whole stipend post.


As well as enabling the creation of a full-stipend 
post, I am delighted that the coming together of 
this newly expanded benefice marks the ongoing 
commitment to collaborative working across 
parishes, which is an increasing feature of the 
Deanery, and indeed of the wider Diocese of 
Portsmouth. A further reflection of this 
commitment to mutual support and partnership 
in ministry is the intention that the newly appointed 
Priest-in-Charge of Soberton, Newtown and 
Hambledon and the current Rector of the 
adjacent Bridge Benefice (Droxford, Meonstoke, 
Corhampton and Exton), the Revd. Tony Forrest, 
will additionally both be cross-licensed as 
Assistant Ministers to one another’s benefices, by 
way of a sign of the benefices’ shared commitment 
to work in “mission partnership” with one 
another. This is a model that we have employed 
in several other mission partnerships in the 
Diocese in recent years, and has particularly 
helped to ease the sense of isolation in ministry 
that clergy can far too often face.


I hope that as you read the Profile Pack, you 
will be inspired by the rich potential of this newly 
created post, and that you will discern God’s call 
to apply to come and join the team living, 
worshipping and serving in the heart of the Meon 
Archdeaconry. If appointed, you will find that 
you become part of some wonderfully relational 
communities at parish, deanery, archdeaconry 
and diocesan levels.”


Rachel Houlberg and Paul Foster
Church Wardens


Help!


Recently, over an excellent cup of coffee in The 
Old Forge Tea Room, the conversation got 


round to horse-drawn and locomotive carriages. 
One thing led to another and I found myself 
relating the story of an ancestor of mine. His name 
was Moses Whittenham (1775-1857) and you may 
still read his headstone in the churchyard, 
although his Christian name is spelled Mosses. He 
was the son of William Whittenham and Elizabeth 
Davies, and was born within the Droxford area. In 
November 1798 he married Elizabeth from the 
well-established Hambledon family of Biggs.


He became a post chaise driver. The post chaise 
consisted of a series of fast carriages, often painted 
yellow, that criss-crossed the country carrying the 
mail. The vehicles employed were usually closed 
bodies set upon four wheels and drawn by two 
or four horses. They were built for long distance 
travel so the horses were changed at regular intervals 
at stations or posts.


His was a skilled and responsible job and Moses 
would have been a highly respected member of 
the Hambledon community. Puckler-Muskau 
(1785-1871) described such men as being usually 
of small stature but smart and accomplished. 
Moses may even have sported a personal livery 


typically comprising a short jacket, white cord 
breeches, white hat and neck stock, top boots and 
yellow waistcoat. As well as the important and 
valuable post, the lives of its guard, and the two 
or three passengers that his carriage might carry 
were also in his hands as he struggled to control 
his powerful team of horses, the going rate for 
Moses Whittenham’s passengers was probably 
one shilling (5p) a mile. When he pulled up at 
coaching inns like The King’s Head at Wickham, 
The George at Warnford or The Swan at Alton 
he would have been surrounded by a throng of 
jostling ostlers, stable lads and hangers-on who 
frequented such hostelries for news of his last post 
of call.


Moses and Elizabeth had a number of children, 
one of whom, named Henry (1802-58), became 
a beer retailer and lived in The Red Lion in the 
High Street. In 1836 a daughter, Eliza (1815-87) 
married George Banting in Alton but the newly 
wed couple began their married life lodging with 
Eliza’s brother in what is today Tower House.


Now here’s the reason for putting pen to paper. 
What else can Hambledon historians add to my 
knowledge of the 18th century Whittenhams?


Thank you.
D R Banting


banting453@btinternet.com


Thank You


I should like to thank everyone for the many 
lovely cards, letters and flowers I received after 


Bob died. Bob was a very modest man, and I think 
he would have been surprised, but delighted to 
read of the affection and high esteem in which he 
was held by so many. Thanks also to those who 
attended his funeral and for the donations to The 
Alzheimers Society, I sincerely hope that there will 
soon be a cure for this dreadful illness that affects 
so many families now. This is the time when we 
are so lucky to live in Hambledon, where everyone 
looks after one another.


Joy Beagley


Thank You


Thank you so much to everyone who made and 
donated a cake for the Tea Stall at the Village 


Show. What a wonderful display of baking skills. 
Also to the merry band of helpers who gave up 
their time and helped me with the set up, serving 
and clearing away. It was a wonderful effort from 
everybody. We made in excess of £480, which is 
phenomenal.


Juliet Dettmer


Christmas Fair and Coffee Morning
Saturday 1st December 2018 in the Village Hall.


Collection Boxes
Please remember the boxes in the Peoples 


Market and the Vine. The boxes in the Peoples 
Market have just yielded the magnificent sum of 
£42.27


Brian Bellinger


ROWANS HOSPICE SUPPORT GROUP
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SERVICES FOR october 2018 SERVICES FOR november 2018


Notes for September
	 Mondays to Fridays	 8:30 am Morning Prayer (8 am on Tuesdays) 
	 Tuesdays	 7 pm Choir Practice
	 Wednesdays	 5 pm Evening Prayer
	 Thursdays	 7:30 pm Bell ringing Practice


BCP	 -	 Book of Common Prayer, 1662
CW	 -	 Common Worship, Services and Prayers for the Church of England, 2000


Notes for August
	 Mondays to Fridays	 8:30 am Morning Prayer (8 am on Tuesdays) 
	 Tuesdays	 7 pm Choir Practice
	 Wednesdays	 5 pm Evening Prayer
	 Thursdays	 7:30 pm Bell ringing Practice


BCP	 -	 Book of Common Prayer, 1662
CW	 -	 Common Worship, Services and Prayers for the Church of England, 2000


3rd	  9:30am	 Holy Communion	 CW	 Job 9:1-12,14-16	 Luke 9:57-end


7th	 19TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
	 8 am	 Holy Communion	 BCP	 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12	 Mark 10:2-16	
	 10:30 am	 Parish Communion	 CW	 Genesis 2:18-24	 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
				    Mark 10:2-16
	 6:30 pm	 Evensong 	 BCP	 Joshua 3:7-end	 Matthew 10:1-22


10th	 9:30 am	 Holy Communion	 CW	 Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14	 Luke 11:1-4


14th	 20TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
	 8 am	 Holy Communion	 BCP	 Hebrews 4:12-end	 Mark 10:17-31	
	 10:30 am	 Parish Communion	 CW	 Amos 5:6-7,10-15	 Hebrews 4:12-end
				    Mark 10:17-31
	 6:30 pm	 Evensong	 BCP	 Joshua 5:13-6:20	 Matthew 11:20-end


17th	 9:30am	 Holy Communion	 CW	 Galatians 5:18-end	 Luke 11:42-46


21st	 21ST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
	 8 am	 Holy Communion	 BCP	 Hebrews 5:1-10	 Mark 10:35-45
	 10:30 am	 Parish Communion	 CW	 Isaiah 53:4-end	 Hebrews 5:1-10
				    Mark 10:35-45
	 6:30 pm	 Evensong	 BCP	 Joshua 14:6-14	 Matthew 12:1-21


24th	 9:30 am	 Holy Communion	 CW	 Ephesians 3:2-12	 Luke 12:39-48


28th	 BIBLE SUNDAY 22ND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
	 8 am	 Holy Communion 	 BCP	 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5	 John 5:36b-end
	 10 am	 Short Family Service
	 11 am	 Matins	 BCP	 2 Kings 22 	 Colossians 3:12-17
	 6:30 pm	 Holy Communion	 CW	 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5	 John 5:36b-end


31st	 9:30 am	 Holy Communion	 CW	 Ephesians 6:1-9	 Luke 13:22-30


4th	 ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS - 4TH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
	 8 am	 Holy Communion	 BCP	 Revelation 21v1-6a	 John 11:32-44
	 10:30 am	 Parish Communion	 CW	 Isaiah 25:6-9	 Revelation 21v1-6a
				    John 11:32-44
	 6:30 pm	 Evensong for All Souls	 BCP	 Philippians 1:1-11	 Luke 14:1-6


7th	 9:30 am	 Holy Communion	 CW	 Philippians 2:12-18	 Luke 14:25-33


11th	 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  3RD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
	 8 am	 Holy Communion	 BCP	 Hebrews 9:24-end	 Mark 1:14-20
	 10:30 am	 Remembrance Service		  TBA
	 6:30 pm	 Evensong	 BCP	 Isaiah 10:33-11:9	 John 14:23-297


14th	 9:30 am	 Holy Communion	 CW	 Titus 3:1-7	 Luke 17:11-19


18th	 2ND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
	 8 am	 Holy Communion 	 BCP	 Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25	 Mark 13:1-8	
	 10:30 am	 Parish Communion	  CW	 Daniel 12:1-3	 Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25
				    Mark 13:1-8
	 6:30 pm	 Evensong	 BCP	 Daniel 3	 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43


21st	 9:30 am	 Holy Communion	 CW	 Revelation 4	 Luke 19:11-28


25th	 CHRIST THE KING  SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT
	 8 am	 Holy Communion	 BCP	 Revelation 1:4b-8	 John 18:33-37
	 10 am	 Short Family Service
	 11 am	 Matins	 BCP	 Daniel 5	 John 6:1-15
	 6:30 pm	 Holy Communion	 CW	 Revelation 1:4b-8	 John 18:33-37


28th	 9:30 am	 Holy Communion	 CW	 Revelation 15:1-4	 Luke 21:12-19
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You may be aware that the radio presenter 
Chris Evans is to leave the Radio 2 Breakfast 


Show at Christmas. Explaining the decision, he 
said this: ‘Some of us are mountain climbers, if 
you get to the top of your favourite mountain and 
you stay there, you become an observer’. Does 
this statement have a resonance with you? Do you 
feel you may fall into the bracket of being ‘one of 
life’s observers’ and, if so, is there anything wrong 
with this? Those who know me might agree that 
I can be of this persuasion; I like to watch the 
world go by and to just ‘be’. I like to walk, but am 
not interested with how far or how fast I have 
travelled. I like to stop on the wayside and see the 
view, admire the flowers and wildlife, watch my 
dog having fun, and in the autumn to enjoy the 
succulent berries from the bushes. Perhaps if I had 
been more of a mountain climber I might have 
achieved more, however I believe I have learnt a 
lot along the way, which has enriched my life.


This being said however, there is a time for 
everything under the sun, the secret is to know 
when to move and when to be. The prophet 
Elijah found himself in this position, at the top 
of his game: He had come from a ‘mountain top’ 
experience whereby in the power of the Spirit he 
had defeated the priests of Baal in a most 
monumental way, was full of the strength and 
authority of God, having enraged the vengeful 
Queen Jezebel, (It’s a great story: 1 Kings 19). 
But it didn’t take long for him to crash and burn, 
to become a fearful, exhausted wreck of a man, 
running for his life, and hiding in a cave from 
his enemies.


But God did not allow him to wallow for long 
in self-pity. He found him and said ‘what are you 
doing here Elijah?’ Perhaps Elijah thought this an 
obvious question given the circumstances, but 
we can sometimes find ourselves with our backs 
against the wall asking the same question. ‘What 
are we doing here?’ God did not leave Elijah to 
sort his own mess out however, God allowed him 
time to rest and recover from his ordeal. He sent 
angels or messengers, to bring food and drink to 
address Elijah’s physical needs, and after a time 


of just being, God gave him a refreshed vision of 
who He is. The story tells us that Elijah did not 
find God in the powerful earthquake, nor in the 
ferocious fire, both of which terrified him. Elijah 
found God in the gentle whisper, and so was able 
to eventually leave the cave in confidence, and to 
continue what God had for him to do.


So, when we are feeling a bit burnt out and 
jaded, maybe after our own great ‘mountain-top’ 
experience, when the come-down has been fast 
and relentless, it is OK to go away and lick our 
wounds for a bit: However, don’t stay down for 
too long, but allow God to minister to your needs 
as Elijah did. Discover that He is Jehovah Jireh 
(the Lord who provides). He is faithful, and will 
take care of our physical needs – as Jesus told us, 
He knows our needs before we ask. Then when we 
feel ready to face the world we might hear His 
loving prompt ‘What are you doing here?’ and 
know it is time to move on.


Chapel News
My husband, Philip, and I will be doing our own 
‘moving on’ in the near future, so this will be the 
last article I will write for The Hambledonian on 
behalf of the Chapel. We are leaving the village 
to start a new adventure in the Scottish Borders, 
in the hope that we can both step back a bit from 
work-life commitments, and restore our inner 
resilience. I have really enjoyed sharing my 
thoughts over the years, and hope that they have 
been some help to you, and thank you to those 
who have encouraged me in the writing of them. 
We will be sad to leave the village, it is the most 
idyllic place to live, and will miss the friends and 
neighbours we have. I’m sure you will welcome 
the new residents that will live at our house in the 
same way you welcomed us. You may however see 
us around the village when we return to visit old 
friends, so it is not altogether a Goodbye. John 
Sargent will capably continue to write, and I am 
sure you will be blessed by what he has to share.


Char, Chat & Tunes
Fancy and cuppa, a get together, and a chat in a 


relaxed and cheerful setting? This takes place 
every 2nd Tuesday of the month at the Chapel, 
and all are welcome. It is an informal gathering 
in an atmosphere for friendship and fellowship. 
You do not need to book, but just turn up for a 
warm welcome, which will be especially pleasant 
as the winter months approach.


Prayer & Praise
We have been very blessed and inspired by the 
speakers we have had over the summer. We had 
Dom Muir – an evangelist who was a great 
example to us all for his enthusiasm and 
commitment to the Lord. We also really enjoyed 
the evening with John Wright – again an evangelist 
who shared with us simple ways of sharing our 
faith with strangers. We will be pleased to welcome 
the Salvation Army for our October meeting, 
and as this will be our Harvest celebration, all 
donations will go to their work. We would really 
love to see you at 7 pm for a time of praise, 
prayer, worship, good food and fellowship.


Bible School
We are pleased to welcome back out dear friend 
Roger French for a new four week Bible School, 
commencing on 23rd October at 10 am to 12 
noon. For any of you who have attended before 
you will know that Roger is a very respected 
Bible teacher with many years of ministry both as 
a Pastor as well as a teacher. There is no overall 


title for the course but it deals with three main 
topics: the relationship between the Jews and the 
Gentile nations, the interpretation of the parable 
of the Wise Virgins and the Last Judgment. The 
sessions are free of charge, and you are all most 
welcome to attend. There will be coffee and 
biscuits mid-morning, with a chance to quiz 
Roger more on the subject.


Craft Sunday
This continues on the 1st Sunday of each month 
at the usual service time of 10:30 am. It is a 
lovely opportunity for families to come and for 
children to take part in craft activities that teach 
the basics of the Christian faith. All children are 
welcome, and we are keen to see the lives and 
understanding of children enriched by what we 
share. Austin and Chris lead these sessions, and 
have some very inspiring and unique ideas for 
sharing our faith. Those involved in Children’s 
work at the Chapel have all been DBS checked, 
so if you would like to just drop your children 
off we will take care of them, or do feel welcome 
to stay for the service.


We all wish you a blessed and peaceful autumn, 
as we progress through the term. For any further 
information on our activities and events, please 
feel free to contact either of us.


Claire Hutfield 9263 2175
John Sargent 9263 2305


HAMBLEDON METHODIST CHAPEL


What Are You Doing Here?


Do you live alone or look forward to 
welcoming someone into your home for a 


freindly chat and a half hour with Duke?
Duke is a 17-month-old Cavachon (Cavalier 


King Charles Spaniel X Bishon Frishe) who is a 
fully trained and registered as a Pets as Therapy 
dog (PAT Dog) and is fully able and insured to 
visit all manner of establishments including the 
elderly, nursing homes, hospitals, schools and 
even prisons.


So if you believe you would like to meet Duke, 
give me a call and we will drop in on our daily 
walk around the village at no charge as my role is 
completely voluntary. (Please note at the time of 
writing I am heading towards my second hip 
replacement and should, with fingers crossed be 
fully recovered by October 1st onwards.)


Martin Clark
07521 023450


letter


Four-legged Friend
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No, this is NOT a picture from the church 
archives – Robin really did come back to 


baptise Harry and his brother James, who is the 
one sitting on top of the font! What is even more 
fantastic about this story is that Victoria (nee 
Clark) and her husband Steven had come all the 
way from Australia for the occasion.


Yes! You have got the connection! Victoria’s Mum 
and Dad are Richard and Rose Clark. Victoria 
was baptised and confirmed in our church. She 
attended Sunday School as a child and sang in the 
choir. She and Steven were married in our church. 
So, was living in Australia about to stop them from 
celebrating the arrival of the next generation? 
Certainly not!


Harry Stanton, Roseberry Silvester and Tommy 
Tucker have also been baptised. What a joy to see 
all these children baptised in Hambledon.


This 28-mile walk up the Meon Valley was 
planned as a suggested route which might 


have been taken by St Wilfrid, Bishop of York, 
in the late 7th century as he travelled through the 
lands of the Meonwara tribe, preaching 
Christianity. The walk starts at Titchfield Haven 
and follows the length of the river in six stages 
averaging five miles.


Walkers from the villages of the Meon Valley 
have gathered every year on the Saturday nearest 
to St Wilfrid’s Day (12th October) to walk a section 
of the trail. This year, the walk will cover the final 
section, from West Meon to East Meon.


Please join us on Saturday 13th October at the 


church of St John the Evangelist in West Meon 
in time to set off at 9:45 am. We should arrive at 
All Saints church, East Meon at midday. We will 
be welcomed with refreshments and a short service 
before dispersing, either to return home or to 
honour the old English tradition and walk on 
down to Ye Olde George or round the corner to 
the Izaak Walton.


As this is a linear walk with no bus service you 
may wish to consider car sharing. There is a free 
car park in East Meon on the road in from West 
Meon.


For more information please contact Robert 
Goulson (01329 832915)


On the morning of Saturday 4th August, the 
village came out in force to help with the 


bi-annual Church maintenance ‘action day’. The 
day is organised by the Fabric of the Church 
committee and invites all of those able and 
willing in the village to help with some routine 
(and not so routine!) maintenance jobs in and 
around the church grounds.


In total we were delighted to have over 20 
people pitch up to help which is one of the best 
turn outs in quite some time. There was a real 
mix of those with plenty of Hambledon history 
through to some much newer Hambledonians. 
We were blessed with the weather, although I 
think it was going to be fun either way!


Everyone got to work at 10 am with activities 
which included weeding, lopping trees, tidying 
around headstones, painting, clearing ivy from 
walls along with many other jobs. You may also 
have noticed a rather large bonfire on the day 
which was required to get rid of the huge amount 
of debris. Many apologies to anyone that was 
inconvenienced by the smoke. All in all, everyone 
put in so much effort and the results really speak 
for themselves.


For the more astute amongst you, you will also 
be aware that there is a rather large flagpole and 


weather vane missing from the top of the church 
tower. Although we didn’t quite manage all of this 
on the day itself, the old and rotten post was 
safely coaxed down over the course of the following 
week thanks to the amazing engineering abilities 
of a small team led by Paul Skilton and Toby Finch. 
Although it doesn’t look it from down below, it 
was remarkably heavy and tall! We hope to have 
a brand new flag pole up later in the year, although 
getting the new one up is another story.


Without this activity our amazing church and 
churchyard would quickly deteriorate so we want 
to say a big thank you for everyone that supported 
the day.


We finally finished around 1 pm with a BBQ 
for the team, which went down very well.


If you are interested in helping out with the next 
event (likely in the Spring of next year) then please 
contact Frank Luard, Toby Finch or myself.


As a brief aside, we would like to thank Paul 
Foster for his highly valued service as Chairman 
of the Fabric of the Church Committee. Paul 
has recently handed over to Toby Finch to allow 
him to focus more on his new Church Warden 
role. Good luck to both of you!


Dave Rose
Fabric of the Church Committee


CHURCH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL


Baptisms Many Hands Make Light Work


Meon Valley Pilgrimage Trail 2018
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What a wonderful summer we have had, 
glorious weather followed by garden-


rescuing rain! I’d like to open with a huge thank 
you to the members of the Horticultural Society 
for how lovely the Green Man beds have been 
through the summer. This has required hours of 
careful watering to keep the plants alive and 
looking good. Followed by a marvellous Show, 
with so much village talent in evidence. For some 
reason I didn’t win the Gentlemen’s cake – the 
Board of Inquiry reports soon!


I am delighted to report that after over two 
years of effort the fingerpost at the Green Man has 
finally been installed. It is a lovely piece of craft 
work and really adds to that part of the village 
matching the new one at Park Farm. Other village 
improvements under active work this period are:


New street signs, we have now contacted all 
owners and agreed positioning. We’ll now go out 
to tender on this.


After agreement with residents, we have engaged 
a designer for the George Planters to make these 
look lovely and compliant with road traffic 
regulations. He will also look at what we might 
do at The Gardens, work there is some way off 
still. We are working hard at phone box removal!  
(There’s no phone there now).


The smart new noticeboard has been installed. 
The right-hand part is for village groups to 
advertise activities (not the sale of your Granny’s 
bone china). The key is available from the People’s 
Market – who will be delighted to accept your 
sales notices!


Flood damage to flint walls has been repaired 
in West Street.


Improving the area near the Old Forge Tea 
Rooms, replacing nasty plastic posts with 
something more appropriate.


Refurbishment of the War Memorial in time 
for WW1 centenary commemorations.


We have heard back from the County Council 
about restricting HGV in the centre of the village. 
Their reply was pretty dusty. The police don’t 
support restrictions they can’t enforce – and most 
are ignored anyway. They have a casualty based 
policy, so until we can show that evidence – no 
change. We are trying to get SatNav maps to stop 
this traffic, but this isn’t easy.


You will see later in The Hambledonian a 
reminder from Jan Jarvie, the Chair of the Flood 
Action Group. Landowners should now be 
planning their autumn clear out of ditches, grips, 
overflows etc to allow flood water to move freely 
into the Big Pipe. We are aware that the ditch 
downstream of the Old Forge Tea Rooms to Hook 
Vinney is overgrown and we are pressing Hants 
CC for action.


We have been successful in bidding for ten 
silhouettes to help mark the centenary of the 
Armistice. They are life size cut out of a soldier 
just showing the shape. They are for use in 
communal spaces, churches, schools etc. – to 
remind us of the sacrifice of those who gave their 
lives and that they weren’t there at the end of the 
war. If interested please contact the Clerk.


Finally, we were delighted in the Parish Council 
to see the return of the torchlight procession. We 
were able to get clearance from our insurers 
without difficulty and a big thank you to the 
volunteers who remade the torches. It was a 
wonderful pleasure to hear the buzz from children, 
young people and those a little more mature in 
years. Bonfire next!


Paul Quinn OBE
Chair Hambledon Parish Council


Winchester City Council Extra Care 
development nominated for national 
award
Winchester City Council’s Extra Care development, 
Chesil Lodge, has been shortlisted for ‘Best Older 
People’s Housing Development’ (under 70 homes) 
in the prestigious Inside Housing Development 
Awards, which celebrate the very best residential 
developments across the UK from the past year. 
This award recognises a completed or planned 
development that creates homes for older people 
that are desirable and well designed to meet 
current and future care and support needs. Chesil 
Lodge, which opened in July, is an exciting and 
innovative development of 52 Extra Care homes 
for people aged 55 and over with an existing or 
potential care need. The £16m state-of-the-art 
development provides 44 one- and two-bedroom 
self-contained flats for affordable rent, six shared 
ownership flats and two flats sold on the open 
market. The Lodge offers an excellent range of 
communal facilities, including a restaurant, 
laundry, treatment rooms and lounges. It also 
includes a day care facility managed by Hampshire 
County Council.


Winchester City Council given clean 
bill of health by Auditors
The council has had to deliver its financial 
statements in record speed with the deadline 
brought forward for the final report by a month 
compared to last year, with a further month less 
for the external audit. The auditors also provided 
an unqualified opinion on the council’s arrangements 
for securing value for money by declaring a ‘no 
matters to report’ conclusion on this aspect of 
financial management.


M27 junction 4 to 11 Smart Motorway 
– Preparation Work
Between September 2018 and January 2019, 
contractors working on behalf of Highways England 
will be carrying out works in the carriageway 
hard shoulder and verges in preparation for the 


installation of the temporary traffic management. 
Traffic management including narrow lanes will 
remain in place thereafter. Some of the hard 
shoulder preparation works will neccesitate night 
time lane closures because of their proximity to 
the carriageway. The hard shoulder preparations 
will take place from September 2018 to January 
2019, on specific sections of the M27 between 
junctions 4 (M3 Interchange) and 11 (Fareham). 
The works will be carried out during a series of 
night time lane closures with a maximum of two of 
the lanes being closed, meaning there will always 
be one lane open from 10 pm to 6 am the following 
morning. This preparatory work will allow them 
to install traffic management, before the main 
construction work starts this winter 2018/2019.


Fly Tipping
It is illegal to fly tip with a potential of up to 
£50,000 in fines in addition to a maximum prison 
sentence of two years. When a contractor is 
disposing of waste from your property ensure that 
they are doing so correctly. You could be liable for 
fly tipping if they do not dispose of it correctly!


Ditches and Flood Prevention
Do you own land that has a watercourse or 
drainage ditch on or adjacent to it. If yes, then you 
are a riparian landowner and you are responsible 
for maintaining those watercourses. For more 
details check out HCC website: documents.
hants.gov.uk/flood-water-management/
ditchmaintenanceposter.pdf.


SDNP Local Plan Update
The first hearings of the Plan examination are 
expected on Tuesday 13th November in the 
South Downs Centre, Midhurst.


Contact your councillors:
Linda Gemmell: lgemmell@winchester.gov.uk 


Frank R. Pearson: fpearson@winchester.gov.uk 
Vicki Weston: vweston@winchester.gov.uk


PARISH COUNCIL


From the Chair of the Parish Council
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S COLUMN


News
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It’s nearly 20 years now since this ‘Star Wars’ 
episode was launched in our cinemas and 


another space drama success for George Lucas; but 
back then we didn’t have this creeping menace of 
computer or mobile phone scams and nearly 
every report I get now from the Police or specialist 
crime agency contains advice on what or what not 
to do if some hapless individual falls for one or is 
targeted to reveal sensitive financial information 
– the latter the most popular by far.


I think, unless someone in the village tells me 
differently, Hambledon has come through this 
summer reasonably unscathed when it comes to 
general local crime of the ‘opportunist theft’ type  
– by this I mean a broad spectrum including shed 
break-ins, cars broken into for valuables, number 
plates stolen for fuel ‘drive-offs’ etc., etc., but now 
follows, before the scary scam report, a brief 
roundup of what has gone on outside our ‘city 
walls’ these past few months. Read it as a warning 
and not drop your guard; complacency will get 
you falling foul of ‘Murphy’s Law’ and becoming 
yet another VVC (Voluntary Victim of Crime)!


In mid July, two mountain bikes were stolen 
from a locked shed at the bottom of the garden in 
Anmore Road, Denmead. A cheap battery powered 
shed door alarm would have disturbed them and 
the owners may still have had a bike each!


Note to self, aka, the reader, I must fit an alarm 
to my remote shed to deter thieves!


Garages were broken into in Exton and 
Meonstoke, unfortunately July ‘hotspots’ this year 
and soft targets with bikes, scooters and tools 
stolen. Cars broken into in the same villages with 
food stolen in one case (must be a hungry thief ) 
and a handbag and mobile stolen from the boot 
of a vehicle in Swanmore. The poor victims 
obviously didn’t heed the rule of never leave 
valuables in a car; thieves have now cottoned on 
to the fact that people lock valuables etc. out of 
sight thinking they’re safe, but boots are easy to 
open too, just like a car door. Haven’t you seen 
short jemmies for sale in hardware shops? I have, 
and this is the favourite tool of opportunist 


thieves, one that can be slipped easily in and out 
of a jacket pocket! I know there is no easy answer 
to this sort of crime but don’t make your car 
interior look like a sales counter, keep it as bare as 
possible and take the SatNav out!


Staying close to our neighbouring villages, a 
Denmead garage owner had expensive alloy wheels 
stolen overnight (no alarm) and a barn was broken 
into outside Waterlooville and 1000 Partridges 
stolen. These chicks were then, no doubt ‘winging’ 
their way (awful pun I know) to be sold to an 
unsuspecting game keeper for ‘bringing on’ at a 
shoot somewhere.


And bringing this roundup to a close (it could 
fill a couple of pages) a digger was stolen from a 
construction site in Droxford (have they heard of 
engine immobilizers that can be bought in Halfords 
or indeed Track locks that can be bought from a 
company based in Mersyside? I can supply an 
address if anyone’s interested.) Moving on. On 
the Long Road, Soberton (so local please note!) a 
parked car’s rear and front windows were smashed 
and the CD player stolen; and in Creech Wood, 
Denmead, both number plates were stolen off a 
parked car to be used, without the shadow of a 
doubt, in a fuel ‘drive off ’.


One bit of good news in all this ‘country crime’ 
is that two males were caught breaking into a 
vehicle in Uplands Road, Denmead, but I wonder 
how long their list of ‘previous’ was and did their 
luck just run out in their criminal careers?


Turning to Scams and Frauds: here’s one of the 
latest ‘wheezes’ and some old evergreen favourites 
with phone numbers to call if you suspect or fall 
for one. It’s your money the scammers are after; 
not your lawnmower or chainsaw, these are ‘peanuts’ 
compared; and money moving on the internet, 
legitimate or stolen, is at the ‘click of a button’!


People in the County are being contacted by 
phone with the caller claiming to be from HM 
Revenue and Customs, and they try to convince 
the victim that they owe tax arrears and ask for 
bank account details to pay promptly and avoid 


Welcome to Hambledon Village Hall Car Parking


For users of the Village Hall, Youth Hut and Grounds
• Please be aware of children playing.


• As a service to the village, we allow short term public use of the car park when not 
required by Hall users.


• No public parking when indicated.


• No overnight parking without prior permission.


• Group parking by prior permission only.


• Users of the car park do so at their own risk. The Trustees do not accept liability for 
any accidents, damage or loss incurred.


For contact and booking details visit hambledonhantsvillagehall.weebly.com.
Registered Charity Number: 301845


As I write, I am looking forward to joining the 
WI in celebrating 100 years in the village and 


its close association with the Village Hall during 
that time.


We will no doubt find out about the stories 
surrounding this building and also that of the old 
Village Hall in East Street, owned by the WI and 
used as a Community Hall for 61 years, despite 
being described as substandard! In 1946 the new 
VH project was inaugurated by Lady Taylor by a 
gift of £1000. Thus, the Youth Hut was built. 30 
years later, a newly revived VH committee 
bought the old hall from the WI and started the 
process of gaining planning permission for the 
new Village Hall.


Congratulations Hambledon WI. We are proud 
to be part of your history.


Car Parking for the Village Hall
Every few years or so we are asked by hirers to 
clarify the use of the Village Hall Car Park so I 
will include the wording displayed on the sign at 
its entrance. We are investigating ideas for clearer 
signs for use by hirers.


There seems to be confusion as to why we ask 
for no overnight parking. Many of our event 
organisers set up early in the morning, so cars left 


overnight will be in the way. Similarly, on school 
mornings when parents have our permission to 
park there, it can be congested with Pre-School, 
surgery and dance classes etc.


Occasionally, we give permission to outside 
groups, e.g. ramblers, to use our car park if there 
is no other function on. They are asked to make 
a donation. Last year, a few families made special 
arrangements for funeral and wedding parking as 
well as one-off overnight parking.


We are pleased to provide the above and short 
term parking for villagers, visitors and pub users 
but ask all to respect our conditions and remove 
their cars when signs are displayed. We do apologise 
to some of our organisers who have had 
difficulties and hope that this article will help.


To make a Booking
hambledonhantsvillagehall.weebly.com to check 
availability and make a booking or email 
bookhambledonvillagehall@outlook.com for 
enquiries. Bookings Secretary: Louise Mack 
9263 2010. Hall Tel. No (unmanned): 9263 
2949


Janet Harrison
Chair, Hambledon Village Hall Management 


Committee, 9263 2812


NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH


Scam Wars: ‘The ‘Phantom Menace’ of our 
Lives Now


VILLAGE HALL


Happy Birthday Hambledon WI!


continued on page 17
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My Dad, Robert Frank Beagley, Bob to most 
people, was born in this village on 30th  


January 1930, 88 years ago.
He always said he was born over the bank in 


West Street. It wasn’t a bank then and it isn’t a bank 
now. He was christened in Hambledon Church 
and went to Hambledon School. Iain, his son and 
I were born here and christened here. He walked 
me down this aisle and he married Joy here. They 
continued to go to Church on Sundays, Evensong 
was their favourite with what Dad said were 
‘proper hymns’. It is perfect that he is here now 
and will remain in the village he loved forever!


According to Dad he had a wonderful childhood. 
Roaming the countryside from dawn to dusk. 
Proper Summers and Winters, he’d say. He grew 
up during the War but this provided more 
adventures. At nine years old he caught the train 
at Droxford and went to visit his cousins in 
Farnham. He told many stories including one 
about a church gathering in a tent opposite Stuarts 
Green. He and some friends let a herd of calves 
into it. Another tale was trying to blow the phone 
exchange up. Not sure why or how but it created 
a lot of smoke. He never told us if he got caught 
or what happened next.


Bob met his first wife, Pam, at a party. He was 
introduced to her as ‘a rich farmer’. He could only 
wish! They married in 1960 and at first lived in a 
flat in Quarrywood before moving to April Cottage. 
The cottage he lived in for more than 50 years.


It’s not PC now but Bob and Pam were very 
involved in the Hambledon Hunt Supporters Club. 
Dad followed the Hunt all his life and rode if he 
could borrow a horse. In his 70s one of Dad’s 
greatest pleasures was going beating on the 
Bereleigh Estate.


Gardening was a huge pleasure for my Dad ever 
since I can remember. He loved being outside and 
his vegetables were amazing especially his runner 
beans and marrows. Not just veg either he won a 
prize for his gladioli too.


Dad always had a dog. From Jack Russells, to a 
succession of rescue retrievers. He would walk the 
lanes and woods every day and knew as many dogs 


as owners.
Dad cared for my mum throughout her struggle 


with Alzheimer’s. When Pam went into a home 
he visited every day until she died.


Dad, Mum and Joy had been friends for many 
years and had kept in touch even when she moved 
away. Together they were a great team and had so 
much in common – gardening, dogs, family etc. 
It was a happy day when they decided to marry. 
Joy gave Dad the happiest last years of his life.


Sadly Bob was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s too. 
Joy cared for him at home as long as she could. 
Again he was always smiling and pleased to see you. 
His memories of the past never deserted him and 
he could talk about Hambledon for hours. When 
his condition worsened Joy and I chose Wellington 
Vale Care Home.


There is so much to say about my Dad and so 
many memories, which as I wrote this came 
flooding back such as walking through the village 
with the dog late on Christmas night. He was the 
most gentle and caring of dads, husbands, grandpas 
and friends. He was a real gentleman. Dad was 
content with his life to the last. He loved his 
cottage, Joy, family and Hambledon very much.


Dad was pretty famous in Hambledon and 
Hambledon was his place. 


Penny Campone nee Beagley


As many of you will know, Hambledon 
Cricket played a huge part in Bob’s life both 


as a player, captain and eventually as its Chairman. 
He made his debut as a 15 year old in 1945, and 
remained connected and involved in the club 
throughout his life.


Having joined the club myself in 1977, I first 
got to really know Bob when he became Chairman 
in 1981. Bob stayed in this role for a remarkable 
12 years and records will show that those 12 years 
were probably the most prosperous, progressive 
and successful times Hambledon CC has had in 
its recent history.


Bob had both ambition and vision for the club 
and made an immediate impact by securing its 
long term future in overseeing the purchase of the 


freehold of the ground. He also secured the first 
club sponsorship enabling us to install a pavilion 
bar which provided the income to fund further 
ground improvements. Well ahead of his time, Bob 
arranged for the sponsorship to include naming 
rights so the old Recreation Ground became 
Ridge Meadow and it remains that to this day.


Bob became Chairman just as the Club had 
started playing league cricket some ten years after 
other clubs had done so – so we had a lot of 
catching up to do. Through gentle encouragement 
and support, his tenure as Chairman saw the club 
progressively move through the leagues with the 
final pinnacle of promotion to the Southern 
Cricket League in 1991 – local club crickets top tier.


We achieved promotion on a wet Saturday 
afternoon after our game against Rowledge had 
been abandoned.


I well remember sitting in Bob’s car as the rain 
fell and he was so happy that in just ten years he 
had presided over a club that had gone from a 
typical Saturday/Sunday village team to one of the 
top 20 clubs on the south coast with the facilities 
to match. However, I’m sure if he was here today 
he would say the highlight of his Chairmanship 
at Hambledon was our journey through the 


National Village Championship in 1989, 
culminating in our place in the final at Lords.


Our success created a lot of media interest 
which Bob handled with good humour and a real 
understanding of the Club’s unique place in the 
history of the game


I know that meeting the President of the MCC, 
Lord Bramhall, in the committee room at Lords 
as the Chairman of Hambledon Cricket Club was 
a source of great pride for him and rightly so. 
Throughout this period we worked alongside each 
other as Chairman and Secretary, Bob was always 
supportive and keen to see the Club make 
progress and grow.


Towards the end of his ‘reign’ he oversaw the 
introduction of a junior section at Hambledon. 
Junior cricket at Ridge Meadow continues to 
prosper and remains a lasting legacy today.


I will always look back fondly on those days 
working alongside Bob and our shared passion 
for Hambledon Cricket Club. They really were 
the Glory Years!


Throughout he was a good friend, kind, 
encouraging with always a smile and a chuckle and 
at all times and above all a real gentleman.


Chris de Mellow


OBITUARY


Bob Beagley


The following streets or areas will be prayed 
for during our daily prayers in church as 


indicated. Please let Jenny Bellinger (9263 2498, 
endcottage@btinternet.com) know of any 
particular issues you would like prayed for in 
‘your week’.


Week beginning
Sunday 7th October	 The Maltings
Sunday 14th October	 Old Barn Crescent
Sunday 21st October	 Cams area


Sunday 28th October	 Menslands Lane
Sunday 4th November	 Hoe Cross area
Sunday 11th November	 Rushmere area
Sunday 18th November	 Speltham Hill
Sunday 25th November	 Back Lane


You can leave requests for prayer at any time on 
the table at the entrance to the Good Shepherd 
chapel in church. They will be prayed for during 
the daily prayers in church.


Jenny Bellinger


Parish Prayer Cycle
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With the approaching change of seasons, it 
is time for us to consider how we can 


prepare for the possible effects of winter storms 
and rising aquifers. This is especially true for those 
of us with cellars and wells that require householder 
effort to plan what has to be done, and sometimes 
very quickly, to prevent damage from cellar 
flooding or overflowing wells.


The Flood Action Group (FAG) maintains a 
list of the properties prone to flooding from 
previous experiences, and communicates with those 
householders affected via email. It is therefore 
important that we have the latest contact details, 
or changes in circumstances. The FAG will provide 
information and assistance on a regular basis, 
along with continual updates on the situation on 
groundwater ingress throughout the village.


Using the words of Nick Bailey, our Flood 
Warning Coordinator for many years, cellars should 
be ‘critically examined’ to ensure the pumps are in 


good working order, hoses are sound, electrical 
items are removed, locations of fuse boxes are 
identified, and that cellar contents can be removed 
quickly. A checklist is an easy way to ensure all 
angles are covered by you, anyone helping you or 
people looking after your property if you are away.


The Environment Agency has improved the 
warning system to include the latest live data on 
groundwater levels. There is a link to the graphs 
with the max/min actuals and where cellar flooding 
is expected, which is updated every week.


Visit gov.uk/government/publications/weekly-
water-levels-hampshire-west-sussex-and-isle-of-
wight for more information. The latest 
information is also available from the Home 
Gauge Map, gaugemap.co.uk.


Jan Jarvie
Chairman Flood Action Group


jan.jarvie@btinternet.com


This year the village bonfire and fireworks will 
be held on Saturday 3rd November from 


5:30pm onwards on the glebe land above the 
tennis court. As in prior years the event is funded 
solely from the proceeds of the bar and BBQ so 
please come hungry and thirsty. We are keen that 
the event remains manageable and we do not breach 


any legal or safety restrictions. The intention is that 
it is for residents of the village and all those involved 
with the school only. If you have any wood to 
burn, please feel free to drop it off in the top of 
the field from October. We much look forward 
to seeing you and fingers crossed for the weather!


Tom Bailey, David Tester, Eddie Vincent


VILLAGE FAMILY BONFIRE NIGHT
Saturday 3rd November,


from 5:30 pm at the Upper Glebe 
field by the new tennis court


FREE ENTRY
Bar and BBQ selling local beer and sausages


Fireworks Display


FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY
ALL VILLAGERS WELCOME!


FLOOD ACTION GROUP


Preparing for Winter
BONFIRE NIGHT


Remember, Remember Saturday 3rd November


a heavy penalty and interest charges. HMRC 
will never ever call a taxpayer or any individual to 
discuss tax affairs on one to one basis, i.e. without 
your accountants involvement say, so just put the 
phone down, simple as that.


Doorstep Crime. Avoid these door bell cold 
callers and let them in at your peril! If they persist 
call the Police on 101 or if they get threatening 
and start to frighten you, call 999 after first 
closing the door!


Gardeners or Tree Surgeons offering general 
garden work or branch trimming.


Pressure washing of drives or roofs.
Drain inspection which normally results in 


unnecessary work.
Home insulation deals.
Spray foam insulation.
Gutter clearance.
Driveways including block paving and gangs 


that ‘have a bit of tarmac left over from a job’ and 
can give you a ‘good deal’ Yes, it lasts 6 months 
– if you’re lucky!


If you have any worries about a potential scam 
call the Citizens Advice helpline on 03454 
040506 and report ‘Doorsteppers’ to Trading 
Standards Service on 01962 833666.


And lastly, an interesting discovery I’ve made…
Old fashioned Fax machines, yes the machine 
introduced in 1979 that you feed a paper document 
into after punching in the numbers of the recipient 
and then ‘miraculously’ it feeds through the exact 
content or message down ‘the wire’ to come out 
to that recipient anywhere in the world, is I have 


been reliably informed, virtually ‘unhackable’ 
and spam is an extremely rare occurrence!


When the internet is plagued by these deadly 
viruses, and hacking problems cause international 
chaos, a massive increase of late, it seems that big 
organisations sending sensitive information revert 
to 70’s technology to stay safe! As the famous actor 
Michael Caine once said, ‘Not a lot of people 
know that…’


Sometimes the old security methods are best and 
good old common sense prevails when it comes 
to making your home your ‘castle’, but in this 21st 
century, modern crime methods are used more 
and more to steal money or identity in a wide 
variety of scams and electronic devices, sometimes 
without the victim knowing about it, it’s up to the 
individual to keep abreast of countering these 
threats and even asking savvy teenagers for help 
when it comes to the laptop or computer. (Yes, 
we all do it!)


And this coming winter season, the village’s 
‘mid-adults’ and senior citizens next main task is, 
and to avoid mirroring other villages crime 
misfortunes, to continue improving the integrity 
of our ‘castle keep’ and follow Police advised 
security measures I’ve recommended before in 
articles; fit good locks on anything that can be 
moved quickly by a thief (i.e. think like one) 
and, to be extra safe, fit alarms and CCTV with 
plenty of signage! Oh yes… and buy a dog! 


The darker Winter evenings approach yet 
again, so stay safe and keep watch!


Geoff Hartridge
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, Hambledon


Neighbourhood Watch
continued from page 12
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11th November – Armistice Day
11th November – Remembrance Sunday
28th October to 10th November – House to 


House/Static Collections. 
(Winchester CC 3th to 10th November)


Details for the Remembrance Sunday Service on 
11th November are:


10 am	 Parade and Band march to the Church
10:15 am	 Wreath Laying at War Memorial in 


the Churchyard
10:30 am	 Service of Remembrance.


Surgeon Commander Chris Hand MB ChB 
FRCS FRCS(Tr&Orth) Royal Navy will give 


the Address at the Service. After the service, there 
is a march-past from the Church to the Village 
Hall by the Royal British Legion, The TS Alacrity 
Band, youth organisations and anyone else who 
wishes to join in. Everybody is invited for coffee 
and tea offered by the Ladies of the Legion in 
the Village Hall.


We warmly welcome serving members of the 
Armed Forces who wish to attend in uniform.


Wooden Crosses, Poppies and Wreaths
Small wooden Crosses of Remembrance will be 
available for anyone who wishes to place them 
on the lawn in front of the War Memorial in the 
Churchyard. We hold a selection of Altar Poppies, 
Ladies Poppies, Plastic Car Poppies and Poppy 
Posies. Wreaths will be supplied for the various 
Organisations laying them at the War Memorial 
or elsewhere. Wreaths can be supplied for Funerals 
when appropriate. If requiring any of the above 
Contact Tony Coates, Hon Treasurer Hambledon 
and District RBL Branch. 9263 2307 or 
tcoates@btinternet.com.


Contacting the Royal British Legion
The website (britishlegion.org.uk) now has an 
online knowledge base or enquiries can be handled 
by email by completing the Online Form on the 
website.


A new Telephone Helpline Line on a free single 
number (0808 802 8080 from 8am to 8 pm seven 
days per week) for England and Wales which 
makes it much easier for callers to get access to 
RBL across the Country. The Contact Centre can 
deal with most calls immediately or for more 
complex enquiries pass the caller’s details to local 
Area Offices for specialist help. All callers needing 
additional advice will be contacted within three 
days – although in practice it can be much 
quicker than this – by the staff at the Area Offices.


Our ‘Pop In’ Centre
Provides face to face contact with Members and 
those needing help is in Southampton at 104 
Above Bar Street, SO14 7DT. The Area Manager, 
Area Administrator and County Secretary are 
based here whilst Welfare Officers are ‘hot desking’ 
in the Pop In Centres and many work from home 
to carry out their work across Dorset, Hampshire 
and the Isle of Wight. They work closely with 
SSAFA, Combat Stress and other Service Charities 
some of whom will use these RBL facilities. Close 
contact with Local Authorities is maintained via 
the ethos of the Military Covenant.


2017 Poppy Appeal
The last Poppy Appeal which ends on 30th 
September has raised £6,600 so far in Hambledon, 
Denmead and Hambledon Parade together with 
some special events.


Joining the Royal British Legion
The Membership Year runs from 1st Oct to 30th 
September the following year but new joiners now 
renew their membership on the anniversary of 
their first joining date.  Membership is open to 
everyone. Cost in 2018 is £17 plus £2 to the 
Hambledon Branch to cover local administration 
costs. Membership Forms are available from Nigel 
Frost, Hon Sec Hambledon RBL Branch. (9263 2703)


Tony Coates
Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser, Hon Treasurer 


Hambledon and District Royal British Legion


They have gone, my birds of summer. I will 
miss their swift swooping flight and their 


excited twittering in the nest. Now I must wait 
for long winter months before they come again 
– or will they? They have never missed returning 
to Kennett Lodge during the thirty-two year we 
have lived here but now there is a sad question 
mark over their arrival next year. This has been a 
very bad House Martin season for us in that only 
one of three nests was occupied. Instead of arriving 
in late April/early May the birds came in early 
June. They did what they always do – spend a 
couple of days twittering, then a few days away 
during which we are always worried that they might 
not return, and then a final settling down. Soon 
there were two little hungry beaks opening and 
shutting, begging for food – but it quickly became 
evident that there were no parents around – they 
had clearly deserted. The chirping had ceased.


We read reports of declining populations of 
House Martins in this country, but what about 
Hambledon? People are telling us that they think 
numbers have decreased but there are still plenty 
around. At the beginning of September, at 8 am 
in the morning, I watched the annual gathering 
of house martins over the vineyard opposite our 
house; it was the very start of their long journey to 
Africa. Two days later there was another gathering 
of up to 50 birds over the Baileys’ garden next 
door to us. Now they have gone.


Let us stop speculating and really find out what 
is happening in the parish of Hambledon. We 
would be grateful to anyone who can email us the 
number of nests in use on his or her house and we 
will repeat the operation this time next year. If 
the numbers of young can be counted too, that 
would be a real bonus.


Feathers
Feminism and suffragettes are subjects well to the 


fore currently but how many of you know about 
the connection between pioneering women and 
feathers? According to Nature’s Home, the RSPB 
magazine, Etta Lemon, a contemporary of 
Emmeline Pankhurst, successfully led a campaign 
to ban the importation of feathers which were 
used to adorn hats, clothing, and other fashion 
accessories as for example fans. She led a group of 
women coming from Manchester and Croydon 
which was ultimately to become the Society for 
the Protection of Birds. There were large numbers 
of birds to protect and in March 1888 a plumage 
sale in London sold 16,000 packages of snowy 
egret, peacock and argus pheasant duck and heron, 
8,000 parrots, 14,000 quail grouse and partridges, 
7,000 starlings, jays and magpies and many others 
including owls, gulls, terns, finches, larks and 
birds of paradise.


A popular use of feathers down the ages is in 
the making of fans. Our very good friend, Helene 
Alexander, Director of the Fan Museum in 
Greenwich, tells me that she is currently planning 
an exhibition of fans with feathers. She also told 
me how the using of feathers in fans goes right 
back to the age of the Pharaohs and two of them 
were found in the tomb of Tutankhamen; one of 
these still had the feathers on it. Roman ladies had 
peacock fans and in Elizabethan times ostrich 
feathers were in fashion, as they were in the 
Edwardian period.


Birds die, and species seriously diminish 
because of our ill use of their environment but at 
least we don’t kill them for their feathers with 
which to adorn ourselves. Let’s keep it that way!


Ruth Facer
ruthrogerfacer@btinternet.com


9263 2761


ROYAL BRITISH LEGION


Poppy Appeal and Remembrance Sunday 11th 
November


BIRD GUIDE


House martin update
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I write this to all those gentlemen who read this 
column who are of a certain age. That is what 


we used to call middle age, although now that we 
are all living longer I am not sure when that is 
supposed to occur. Have you become a hegan? 
Apparently instead of buying a speedy sports car 
or wearing a medallion – these were the symbols 
aspired to in my day – middle-aged men are 
becoming vegans, hence the name. My beloved 
(him outdoors) at around this age suffered his crisis 
by wearing flares, a leather jacket and long hair. I 
know it is very difficult to believe. I am sure it is 
a very worthy cause, but please do it properly. The 
nutritionist in me always worries that the correct 
balance of nutrients is managed, otherwise problems 
may occur. Him outdoors always thought that a 
Vegan was someone from another planet featured 
in Star Wars. Just shows how ignorant he is.


This autumn and winter we are all going to wear 
animal prints, so the magazines tell us. So dust off 
those leopard-design leggings that were all the rage 
a few years ago. I’m not sure it is a look I am fond 
of. The other fashion item that is an essential in 
everyone’s wardrobe apparently is a dress. I have 
searched for several years to find one that I like 
which suits me, but being of a certain shape, if I 
find one which fits one part of me the rest is so 
huge I look like a ship in full sail. I also don’t favour 
belts because I feel like a sack of potatoes tied round 
the middle. Does anyone else have these problems? 
This paragraph is largely aimed at the ladies, but 
if any gentlemen feels they would like to wear a 
leopard design dress, who am I to comment.


There is a movement to bring back several items 
of household equipment such as hostess trolleys 
and Teasmaids. These have apparently gone out of 
fashion and consequently are not now manufactured. 
I suspect that some of you still have these once 
treasured possessions, so are obviously ahead of the 
game. For those of you who don’t know a hostess 
trolley enabled you to cook things in advance of 
the meal and once placed inside the food kept hot 
until required. It allowed the hostess to remain 
calm and beautiful when the guests arrived. The 
Teasmaid was placed on the bedside table and you 


could make your early morning cuppa without 
leaving the bedroom. One of the tasks that him 
outdoors performs is to go downstairs, make the 
tea and bring the newspaper back to bed in the 
morning. It is much better for his fitness level to 
get this exercise, or so I tell him. I remember 
buying my parents a Teasmaid for their Silver 
Wedding, but I am not sure it was greatly used. 
The original cost about £25 which in today’s 
money would be over £300.


I don’t know how you felt in the very hot 
weather we have had this summer, but very little 
cooking went on in this house. If it couldn’t be 
cooked in a few seconds or BBQ’d then it had to 
be cold. It is nice now that it has cooled down a 
bit to think of spending time in the kitchen. So 
here comes the recipe. We haven’t had a pasta 
dish for some time so I thought you might like 
to try this one. It also uses courgettes which are 
plentiful at this time of year.


Courgette and Bacon Tagliatelle
1 tsp olive oil
150gms(6ozs) smoked bacon lardons or finely 
chopped bacon
4 medium courgettes coarsely grated
1 crushed garlic clove or more to taste
50gms(2ozs) Parmesan cheese or more if you like
1 tub (200gms) of low fat crème-fraiche
300gms (10-11ozs) tagliatelle


Heat the olive oil in a large frying pan and gently 
cook the bacon for about 5 mins until it starts to 
crisp. Turn up the heat and add the courgette to 
the pan. Cook for a further 5 mins until soft and 
just starting to brown, add the garlic and cook 
for a minute longer. Season with salt and pepper 
and set aside.


Cook the tagliatelle according to whether you 
are using fresh or dried pasta, and scoop out about 
a cupful of the cooking water. Drain the pasta and 
add to the bacon and courgette. Over a low heat 
toss everything together with the crème fraiche and 
about half of the Parmesan. If the mixture seems 


Normally, mid-summer is one of the best times 
of the year for nature watching. Sadly, this 


summer has been somewhat blighted for me by 
various interruptions caused by arthritis, hay fever 
and large numbers of ticks in the long grass, 
especially on Speltham Down. The very hot 
weather also made it difficult for long nature walks.


However, one prominent sighting did not rely 
on walking. At the lower end of Green Lane is a 
plot of land with no buildings on it, which suddenly 
was subject to much activity, with diggers and a 
squad of workers busily clearing the overgrown 
vegetation. Within days, it was all bare earth and 
a nice new shiny fence around it. My heart sank, 
because this is the only location in the parish where 
you can find Soapwort (Saponaria officinalis). This 
wild flower was cultivated long ago for its roots 
which make a lather and were used in old laundries 
and found near wells and springs. A short time 
later, vegetation began to re-appear, including 
masses of Soapwort prominent at the front of the 
site, so anyone driving up Green Lane from the 
centre of the village was treated to a mass of pale 
pink flowers!


At the end of August, the weather cooled a bit, 
so Gillian and I set off for the coast, the Chidham 
peninsula to be precise. On a beautiful sunny day 
tempered by a cooling sea breeze, we were treated 
to a Yellow Wagtail, two Bar-tailed godwits and, 
lying quietly in an empty field two young Peregrine 
falcons, within sight of their former home, 
Chichester Cathedral, its spire rising a few miles 
away.


A recent trip to Old Winchester Hill revealed 
a good selection of late summer/early autumn 
flora and fauna. A large Buzzard sat on a prominent 
fence post surveying its territory, apparently 


oblivious to a pair of juvenile Kestrels hunting. 
In the scrub, Yellowhammers and Goldfinches 
added colour. In a sunny secluded clearing, I came 
across ten Adonis blue butterflies and only one 
Autumn Ladies tresses. It was a bit later than usual 
for these tiny flowers, but rather disappointing 
compared to previous years, but this was short lived 
as we turned a corner onto the northern slopes to 
see masses of beautiful Devil’s-bit scabious.


Having read in the Hants and IOW Wildlife 
Trust bulletin that two ospreys were resting in 
passage on Thorney Island, we set off from Prinsted 
down the eastern side of the island to get to the 
landing lights of the small runway there. Only 
two other birdwatchers were there for company 
and we soon saw one of the magnificent birds 
perched on one of the landing light poles, intently 
scrutinising the adjacent creek for something 
tasty. As we were in a rather sparse copse of sloe 
trees (incidentally laden with fruit), the bird did 
not seem to notice us, or more likely it was too 
distracted to notice us. Suddenly the osprey 
launched itself a few feet into the water and was 
seen to grapple with a large fish or eel, which 
somehow managed to escape. A few minutes later, 
the bird flew off again this time returning with a 
smaller fish, which it carried onto the aforesaid 
post and started to devour it. This was an amazing 
sight, which reminded me of a visit to Loch Garten 
in Scotland as a ten year old, when the first pair 
of ospreys was recorded in the UK after a long 
absence due to persecution.


Apologies for the brevity of these notes, 
hopefully I will be able to get out more and find 
lots to report on next time.


Doug Rose-Smith
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a little dry add the cooking water from the pasta. 
Season if necessary and serve in bowls and 
scatter with the remaining cheese. 


A little chopped chilli or chilli flakes can be 
added with the garlic if liked. I usually use quite 
a lot of Parmesan, so if you are greedy like us, 
use plenty. 


Mavis Jones


Home Page
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I have played for Shepherds Bush and Ropley 
Cricket Clubs but by far the best is Hamledon 


CC. I moved to the birthplace of Cricket in 
February and was a bit nervous about joining a 
new club but I could not be happier.


I feel like I’ve joined a family – everyone 
(children, parents and coaches) is so friendly.


Both the U11B’s (that’s my team) and the 
U11A’s were unbeaten this season and won their 
leagues (Yes!).


On the penultimate ball of the season Thomas 
in the U11B’s hit the first six of the season securing 
a win against Havant 236-92. The last ball of the 
season, however, was a wicket. I got out!


At the training on Fridays my Mum and Dad 
watch me, sipping a sneaky pint, and my sisters 
Marlie (an excellent bowler) and Kitty (a not so 
good bowler) play with their Pikmi Pops on the 
sidelines. If you get hungry you can use your hard-
earned pocket money in the tuck shop where 
there are drinks and 30p sweet bags. 


At Hambledon the teachers are 100% friendly 
and 100% committed to their volunteered jobs. 
First there is Danny, the manager of the U11Bs 
who has taught me loads. There is Sal who takes 
no nonsense but is hilarious. There is Sam the 
Aussie, who always asks me ‘Hey Zeb, what do 
catches win?’ and I always answer ‘Matches’. And 
of course all the other parents and Grandparents, 
like Harry’s dad Matt, who are fully involved. 
And last but not least there is Leccy (Mark) who 
is the beating heart of the club. In addition to 
everything else he does for us, he runs holiday 
cricket courses in which there is a lot of kwik 
cricket and hardball in the nets. They’re really fun 
and I took my two best friends Emily and Max 
from London there this Easter – they didn’t want 
to leave.


I feel really lucky to be a member here – 
thanks for having me!


Zeb, U11B Hambledon CC


Hambledon CC runs nine junior teams from 
Under 7’s to Under 15’s and three adult teams. 
There are approximately 140 junior members (boys 
and girls). The juniors train outdoors from late 
April to August, they also have indoor winter nets 
from January to March at Crookhorn School. We 
are always looking for more players and members, 
supporters, more helpers (coaches, team managers, 
groundsmen, etc.) and of course sponsors.


Contact mleclercq@tiscali.co.uk to get 
involved.


One sunny Sunday afternoon my garden nap 
was disturbed by Doug Robertson 


informing me that we had a swarm of bees on the 
post of our front door handrail. On inspection 
they did indeed appear to have settled in for the 
duration. Trying hard to remember if anyone 
knew anything about, or in fact kept, bees I had 
a brain wave and called Andrew Negus. Not only 
does he know a bit about bees he keeps them and 
as luck would have it had an empty hive ready 
and waiting.


Within minutes he was outside the house in all 
his gear brushing the swarm into a cardboard box! 
It soon became apparent that the Queen was in the 
box because after an hour or so the swarm had 
moved from our fence post into the box, a success.


Later that evening, after all the scout bees had 
returned Andrew took the swarm up to their new 
home at the top of Speltham Hill. He tells me that 
they appear to have settled in very well but that he 
did suffer for the cause; a bee got up his trouser 
leg and stung him!


Chris Dixon


LOCAL INTEREST


My Club Hambledon CC
LOCAL INTEREST


A Swarm of Bees


Wanted church flower arrangers, ladies and 
gentlemen, to arrange flowers in St Peter 


and St Paul’s church. No experience necessary, 


just a love of flowers and to be able to work in a 
lovely building.


Please contact Alison on 9263 2366.


CHURCH FLOWERS


Urgent
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We have had many comments about what a great 
day it was with a lovely community feel. We are 
very fortunate to live in such a special place.


Please do come and support the HortSoc 
committee at our AGM in the village hall on 
27th November and don’t forget the Social on 1st 
February – details to be announced!


Thank you again.
Ruth Twiney


Chairman of Hort Soc


The Hambledon Twinning Association is 
holding an Autumn drinks party at Lindsay 


Cottage, East Street, on Tuesday 16th October 
from 6:30 pm. Members and anyone interested in 
joining the association are invited.


The event has a wine theme and a bit of a 
twinning fund-raising purpose. Michele and I 
have accumulated a “collection” of wine over the 
years which we have thought “too good to drink.” 
(One or two may be so old that they are “too bad 
to drink,” but see below).


The aim will be that the entrance fee of £10 buys 


you a glass of wine and canapes. Then subsequent 
glass(es) of wine, from some of our bottles which 
we will have opened and checked, will be on sale. 
There will also be a raffle for some unopened 
bottles which, for a £1 raffle ticket, would be 
worth a “punt.” You may end up with a really 
good bottle – or at least a conversation piece if 
you later share it with friends!


Any donations of wine (old or new) to assist 
would be much appreciated.


David Griffiths 
DavidGriffiths7@aol.com


It is always lovely to wake up to good weather 
but it is also a great relief on Show Day! Wet 


weather would make it very challenging!
We hope you will agree that it was a brilliant day. 


Entries were up (despite the hot weather having 
brought flowers and veg on early) and were of a 
very high standard. We had many complimentary 
comments from the judges. The village hall was 
full of colour and lovely scents and there was a 
wonderful array of cookery and craft. Other people’s 
talents never cease to amaze me.


There was a lovely selection of stalls in the 
grounds – something for everyone and much fun 
was had in the arena by the children. Delicious 
teas as always and a lovely atmosphere. The day 
then continued with the Torchlight Procession and 
then there followed the Barn Dance and BBQ 
– both very well attended by all ages.


As you can no doubt imagine it takes a great deal 
of hard work to put on such a show both before 
and on the day. There are so many people to thank 
and the Hort Soc committee wanted to take this 
opportunity to say a very big thank you to 
everyone who helped in anyway to make it such 
a successful show.


We are once again very grateful to the Country 
House Company for its sponsorship which we much 
appreciate. Our thanks also to the Parish Council 
for taking over the responsibility for the Torchlight 
Procession (the naked flames were very popular) 
and in particular to the team that organised it.


HAMBLEDON TWINNING ASSOCIATION


Wine – Old and New
HORITCULUTURAL SOCIETY


Summer Show


Horticultural Society
continued from page 21
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Is it October already? Autumn colours and 
Halloween, fireworks and campfires, are upon 


us. Tiny hands warmed by the fire and a toasted 
marshmallow or two for good measure; it must 
be time for an update from the Pre-School.


A quiet start crept upon us all this September 
as we began the new school year with only eight 
pupils. But that hasn’t stopped us from having 
lots of fun already this year.


Our theme for this term is nursery rhymes and 
with the use of craft and drama we’ve been ‘Going 
On A Bear Hunt’, indulging in a smorgasbord 
with ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’, putting ‘Humpty 
Dumpty’ back together again and singing about 
little ducks, twinkling stars and speckled frogs.


As well as our indoor activities, we’ve been 
getting out and about around the village, going on 
adventurous expeditions and playing in the park. 
In our outdoor area the mud kitchen, sand and 
water trays have had lots of use and we’ve been 
enjoying the last of the fruit and vegetables we 
grew last year. We’re also hoping our pumpkins 
will be ready for Halloween so we can carve 
some lanterns.


Play dough, paints and glue at the ready, we 
have been welcoming younger members of the 
community and their parents or carers into the 
Pre-School for creative and messy play sessions. 
Our regular pre-school children have loved showing 
the younger ones how it’s done and much fun has 
been had by all! If you have a wee one and would 
like to come and join us, then pop into the Pre-
School between 9:30 and 11 am on Mondays and 
1 and 2:30 pm on Wednesdays. It’s open to all, 
costs just £2 and both sessions include a snack 
and a drink to boost those creative muscles.


We are also pleased to say that we are trialling 
after school sessions this term and would love to 
hear from you if you have a child between the ages 
of two and eight and require after-school care. 
Even if you have it covered this term, if you’d like 
to use the facility in the New Year then please do 
sign up now so we can make arrangements for 
staffing. This provision is currently £6.50 an hour 
and we accept 15 and 30 hour funding as well as 


childcare vouchers. At the moment we only have 
a few children that have taken us up on this service 
and as it stands this will not be enough for it to be 
viable next year. We’d love to be able to offer after 
school care in the village so please do let us know.


We also have regular day care places available for 
two-four year olds and accept 30 hour funded 
places. Parents can check their eligibility for 30 
Hours Childcare (and for Tax-Free Childcare) by 
visiting the Government website. If you would like 
more information please contact Emily Moore at 
the Pre-School on 9263 2242 to arrange a visit.


From all at the Pre-School, we hope you have 
a wonderful autumn.


Dawn Nelson


I was delighted to welcome the children back to 
school last week. Our pupils returned from 


their summer holidays eager and excited to get 
straight in to their learning. It was especially 
wonderful to welcome the fifteen new Year R 
pupils who are starting ‘big school’ for the first 
time. They will be joining our Year 1 pupils in our 
new ‘Robins’ class.  Builders worked really hard 
over the summer holiday to renovate two of our 
existing rooms and prepare a larger learning space 
that will form a perfect learning environment for 
our youngest children.


This year all of our classes have been named after 
birds that can be found in Britain and Uganda. 
This is to celebrate the fact that Hambledon 
Primary School has twinned with Rihamu School 


which is located in the Queen Elizabeth Park, 
Uganda. Mrs Foster visited the school over the 
summer holiday, taking with her small gifts and 
the best wishes of Hambledon School. Our 
children will be exploring the similarities and 
differences between the two cultures. In addition 
to pairing the children up with pen-pals and 
holding conversations with our new friends using 
Skype; we will also be exploring dancing in the two 
countries. We are looking forward to teaching our 
friends in Uganda to dance around the Maypole, 
while our children will try out traditional 
Ugandan ones.


Mr Paul Davies
Headteacher


HAMBLEDON PRE-SCHOOL


After School Club Starts at the Pre-School
HAMBLEDON PRIMARY SCHOOL


Twinning with Rihamu School, Uganda
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All three sections had a wonderful summer term 
doing loads of events and activities between us. 


On the last weekend in June, a little earlier than 
normal, we held our famous annual family camp 
at Lyons Copse. This is the weekend when families 
camp with their scouting children helping us to 
run the bases and take part in some themselves.


It started after school on the Friday night when 
after registering in and setting up their tents, families 
came together for dinner. Once the children were 
in bed, that’s a challenge on the first night of any 
camp, the adults enjoyed a relaxed campfire.


Saturday began with a cooked breakfast in 
readiness for a full on day of activities which this 
year included climbing and then abseiling down a 
wall, cooking trout on an open fire, making some 
wonderful creative models out of wood which 
the children then got to paint, sailing around an 
Island on a raft and following a trail for a treasure 
hunt with a compass. After all that and more had 
finished everyone, who wanted to, got to take part 
in the famous ‘water fight’. This was huge fun with 
paddling pools full of water for re loading and very 
excited people (that’s just the dads). Once all the 
water was used up, everyone got into their fancy 
dress costumes ready for dinner and the group 
camp fire where we all had a good old fashioned 
sing song scouting style. After that hugely busy 
day it was so much easier to get the children to bed!


Then unfortunately all good things must come 
to an end and after breakfast it was time to break 
camp for another year. Thank you to everyone that 
helped make family camp happen. For the diary 
family camp is the 5-7th of July 2019 at Lyons Copse.


All the sections continued until the end of term, 
which we finished with a group party on the land 
near the Hurdles pub that we are allowed to borrow. 
This year we invited parents/carers to join us with 
their picnics by the river. It was a lovely evening.


So that was it for our weekly meetings until 
September – just our group camp to go and what 
a camp it was…


H00 is a county camp that is organised for 
Hampshire that all groups can go to. Having 
previously attended the first two camps in 007 


and 0014 we knew 0018 was one not to miss out 
on. As you know, for the past 4 years we have 
camped with 2nd Waterlooville Scout group, 
making Hamblelooville, so between us this 
Summer we took 56 cubs and scouts for a week to 
Buddens farm, Dorset to H0018. We were joined 
for 2 days by 11 beavers making 67 children and 
29 adults at our top number for the monster party 
on the Tuesday night.


As the camp is so big, with over a thousand 
young people, the organisers were able to get in 
activities very different to a normal scout camps 
due to a big budget. There were just so many 
things to do – zorbing, inflatables like you have 
never seen, dragon boat racing, crate stacking, 
aerial assault course, tunnelling, up-and over bike 
cycle, zip wire, water rockets, trip to Brownsea 
Island, fancy dress parade, caving, tug of war, 
giant leap, rock climbing and the list could go on 
and on and on. There were so many things to see, 
do and try during the week that your head was 
spinning and that was just the adults. The camp 
was totally amazing – even if we did all come 
back exhausted, it was so worth it when you saw 
everyone’s faces and heard their stories (that’s 
after they had slept of course). As a group of over 
30 adults we should be very proud of ourselves 
as four years ago it was our first camp with 2nd 
Waterlooville and we were the smallest group at 


Private, 41822. 2nd Bn., Royal Scots fusiliers, who 
died on Monday, 14th October 1918. Lived in 
Hambledon; son of Mr G Warner of Corhampton 
Works, Bishop’s Waltham, Hampshire.
Cemetery: Dadizeele New British Cemetery, 
Moorslede, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium
Grave reference: VI. A.19
Location: Dadizeele New British Cemetery is 16 km 
east of Ieper town centre on a road leading from 
the N8 Meenseweg, connecting Ieper to Menen via 
Geluwe. From Ieper town centre the Meenseweg 
is located via Torhoutstraat and then right onto 
Basculestraat. Basculestraat ends at a main 
crossroads, directly over which begins the Meenseweg. 
Geluwe village and the left hand turning onto 
the Nieuwstraat (later called Derdeansiersstraat, 
towards Dadizele) is 12 km along the N8. Some 
5 km along Nieuwstraat lies the village of Dadizele. 
The cemetery is lOOm after the left hand 
turning at the junction with Celuwestraat and 
Beselarestraat, in the village of Dadizele.
Historical information: The village was reached 
by the 36th (Ulster) division, and taken by the 


9th (Scottish Division), on the 29th September 
1918, after remaining in German hands during 
almost the whole of the War. Severe fighting 
followed, on the 1st October, at Hill 41, 1.6 km 
south-south-east of the village.Dadizele New 
British Cemetery is in fact an extension of the 
Communal Cemetery. It was made after the 
Armistice by concentrations from other burial 
grounds and from the battlefields of 1918 (there 
are a few 1914 graves in Plot VI. Row D). The 
graves are mainly those of the 36th, 9th and 35th 
Divisions. Those of one American airman, one 
Belgian civilian and two unidentified Germans 
have been removed to other cemeteries. There 
are now over 1,000 First World War casualties 
commemorated in this site.
Historical context: The bodies of 34 men 
(including William H Warner) from the 9th 
Scottish Division who all fell on 14th October 1918, 
were transferred from the Black Watch Cemetery, 
Ledcghern, which the Division captured in the 
final advance which forced Germany to sue for an 
Armistice which ended the war four weeks later.


HAMBLEDON VILLAGE SCOUT GROUP


News from your Village Scout Group
book of remembrance


William H Warner


H0014. This year for our 5th camp together we 
were the biggest group at 96 people…WOW! 
There was a lot of talk around the camp about 
how mad we all were…it helps!


We created a closed Facebook group where we 
could put photos of the children/adults all week 
for the parents/carers to see. The photos showed 
all the amazing things the children and adults got 
to do. Those memories will stay with them forever. 
One photo summed up what a great time they 
all had. It was of one of my cubs who had fallen 
asleep in the car at the end of camp before her 
mum had even got to the main road!


I’m writing this now at the beginning of a new 
term, looking forward to all the new adventures 
our scouting children and adults will be having 
this coming year ahead. These include another 
camp in October, pantomime in December and 


a trip to Legoland next March. Here’s to another 
year…


Thank you so, so much to all our helpers, 
parents and leaders that allow the scout group to 
keep moving forward. We could not do it without 
you – you’re amazing! Scouting is such a worthwhile 
organisation to get involved in – you get so much 
back from it.


Now for a plea for help - we have been very 
lucky for the past four years to keep our equipment 
at West End farm. We thank you. However that 
is now coming to an end, so does anyone in the 
village or surrounding area have any spare 
building(s) going spare that we could keep our 
group camping kit in. Please contact me on the 
email below if you have any ideas to help us.


Thank you for reading what we have been up 
to. Have a wonderful Autumn.


Chil and all the leaders from Hambledon Village 
Scout group, Karenanncross1@gmail.com


Hambledon Village Scout Group
continued from page 28
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Sunday 7th October
Journey’s End
March 1918. 
C-company arrives to 
take its turn in the front-
line trenches of northern 
France, led by the war-
weary Captain Stanhope 
(Claflin). With a German 
offensive imminently 
approaching, the officers 
(Bettany, Graham, 
Sturrage) and their cook 
(Jones) use food and the 
memories of their lives 
before the war to distract themselves, while Stanhope 
soaks his fear in whisky, unable to deal with the 
dread of the inevitable. A young officer, Raleigh 
(Butterfield), arrives fresh out of training and abuzz 
with the excitement of his first real posting – not 
least because he is to serve under Stanhope, his 
former school house monitor and the object of his 
sister’s affections. Each man is trapped, the days 
ticking by, the tension rising and the attack drawing 
ever closer.


Journey’s End is a highly acclaimed film adaption 
of the play of the same name and very appropriate 
as we mark the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1.


Sunday 4th November
The Bookshop
England, 1959. Free-
spirited widow Florence 
Green (Emily Mortimer) 
risks everything to open 
a bookshop in a 
conservative East 
Anglian coastal town. 
While bringing about 
a surprising cultural 
awakening through works 
by Ray Bradbury and 
Vladimir Nabokov, she 
earns the polite but 
ruthless opposition of a local grand dame (Patricia 
Clarkson) and the support and affection of a 
reclusive book-loving widower (Bill Nighy). As 
Florence’s obstacles amass and bear suspicious signs 
of a local power struggle, she is forced to ask: is 
there a place for a bookshop in a town that may 
not want one? Based on Penelope Fitzgerald’s 
acclaimed novel and directed by Isabel Coixet 
(Learning to Drive), The Bookshop is an elegant 
yet incisive rendering of personal resolve, tested 
in the battle for the soul of a community.


19th October talk by Kit Power


Kit Power has been sailing almost all his life and 
has always been fascinated by the exploits of 


the early sailors in high latitudes. He remembers 
his grandmother talking about Franklin – in her 
youth the whole heroic Franklin story was still a 
current issue, full of British stoicism and courage, 
shrouded in mystery and rife with speculation.


The discovery of the North West Passage became 
a British obsession in the first half of the 19th 
century and much had already been discovered when 
Franklin’s expedition was sent out to discover the 
last link which would prove the existence of a 
passage. His expedition was the best equipped ever 
and when it set out in May 1845 no-one doubted 
that it would be successful. And then these two well-
prepared ships simply disappeared, with all their 
crews, leaving almost no trace of what had happened.


Kit will describe the early history of the search 
for the Passage, Franklin’s doomed expedition, and 
the numerous later expeditions which attempted 
to discover its fate, including the recent discovery 
of the wrecks of the two ships. This is a story of 
appalling hardship, great heroism and, at times, 
utter stupidity.


Join us at 8 pm on Friday 19th October in the 
Village Hall for this fascinating and expertly given 
illustrated talk. Non-members who would like to 


come please contact Martyn on 9263 2800 or 
martynkille@btinternet.com.


HAMBLEDON ARTS SOCIETY


Film Nights for October and November


All our films are screened at Hambledon Village Hall. Doors open at 7:30 pm with coffee, tea, wine, 
soft drinks and ice cream available. Films begin at 8 pm. Tickets are £5 on the door.


Martyn
9263 2800


HAMBLEDON ARTS SOCIETY


‘Franklin and the North West Passage’


Private, 20795
16th Bn., Hampshire Regiment, transferred to 
(281696) 649th Agricultural Coy., Labour Corps, 
who died on Wednesday, 16th October 1918, 
aged 42.


Son of George Hall of Hambledon, Hampshire; 
husband of Winifred Kate Hall of Cams Lane, 
Hambledon.
Cemetery: St Peter and St Paul churchyard, 
Hambledon, Hampshire 


book of remembrance


James Frederick Hall
Toddler group meets every Tuesday morning 


from 10 am to 11:30 am and is hosted either 
in various houses around the village, or in the village 
hall. It’s an excellent opportunity to meet other 
people with young children and babies in the village, 
share some tea and cake! We hold regular socials 
and support local venues. If you would like to 
come along please contact Sarah Mackie at 
sjmackie@hotmail.co.uk, phone 07791831808, 
or find us on Facebook. All babies and toddlers 
under school age welcome!


Sarah Mackie


The workshop on Tuesday 23rd October is a 
floral demonstration/workshop titled 


‘Autumn Colours ‘ by Gill Sadler.
Tuesday 27th November is a floral demonstration 


titled ‘Home for Christmas’ by Lucinda Knapman.
Both meetings held in The Meon Hall 1:45 pm 


for 2 pm.
Please note the change of date to Wednesday 


12th December for our Christmas lunch. For 
further details please phone Margaret on 01489 
878349.


Alison Bartlett


MEON VALLEY FLOWER CLUB


Workshops
BABY AND TODDLER GROUP


Toddler Group
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On Saturday 15th September the Village Hall 
was full of people to see the wonderful displays 


by Hambledon WI and HAS Local History Group. 
Cream teas were enjoyed from mid-afternoon and 
drinks and nibbles in the evening.


The WI were celebrating their 100th anniversary 
since they became the tenth in the country to be 
founded. Their displays included information on 
the background and ethos of the WI and a well 
presented wartime rationing display with examples 
of the rations compared to an up-to-date shopping 
basket. There were two wonderful collections of 
photographs of various local WI occasions and 
activities, many in fancy dress and including 
people easily recognised. There was a table of 
many articles produced in craft classes by local WI 
members. Also, presented as a washing line, (with 
contrasting knickers each end of the period!) they 
displayed a 100-year time line of WI events 
compared with what happened in the world.


The Local History Group’s displays concentrated 
on Hambledon’s past shops and trades. There 
were collections of old photographs displayed as 
roads, mainly East, West and High Streets, and 
of the many shops and business long gone over 
the years. There were old albums, books and 
ledgers and examples of information from trade 
directories and advertisements for Hambledon 
businesses. Also displayed was a beautifully-
painted map originally created for the millennium 
exhibition. On the big screen on the stage ran a 
continuous slide show of more old pictures of 
Hambledon.


Fran and JJ were also present with their 
excellent collection of old Hambledon postcards 
and some interesting items of old shop equipment.


During the afternoon people could take a break 
from the displays and sit together and enjoy the 
very popular cream teas. In the evening visitors 
enjoyed a glass or two of wine and some nibbles.


The occasion was rounded off with a congenial 
discussion session about Hambledon WI and our 
past shops and trades. Mavis told us about the 


Women’s Institute nationally and how Hambledon 
became the tenth in the country. She gave us 
details about the WI’s ethos and what it offered 
to interested people. Heather told us about her 
nearly 50 years with Hambledon WI and of the 
many events including Fashion Shows, a 
Georgian Ball, a Hawaiian evening and visits to 
Denman, the WI’s residential college. The talk 
turned to remembering the shops and businesses 
of the past and many people joined in to tell of 
what they remembered. Childhood memories 
gave us information, new in some cases, about the 
thriving village of 60 years ago and how things 
have changed over the years.


Much hard work went in to producing the 
displays and congratulations and thanks go to the 
WI team of Mavis, Ann and Teresa and the Local 
History group for an excellent event.


Martyn


LOCAL HISTORY GROUP


Hambledon WI 100 years/HAS History 
Group Event
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In the last issue I wrote about the lamentably low 
profile of English folk music; at such length in 


fact that there wasn’t space for the photographs of 
the guests we enjoyed in May and June. So this 
time I’ll spare you the rant to make space for Said 
the Maiden and Cosgrave and Banks, as well as 
the review of July’s unusual quartet.


Wild Willy Barrett’s Roaring Tour
Despite counter attractions (football from Moscow 
on the box), the last night of this season saw another 
full house superbly entertained by a talented quartet 
of performers. Mary Holland on cello and 
keyboard, John Devine on whistles, uillean pipes 
and percussion, Ejay Williams vocals and of course 
Wild Willy himself on fiddle, guitar and banjo. The 
audience were treated to songs in Welsh, French, 
American and English. By explanation, there’s no 
way that the opening Mule Skinner’s Blues could 
have been in anything other than American. With 


great repartee between the band and the audience, 
a fine time was had by all.


Re Wild Willy, by his standards this was a 
fairly conventional evening, try YouTube for his 
more wackier ideas and performances.


Floor spots. Thanks, here to Jenny, Johnny, 
Vince and Steve, and to Terry for compering.


JJ


Future events
Wednesday October 10th: Hickman and Cassidy
A welcome return of this dynamic duo, who proved 
so popular on their first appearance here in 2014. 
James’s emotive, soaring vocals and driving guitar 
are complemented by Dan’s ingenious, virtuoso 
fiddling. Together they cover a wide range of music 
including Irish fiddle tunes, bluegrass, traditional 
and contemporary folk songs, blues and swing; 
their sound bursting with the humour, heartbreak 
and excitement of these genres. As our reviewer 
put it in 2014: ‘James and Dan are not only superb 
musicians but have one of the most amusing acts 
to be seen in Hambledon for some time. Not a 
simple comic versus straight man, more a double 
helping of dry self depreciation.’


Wednesday November 14th: Jody Kruskal
If you were at the club in 2016 you will surely 
remember Henry, the dancing puppet, who made 
a brief appearance! He will be performing along 
with his master Jody Kruskal. Jody presents an 
eclectic mix of American old-time and blues songs 
and music, singing to his fabulous accompaniments 
on his Anglo Concertina. Hailing from New York 
City, he loves to perform in the UK where his 
concerts offer a warm and engaging solo presentation 
of traditional and popular American songs of 
yesteryear. From witty and humorous ditties to 
songs that explore the depths of the human 
condition, with plenty of opportunity to join in 
the chorus. ‘What a performer!’ Ryburn Folk 
Club.


8:30 pm start (doors open at 8 pm). Entry: 
£10 (£8 members, £5 under 18’s and students).


John Thornton


Our Annual Meeting was held on 8th May. 
This is the evening where we choose the 


Resolution to go forward to the WI AGM, and 
we voted for the Resolution to reduce the stigma 
of mental health problems. Reports were read by 
the Secretary, Treasurer and President covering the 
year May 2017-2018, and votes were taken for 
Committee members. The Committee remain the 
same. The evening ended with wine, and a superb 
selection of cheeses.


Our Garden Meeting was held at Barn House 
on 12th June. It was not as warm and sunny as we 
were getting used to, but we sat in Diana’s pretty 
garden, and Jackie Foster gave us a short talk on 
being a Physiotherapist, and we did some gentle 
exercises to music. A lovely selection of food for 
supper – we had each taken a plate to share – and 
always just the right amount of salads, savouries 
and sweets! Thank you Diana for your hospitality.


On Monday 23rd July – the exact date of the 
first WI Meeting in Hambledon 100 years ago, we 
all met at Hambledon Vineyard at 1:30 pm for a 
conducted tour. It was a scorching hot day, and 
we were shown inside, where the lovely Holly 
explained how the vineyard was started by Sir Guy 
Salisbury-Jones in the 1950’s and its progression 
through to the present day, now owned by the 
Kellett family. We trouped outside to see the neat 
rows of vines and the ripening grapes, but it was 
too hot to linger. Into a huge green building, full 
of machinery, where the grapes are crushed and the 
juice collected. We went up two spiral staircases 
to see more machinery, until the magic happens, 
and the juice becomes the sparkling wine and is 
finally bottled. Holly was a mine of information 
and answered all our questions with a smile. Back 
on the ground, we were shown into a room where 
large round tables had been set for tea. First we 
had a “tasting” of two of the famous sparkling 
wines. The wines were delicious – crisp and 
sparkling and we enjoyed them both. (In a recent 
blind tasting, Hambledon wine came 1st to beat 
French champagne!) Teapots were brought in and 
we enjoyed a lovely cream tea. A lovely afternoon 
to celebrate our special anniversary.


To continue with the celebrations, instead of 
our usual BBQ in August, we had a 1918 
evening and supper. Costumes of that time were 
requested but not obligatory, but most of us 
turned up wearing a long skirt, long-sleeved, high 
necked blouses and a hat. Husbands had also made 
an effort sporting bowlers, boaters or a waistcoat. 
Sue and Tony came in matching striped Edwardian 
bathing suits – she with a modest mob cap, he in 
a dashing boater!


We sat in the garden at Oldfield House, 
Speltham Hill, and Chris Dixon took lots of 
photos of us in our outfits. Much thought had 
gone into the menu – what would have been a 
likely meal in a small village, with modest means, 
and the war not yet over?  We finally chose baked 
ham with jacket potatoes, a simple salad and 
vegetables that would have been grown in the 
garden, followed by apple pies and bread-and-
butter puddings, with plenty of cream – readily 
available from local farms. Throughout the 
evening we were entertained with music by Rod 
Smith, Steve Wilkins and John Thornton, and at 
the end of the evening they played popular songs 
of that era – Daisy, Daisy, Pack up your troubles 
and It’s a long way to Tipperary and we all sang 
along. Isn’t it weird that everyone knew the words 
of these old songs?


It was a lovely evening, and many thanks to 
those who did the cooking (especially Mavis) and 
to Theresa and Andrew for their hospitality.


Our next meeting, back in the Village Hall, is 
on 11th September, and is about ‘Women on the 
Railways’. On 9th October we have an evening 
about ‘Wild Life’ and on 13th November it is 
‘Poppies’ – very poignant. We are also having a 
Jumble Sale in the Village Hall on Saturday 13th 
October at 2 pm along with a cake and produce 
stall. Please start looking out any unwanted items 
or outgrown clothes.


New Members and guests are always welcome.
Joy Beagley


FOLK CLUB


News and Reviews
WI


100 Years
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MAYOR OF WINCHESTER’S CHARITIES


TEA, COFFEE AND CAKE
with the 819th Mayor and Mayoress of Winchester, 2018/19


Cllr Frank Pearson and Mrs Anne Pearson
Wednesday 10th October, 10:30 am to 12 noon


in Hambledon Village Hall, West Street, Hambledon, PO7 4RW. Tickets £5. All welcome.


Donations to the Mayor’s charities welcome.
The charities we are supporting are The Rowans Hospice, The Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air 
Ambulance, and DMWS (Defence Medical Welfare Service) which supports service personnel, 


police and other services who have suffered PTSD as a result of their service to our country.


Soberton Players present


King Arthur
A Pantomime Adventure in Camelot


at Soberton Village Hall
from Thursday 29th November to


Saturday 1st December at 7:30 pm,
with a matinee performance at 2 pm 


on Saturday 1st December.


Book early if you want to be sure of your 
ticket for what promises to be an 


entertaining foray into the world of 
legends, dragons and wizards.


You can reserve your seat by emailing 
tickets@sobertonplayers.co.uk.


Tickets are £8 for adults and 
£4 for children.


NOTICEBOARD


On June 6th, the menu was baked ham with 
fresh parsley sauce, new potatoes, broccoli, 


carrots and peas, followed by trifle. Wine was enjoyed 
with the meal, given by Sue Boddie to celebrate 
her birthday, and tea and coffee served later.


Another popular meal on 2nd July was chicken 
and ham pie, new potatoes and peas, followed by 
dishes of mixed berries and shortbread. Sue and 
Sam Lake donated the wine with the meal, and 
coffee and tea served later.


Salmon was on the menu on August 1st served 
with salad, new potatoes and a beetroot and red 
pepper salsa, followed by delicious tiramasu. More 
wine, this time donated by Heather and Martyn 


to celebrate their wedding anniversary. Coffee 
and tea followed as usual.


Onto Wednesday 5th September, and on the 
menu, liver and bacon casserole with mashed 
potatoes, cabbage and carrots, followed by Pavlova 
topped with cream and mixed berries, or creme 
caramel. Wine was enjoyed with the meal – 
donated by Marie, and we raised our glasses to 
wish her happiness in her new life in Australia. 
Coffee and tea served later.


The next dates for your diary are October 3rd 
and 7th November. We hope to see you all then.


Joy Beagley


LUNCH CLUB


Summer Feasts
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Diary: October 2018 Diary: November 2018


Notes Notes
Communicare Bus Timetable:
Old Barn Crescent	 9:50 am
The Gardens	 9:55 am
Stewart’s Green	 10 am


Scottish Dancing first and third Mondays of the month at 
7:30 pm in the Youth Hut:
Drama Group meets second Thursday of each month:
Sunday Youth Group meets on the first and third 
Sundays of each month from 6 pm to 7:30 pm.


Communicare Bus Timetable:
Old Barn Crescent	 9:50 am
The Gardens	 9:55 am
Stewart’s Green	 10:00 am


Scottish Dancing first and third Mondays of the month at 
7:30 pm in the Youth Hut:
Drama Group meets second Thursday of each month:
Sunday Youth Group meets on the first and third 
Sundays of each month from 6 pm to 7:30 pm.


Mon 1st	 Parish Council Meeting (10)	 Village Hall	 7:30 pm
Tues 2nd	 Toddler Group (31)	 Various Houses	 10 am to 11:30 am
Wed 3rd	 Lunch Club (37)	 Village Hall	 12 noon
Thurs 4th	 Coffee & Cake 	 Church	 8:45 am
Fri 5th	 Communicare Bus	 Fareham
Sat 6th	 Children’s tennis Coaching 	 Village Court	 9 am to 12 noon


Sun 7th	 Craft Sunday (7)	 Methodist Chapel	 10:30 am
	 HAS Film Night (30/32)	 Village Hall	 7:30 pm
Tues 9th	 Toddler Group (31)	 Various Houses	 10 am to 11:30 am
	 WI Meeting (35)	 Village Hall	 7:30 pm
Wed 10th	 Mayor of Winchester’s Charities Coffee Morning (36)	 Village Hall	 10:30 am to 12 noon
	 Folk Club (34)	 Youth Hut	 8:30 pm
Thurs 11th	 Coffee & Cake	 Church	 8:45 am
Fri 12th	 Communicare Bus	 Outing
Sat 13th	 Children’s tennis Coaching	 Village Court	 9 am to 12 noon
	 Village Walk	 Village Hall Car Park	 9:30 am
	 Meon Valley Pilgrimage Trail (8)	 West Meon	 9:45 am
	 WI Jumble Sale (35)	 Village Hall	 2 pm


Tues 16th	 Toddler Group (31)	 Various Houses	 10 am to 11:30 am
	 Hambledon Twinning Group Autumn Drinks (25)	 Lindsay Cottage, East Street	 6:30 pm
Thurs 18th	 Coffee & Cake	 Church	 8:45 am
	 Charity Soup Lunch	 Church	 12 noon to 1:30 pm
Fri 19th	 Communicare Bus	 Petersfield
	 HAS Talk (31)	 Village Hall	 8 pm
Sat 20th	 Children’s tennis Coaching	 Village Court	 9 am to 12 noon


Tues 23rd	 Toddler Group (31)	 Various Houses	 10 am to 11:30 am
	 Bible School (7)	 Methodist Chapel	 10 am to 12 noon
	 MVFC (31)	 The Meon Hall	 1:45 pm for 2 pm
Thurs 25th	 Coffee & Cake	 Church	 8:45 am
Fri 26th	 Communicare Bus	 Outing
Sat 27th	 Children’s tennis Coaching	 Village Court	 9 am to 12 noon


Tues 30th	 Toddler Group (31)	 Various Houses	 10 am to 11:30 am
	 Bible School (7)	 Methodist Chapel	 10 am to 12 noon


Thurs 1st	 Coffee & Cake	 Church	 8:45 am
Fri 2nd	 Communicare Bus	 Fareham	 2 pm
Sat 3rd	 Children’s Tennis Coaching	 Village Court	 9 am to 12 noon
	 Village Bonfire (16/17)	 Upper Glebe field	 from 5:30 pm


Sun 4th	 Craft Sunday (7)	 Methodist Chapel	 10:30 am
	 HAS Film Night (30/32)	 Village Hall	 7:30 pm
Mon 5th	 Parish Council Meeting(10)	 Village Hall	 7:30 pm
	 Copy deadline for Dec/Jan edition of The Hambledonian
Tues 6th	 Toddler Group (31)	 Various Houses	 10 am to 11:30 am
	 Bible School (7)	 Methodist Chapel	 10 am to 12 noon
Wed 7th	 Lunch Club (37)	 Village Hall	 12 noon
Thurs 8th	 Coffee & Cake	 Church	 8:45 am
Fri 9th	 Communicare Bus	 Outing
Sat 10th	 Children’s Tennis Coaching	 Village Court	 9 am to 12 noon
	 Village Walk	 Village Hall Car Park	 9:30 am


Sun 11th	 Remembrance Sunday Service (18)	 Parade	 10 am
		  Laying of Wreath	 10:15 am
		  Service of Remembrance	 10:30 am
Tues 13th	 Toddler Group (31)	 Various Houses	 10 am to 11:30 am
	 Bible School (7)	 Methodist Chapel	 10 am to 12 noon
	 SDNP Local Plan Update (11)	 Midhurst
	 WI Meeting (35)	 Village Hall	 7:30 pm
Wed 14th	 Folk Club (34)	 Youth Hut	 8:30 pm
Thurs 15th	 Coffee & Cake	 Church	 8:45 am
	 Charity Soup Lunch	 Church	 12 noon to 1:30 pm
Fri 16th	 Communicare Bus	 Petersfield
Sat 17th	 Children’s Tennis Coaching	 Village Court	 9 am to 12 noon


Tues 20th	 Toddler Group (31)	 Various Houses	 10 am to 11:30 am
Thurs 22nd	 Coffee & Cake	 Church	 8:45 am
	 HAS Play - Julius Caesar (32)	 Village Hall	 8 pm
Fri 23rd	 Communicare Bus	 Outing
	 HAS Play - Julius Caesar (32)	 Village Hall	 8 pm
Sat 24th	 Children’s Tennis Coaching	 Village Court	 9 am to 12 noon
	 HAS Play - Julius Caesar (32)	 Village Hall	 7:30 pm


Tues 27th	 Toddler Group (31)	 Various Houses	 10 am to 11:30 am
	 MVFC (31)	 The Meon Hall	 1:45 pm for 2 pm
	 Hort Soc AGM (25)	 Village Hall
Thurs 29th	 Soberton Players Production (36)	 Soberton Village Hall	 7:30 pm
Fri 30th	 Communicare Bus	 Fareham
	 Soberton Players Production (36)	 Soberton Village Hall	 7:30 pm
Sat 1st Dec	 Children’s Tennis Coaching	 Village Court	 9 am to 12 noon
	 Rowans Hospice Christmas Fair (2)	 Village Hall
	 Soberton Players Production (36)	 Soberton Village Hall	 2 pm matinee
			   7:30 pm evening performance
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A3 Aerials	 VIII
A Caring Hand Ironing Service	 V
Andrews Autosource	 IV


Barn Store Private & Commercial 
Storage	 XIII


Barrells Funeral Directors	 IV
Blackman Builders	 XIV
Boundary Oak School	 XIV


CA Gordon Decorating Services	 XI
Chamberlains Family Solicitors	 VII
C Jones Groundworks	 X
Computer Problems Solved	 XII
Computer Repairs	 XIV


DA Security	 III
DD Storyteller	 V
de Mellow & Co Wealth 


Management	 BC
Denmead Poultry	 I
Discover Wine	 XI
DJ Scott Garden Machinery	 XV
Donline Computer Consultancy	 XV
Droxford Antiques	 X


Freeland Restoration	 XII
Full Circle Maintenance	 VIII


G Rixen Ltd	 XVI
Grosvenor Physiotherapy	 XIII


Hairworks	 XII
Hambledon Cars	 I
Hambledon Landscapes	 I
Hambledon Vineyard	 XI
Harpers	 IX
Home Instead	 XVI
Ivor Copeland	 XV


Jamie Mills Window Cleaner	 IX
JC Aerials (Waterlooville)	 VII
Jessie Sullings Podiatry & 


Chiropody	 VI
J Gordon Forestry & Arboricultural 


Contractor	 II
JM Car Hire	 XI
Julie Kay Flowers	 IX


Keith Miller Insurance Services	 II
Kennett Carpentry	 X


Mark & June Mason Painters	 IX
Meon Valley News	 X
Meon Valley Physio	 XVI
Moore’s Traditional Funeral 


Directors	 IV


Oliver Chimney Sweep	 VI
Olivers Painters & Decorators	 V


Paddock Maintenance	 XI
Pearsons Estate Agents	 III
Pest Off Pest Control	 X


Petersfield Framing Studios	 VIII
Portsmouth High School	 XIII


R A Redman Ltd	 III
R & G Gamblin Builders	 VI
ReBalance Pilates	 V


St Peter’s Vets	 III
Short Bark & Sides Dog Groomers	 III
Simon Lawson Jewellers	 VI
Smith Care Group	 X
South Downs Funeral Service	 II
Steve Such Property Maintenance	 XII
StorAway Local Storage	 VIII
Studio 6 Design and Print	 VII
Sue Smith Reflexology & 


Aromatherapy	 X


Taylor Garnier Estate Agents	 VII
Taylors Garage (Droxford)	 II
The Country House Company	 IX
The Old Forge Tea Room	 IX
The Owen Kenny Partnership	 VII
The Village Cattery	 IX


Upcountry Plumbing	 XV


Wallops Wood Cottages	 IV
Waltham Black Chimney Sweep	 I
White Thorns B&B	 VI


List of Advertisers


To place your ad in The Hambledonian:
Contact Louise Bailey on 9263 2862 or email hambledonianadvertising@gmail.com


October & November 2018
for the parish & people of Hambledon


37


Design & layout of The Hambledonian: Matt Lockwood
matt@mattsstudio.co.uk • mattsstudio.co.uk


Printed by: PDC Copyprint, Marples Way, Havant, 
PO9 1LS, tel: 9247 1333


Editorial Team: Sara Park, Natasha Beckley,
Juliet Dettmer, Nancy Maitland


Advertising: Louise Bailey
Distribution Co-ordinator: Jacqui Hand


Steering Group: Cathy Mosely, Penny Farrell,
Janet Harrison, Graham Parr


CONTACT US
Email: hambledonian@gmail.com


Sara Park, West Street Cottage, Hambledon, 9263 2326
Jacqui Hand, 9263 2907


Advertisements: Louise Bailey, 9263 2862
hambledonianadvertising@gmail.com


The Hambledonian Magazine
The Hambledonian is published by and on behalf


of the Hambledon PCC


Copy deadline for 
December 2018/January 2019 


issue:


Monday 5th 
November


It would help enormously if 
you could send articles, etc., 


as early as possible.


Please send news, articles, photos, events, 
etc:, to Sara Park, West Street Cottage, 


West Street, PO7, or put in box at 
back of Church, or email to 
hambledonian@gmail.com


It’s Monday evening and you are thinking of 
the week ahead and not feeling too enthusiastic 


about it. Come and join us on the 1st and 3rd 
Mondays of each month in term time. You will 
leave refreshed and lifted, as our group are very 
friendly and laughter can be heard these Mondays 
if you happen to walk past the Youth Hut.


Madge travels to Hambledon on these Mondays, 
and really enjoys teaching us – she walks us through 
the dances before the music goes on. We are not 
a serious group at all. Dancing is fun and the best 
form of exercise. Our male lead is none other than 
Richard, who steps in for Madge and teaches the 
odd dance so Madge can join in and dance.


The group is headed by Roz, who is in charge 
of the key and tea and coffee. So, if you need 
cheering up, want to do some exercise, have a 
good laugh and leave with the feel good factor, 


then come and join us at 7:30 pm on the 1st and 
3rd Monday nights of each month in the Youth 
Hut. Term begins in September. So come along, 
everyone welcome.


Jacqui Hand


Welcome Spot
Tom and his partner Jeremy (Jerry, so they are 
Tom and Jerry) have moved into Kidburn on 
Bent Lane.


LOCAL INTEREST


Scottish Dancing
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Holy Trinity PCC Members 
 
The members of the Parochial Church Council are elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting in 
accordance with Church Representation Rules. 
 
Church Ministry Team and Officers 
 
Priest in Charge (interim) The Revd Canon Nick Fennemore 


Licensed Lay Minister Mr Norman Chapman 


Sacristan Dr Samantha Holden 


Churchwardens Mr Francis Wells 
 Mr Barry Rowswell 


PCC Secretary (hon) Mrs Sarah Page 


Hon. Treasurer (hon) Mr Francis Wells (Deanery Treasurer Representative) 


PCC Members Commander Perry Abbott OBE 
 Mr David Adlam 
 Dr Richard Garland  
 Dr Samantha Holden 
 Mr Malcolm Padgett 
 Mrs Susan Wells 
 Mrs Jean Wylie 


Child Protection & Vulnerable Adults Mrs Caroline Rogers 
Representative 
 
Deanery Synod Members Dr Richard Garland 
 Mrs Susan Wells 
 
Deanery Mission & Pastoral Mr Malcolm Padgett 
Committee Representative 
 
Bankers Lloyds Bank 
 The Square 
 Wickham  PO17 5JQ 
 
Independent Examiner Mr Tim Pickford 
 School Hill 
 Soberton   SO32 3PF 
 


Church Electoral Roll Mrs Sarah Page 
 Currently stands at 33 
 (2 members passed away, 3 new members joined)  
 


 


The full PCC met in February, April (APCM), June, October, November 2017 


 


  







 


Report – Interim Priest-in-Charge, Canon Nicholas Fennemore 
 
The Bishop of Portsmouth agreed to me becoming Interim Minister in January and I was licensed by 
the Archdeacon of the Meon during the morning Eucharist on the 22nd January at St. Peter’s Church, 
Soberton. 
 
I was pleased to accept this role, albeit only working on a Sunday and Friday. I felt it gave the United 
Benefice some stability and leadership after so much uncertainty as to its future. For some time, there 
has been discussion about whether the Benefice should retain its 0.5 status or possibly link with the 
Parish of Hambledon to become a three-parish benefice with a full-time Priest-in-Charge. No decisions 
were made at diocesan level but informal discussions between Church Wardens of the three parishes 
took place during the year. In September the Bishop and Dean of Winchester asked me to become 
Cathedral Chaplain and Minor Canon. After much thought and prayer, I decided to accept this 
invitation. 
 
The parish aims to welcome and value everyone within the parish. Both Newtown and Soberton are 
engaged in the Diocesan Strategy: Live, Pray, Serve – and aims to “make disciples of Christ, grow the 
Church, equip people for long life learning and promote transformation of society.” 
 
Church attendance 
The average attendance at services are 20 and these numbers increase dramatically at special 
services and at major festivals. 
The School attended the Church on three occasions during the year. I attended and took assemblies 
once a month during my time in the parish. The School is a special place and links need to be 
maintained and strengthened in the future. The head teacher and staff are very keen to be involved in 
the nature project and garden of healing planned for the churchyard during 2018. 
 
The annual fete was a great success again this year and it is wonderful to see so many of the local 
community involved in this hugely uplifting event. Many people are involved and particular thanks must 
go to the Wells family for allowing their grounds to be used for this event. 
 
A Lent course and Advent course were held in Soberton parish and led by Jane Beardmore which 
members of HTN attended. 
 
The pastoral work of the parish has been one of the main focuses of my time in the benefice and I have 
endeavoured to visit the sick, either in hospital or at home, and where appropriate I have administered 
the sacraments to them. I have also visited those with other pastoral needs. I tried to carry out my 
duties as a parish priest to the best of my ability in the limited time I had available. 
 
There is an enormous amount of work that falls on the shoulders of Church Wardens and I would like to 
thank Barry Rowswell and Fra Wells for all the support they have given me, and for the work they have 
done during the course of this year in maintaining our church and community. They would not have 
been able to do this without the support of the PCC and many others. You know who you are, so thank 
you for all that you have done. 
 
As you move into another year with some uncertainty and anxiety about the future please be assured 
of my prayers for you all. You are in good shape; encourage others to take on some responsibility and 
keep the faith burning brightly in the benefice. 
 
 


  







 


Church Warden’s Report 
 
The appointment of Canon Nick Fennemore as Interim Priest in Charge of the Benefice continued the 
good work started since he was attached to the Benefice in November 2014 and we are truly grateful for 
his ministry with us and also for his vision for the future of Holy Trinity. 
 
Cleaners, Flower Arrangers and Churchyard 
Again, we would like to record our thanks to all those who contribute throughout the year to keep our 
church as a place of which we can be so proud and which gives so much pleasure to our worshipping 
congregation and all those who use the church for baptisms, weddings and funerals and other events. 
Particular thanks go to Sally Padgett and the cleaners, Eve Ludbrook and the flower ladies, Perry Abbott 
and John Barfoot as day-to-day trouble-shooters, Barry Squibb for maintaining the Peace Garden, and 
Chris Martin, Colin Arnold and Gail Hynard for keeping our churchyard looking in such good order. 
 
Organists 
We are very grateful to Joseph Goodlad who played the organ during the year, and we are very fortunate 
to have Sarah Page giving us extra support when required. 
 
Weddings, Funerals and Baptisms during the year: 
 
During the year saw the passing of two stalwarts of Holy Trinity, Joan Cleeve and Mary Burgess, both 
who gave freely of their time and skills in a great variety of ways to the life of Holy Trinity and to the parish 
in general. 
 
Weddings: 
Perry Abbott and Denise Solman. 
Garry Chitcott  and Rawca Zahiu 
 
Funerals: 
Michael Bunton 
Joan Cleeve 
Mary Burgess – buried at  Soberton 
Beryl Hartley - Burial 
 
Baptisms: 
2 children were baptised at Holy Trinity: Gabriella and Teresa Hollingsworth 
 
As churchwardens, we would like to record our gratitude for the work of the sides persons and those 
providing refreshments which goes towards creating the welcoming atmosphere for parishioners and 
visitors to Holy Trinity. In addition we are very grateful for the support and guidance of the members of 
the PCC during this past year. 
 
 


  







 
Church Fabric 
 
As in recent years, a copy of the Church Logbook for 2017 is shown below. This summarises what has 
happened during the year. 
 
Logbook Entries 
 
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, NEWTOWN - LOG BOOK for 2017  


    
Date Description of Works Contractor Cost of  


   Works 
    


    
January Fly Infestation -  Annual Fee for 2 Visits ALLPEST Ltd £126 


     
April Repair Stones in Church Path GRANT ARNOLD £1,850 


    
April/Sept' Organ Servicing, Tuning and Repairs 


2 Visits 
GRIFFITHS & Co. £309 


    
May Repair Carpet at back of Church TITCHFIELD CARPETS £1,095 


    
June Clearing Church Gutters GEORGE GLOVER £250 


    
July Repair Lights in Church Path ELECTROTEC ELECTRICAL £299 


    
July Fire Extinguishers - Servicing GRIFFIN FIRE 


PROTECTION Ltd 
£67 


    
September Fly Infestation -  Annual Fee for 2 Visits ALLPEST Ltd £126 


     
November Path Paving Stones COLIN ARNOLD £2,500 


    
 
Our last quinquennial inspection was in 2011, and we should have had one this year. This did not happen 
partly because we decided to ask Christopher Cook of Axis Architecture to replace Julian Livingstone as 
our diocesan architect, as the latter did not seem to be interested. We are still negotiating an appropriate 
fee. 
The Archdeacon’s visitation took place on 6th July 2017, and again we received an effusive report from 
Ven. Gavin Collins about its exceptionally impressive state of presentation to use his own words. 
 
‘Holy Trinity is exceptionally well cared for and the impressive state of presentation of the building, both 
internally and externally, powerfully communicates to visitors a sense of an engaged and committed lively 
worshipping community’ 
 
No major work is anticipated in 2018 on the Church, however some money may need to be spent on the 
organ. 
 
 
Francis Wells 
Barry Rowswell 
 
 


  







Bishop’s Waltham Deanery Synod 
 


Area Dean:  Revd Gregg Mensingh  Lay Chair:  Mr Norman Chapman  
    (re-elected Oct 2017) 
    
Secretary: Dr Jane Beardmore   Treasurer: Commander Rob Scott 


 
Deanery vacancies and staffing 
Wickham & Shedfield:Appointment of Revd Jane Isaac – May 2017 
The Bridge Benefice:  Appointment of Revd Samantha Martell as Assistant Curate to be made 
  deacon in June 2017 and who will live in our vicarage 
Soberton & Newtown: Appointment of Revd Canon Nick Fennemore as Interim Priest – January 2017 
 
Summary of meetings and speakers 
The synod met 4 times during the year.   
 
January – St Andrew’s Church, Meonstoke 
Speaker:  Ben Mizen, Diocesan Youth and Children’s Work Adviser told us about a new diocesan 


initiative ‘Bake, Pray, Read’ which encourages links between our schools and the church.  
Headteachers of the local schools were present at the meeting including Emma Howell, the 
Headteacher of Newtown Soberton Infant School. 


 
May – All Saints, Botley 
Speaker:  Stephen Dominy, Regional Coordinator, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight spoke about the 


long history of the Christian Aid sponsored walk to be held in Titchfield on Sunday 21 May 
and the focus of Christian Aid week 2017  - refugees around the world - with prayer being as 
important as donations.   


 
July –St Peter’s Church, Curdridge 
 There was no formal speaker at this meeting.   
 The representative from Shedfield presented a motion from Shedfield PCC relating to the 


payment of Parish Share ‘that it was fundamentally unfair that parishes should be required to 
pay the share in full where an extended vacancy occurs’. This was discussed at length and 
those against pointed out that the Parish Share does not only fund the clergy stipend.  A vote 
was taken with 17 for the motion and 7 against. The motion will therefore be put forward to 
the Diocesan Synod. 


 Reverend James Hunt, told us about the parish initiative in Upham and Bishops Waltham 
where they have an ‘upside down agenda’ at the PCC with mission and spirituality being 
given a priority over discussions about fabric and finance. 


 
October – St Peter’s Church Hall, Bishops Waltham 
 The main emphasis of the meeting was on the forthcoming LyCIG course which will take 


place early next year in Rookesbury Hall.  PCC members have been encouraged to attend.  As 
a taster a film clip from the course ‘Moving from Searcher to Servant’ was shown.  The Area 
Dean emphasised that the LyCiG course will be providing us with the "tools" to implement 
the Diocesan initiative ‘Live Pray Serve’ and the Deanery Framework set out in the Deanery 
plan. 


 
Additional events 
Ascension Day Southwick Thursday 25th May. 
Preacher: Reverend Canon Graham Morris 
 


  







Archdeacon’s Visitation Fareham 27th September Theme: Live Pray Serve. 
 The Bishop was unable to be present so the Archdeacon of the Meon led the meeting 
 We had various presentations from the Diocesan staff on their roles in the diocese but really 


more interesting was hearing from the clergy from 4 parishes in the deaneries of Bishops 
Waltham, Petersfield and Fareham about initiatives they had undertaken to promote growth in 
their churches.   


 It really did emphasise that the fact that spiritual leadership is everything if the church is to 
reach out to the young and the wider community. 


 
Deanery Funding 
Not all parishes in the Deanery are able to contribute their share. The individual parish contributions 
for 2018 are based on a pro-rata calculation based on the parish share. In 2018 the Newtown Deanery 
Contribution will be (£0.00)  Hackney (£92.40) 
Parish contribution to Deanery for expenses (£28.96) 
 
Hackney Link  (Holy Trinity’ contribution: £86.86) 
Revd Norman Chatfield keeps in close touch with clergy and parishes and the ‘Walk of Prayer’ round 
the Hackney Deanery took place in August when cheques were presented to the churches.  The 
following projects were supported in 2017.  These contributions are warmly received by the recipients 
and Norman receives frequent correspondence on how much the Link is valued. 


 St James Church, Clapton ministry with homeless people (£500) 
 St Saviour’s Priory – support for those working with alcoholics and drug addicts (£750) 
 Hackney Churches Winter Night Shelter (£750) 
 St Mark’s Dalston Food scheme for needy persons (£200) 
 St Olave Woodberry Down Bread for life project (£200) 
 St John’s Brownswood Park Young people’s summer pilgrimage (£200) 
 St Pauls West Hackney Buds and Bees Scheme (£200) 
 St John’s Hoxton Street Level Youth Charity (£200) 


The Hackney Christmas collection did not take place this year as local sources are much more active 
and Waitrose in particular donate food.  However financial contributions are very welcome so as a 
parish we made a charitable donation of £100 to St Saviour’s Priory which was much appreciated by 
the sisters who struggle financially to fund the projects they undertake to support the many homeless 
and addicts who seek their help. 
 
Ghana Link with Diocese of Wiawso. (Holy Trinity’ contribution: £0.00) 
The link is still currently suspended pending further information on how the current funds should be 
allocated.  Two members of the Synod were assigned to report back on how we could move things 
forward to reinvigorate the link.  With the agreement of Synod it was proposed that the parishes in the 
Deanery be formed into cluster groups to make a personal link with projects in Ghana. We are linked 
with Hambledon, Soberton and Southwick, however Southwick have since stood down from the 
cluster.  Canon Graham Morris, who had recently visited Ghana spoke to us in November on what 
might be possible however we have yet to hear from Bishop Abraham regarding candidate structure of 
names / parishes in Wiawso that will need a cluster link.  Canon Graham is visiting Ghana in May with 
Bishop Christopher and we await further information. 


 
In memoriam Mary Burgess 
We have to record that Mary sadly died in March 2017 which was a great loss to the parish in many 
ways but in particular the wisdom and grace she brought to her role as Synod representative for Holy 
Trinity.  She is very much missed, she set a wonderful example to us as Synod reps which we will 
endeavour to live up to. 
 
Richard Garland and Sue Wells 







Bishop’s Waltham Deanery Pastoral and Mission Committee 
 
The purpose of the Committee is to discover what God is calling us to do to be more effective in Mission 
across the Bishops Waltham Deanery. There were four meetings of the Committee during 2017. The 
Parish was represented by Malcolm Padgett.  The main business of the Committee during the year was:- 
 
Consideration of plans for a Deanery-led Leading your Church into Growth (LyCiG) Local project 
for 2017 
 
In the event the project to run a Deanery Course was delayed until January to March 2018. 
 
To advise the Deanery Synod regarding vacancies arising in Parishes within the Deanery 
 
Matters reported/considered included:- 


 
- the appointment of Rev Jane Isaac to the vacancy at Wickham and Shedfield (the licensing took 


place on 8 May 2017); 
 
- the licensing of Rev Canon Nick Fennemore as Interim Priest-in-Charge at Soberton and 


Newtown working on Friday and Sunday while retaining his position in the Southern Health NHS 
Foundation Trust 4 days a week; 


 
- the new curate for the Meon Bridge Benefice, Samantha Martell, who joined the Benefice from St 


Peter's Church, Petersfield after ordination on 1 July 2017.  She and her family occupy Soberton 
Vicarage; and 


 
- the possibility of pastoral reorganisation at Hambledon, Soberton and Newtown following the 


resignation of Rev Canon Robin Coutts at Hambledon at the end of November 2017. 
 
The consideration of the effect of new housing developments on clergy workload within the 
Deanery 
 


 There are several major housing developments of more than 250 units (“Major Development Areas”) 
impacting the Deanery and the Diocese. This has been raised at Bishops Council and Diocesan policies 
have been issued. There is some Strategic Development Funding available for e.g. Pioneer Ministry and 
ministerial development days. The Committee noted that the church buildings may no longer always be 
central to new communities and that alternative meeting places may be needed. The Committee was 
reminded of the current work with Churches Together regarding the development at Boorley Green, and 
that this development should be seen as an opportunity as well as a responsibility. 


 
 While Boorley Green will significantly impact Botley, other Parishes in the Deanery also have issues. 


Bishops Waltham and Swanmore, in particular, have building plans approved for significant new housing. 
Two aspects were discussed in this connection:- 


 
 - what it means to the clergy workload; and  
 - what it means for welcome and mission? 
 
 It was particularly noted that providing church information and face-to-face welcome to new residents is 


important.  Quick follow up after attendance at church is critical.  If welcoming across Parish or even 
Diocesan boundaries, a gentle agreement may be needed.  Committee members were asked to ensure 
that PCCs recognised the importance of welcome - especially in a village context.  
 
Malcolm Padgett 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Children’s Work within the Parish 
 
Children’s Week 2017 – ‘Around the World’ 
 
We had 63 children participating this year at Children’s Week and along with the 20 teenage helpers 
and a selection of adults from the 50+ volunteering through the week, they were divided into 8 groups 
named after different countries. As you can imagine, co-ordinating them all proved to be a mammoth 
task! 
 
Throw in half a dozen activities, a day trip out, the Thursday trail and some Friday afternoon games, 
and you can see that we were busy for the whole week. The leadership team pulled out all the stops to 
blend it into a seamless journey ‘Around the World’, and seeing the smiling faces on Friday evening 
meant the week was a success. 
 
All the teens and helpers were given a Safeguarding and Health & Safety brief in mid-July and given 
advanced notice of the main challenges for the week: giant models, country flags, country facts and the 
presentations to parents on the Friday evening in church. This has proved a successful formula in 
previous years and once again enabled group leaders to start the week prepared. 
 
Our Wednesday trip was to Birdworld in Farnham, looking at the different birds and small mammals 
from across the globe and seeing if we could spot those from our group countries. Each group was 
able to take part in an ‘Encounter’ session and met some friendly residents of Birdworld up close! 
Despite it raining ALL day, everyone had a fun time, and no-one got left behind! 
 
It was with some sadness that this year we said ‘Good Bye’ and ‘Thank You’ to Josie Cleeve. Josie has 
helped at Children’s Week for a long time and has now decided to stop. We are hoping she will not 
resist the urge to pop in next year and see what we are up to, but we will miss her, her cheery smile 
and her strong hold on our purse strings! 
 
Next year’s dates are all set: Tuesday 24th July to Friday 27th July 2018 (Monday being a school day),   
and preparations are just beginning. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who was involved in 2017, behind the scenes as well as in front; without 
these enthusiastic helpers and paint pot washers, Children’s Week could not happen. So, if you fancy 
helping out for 2018 do let us know. 
 
 
Caroline Rogers 


 
 
 
 
Services of outreach for the family and wider church community 
 
Following feedback from our outreach group participated in by David Adlam and Richard Garland, we 
have continued to make a special effort to earmark certain Sundays in the Church’s Year which lend 
themselves to involving families and the wider church community.  
 
Mothering Sunday 
Was well attended and we dedicated it to the memory of Joan Cleeve and Mary Burgess who had both 
recently passed away.  This year the children made some of the posies when they arrived so it was 
their personal gift to their mothers.  It was a non-Eucharistic service followed by simnel cake and 
refreshments.  Canon Nick celebrated a short service of Holy Communion at the end of the service for 
those who wished to stay.  
 


  







Easter workshop 
To mark Holy Week, a workshop for the children comprising craft activities and the creation of the 
Easter Garden took place at Holy Trinity on Good Friday.  The theme was ‘New Life’ and comprised: 


∗ A trail in the churchyard following posters in the style of the London Underground representing 
the Stations of the cross 


∗ They made butterfly garlands and Easter bonnets 
∗ Making the Easter Garden  


Hot cross buns and refreshments were provided and the morning ended with a short act of worship  
Thanks to Jane Beardmore and Sue Adlam who assisted us. 
 
Sue Wells and Caroline Rogers 
 
 
Children’s Week Service of Thanksgiving 
This took place at St Peter’s on the Sunday after Children’s Week.  Canon Nick led the service on the 
week’s theme ‘Around the World’. We had a simple Communion Service with the children doing the 
readings and prayers.  Angus Walton and Max Cooper assisted as acolytes. It was very encouraging 
that many of the families who had attended children’s week helped with our worship and took part in 
the service. 
 
Sue Wells 
 
 


Newtown Soberton Infant School (church affiliated) 
 
Newtown Soberton Infant School was very pleased to welcome and meet Canon Nick 
Fennemore last September. He took the lead in a school assembly to introduce himself and 
talk about the new garden proposed for Holy Trinity. He was very supportive of the school in 
his short time with our community, and the pupils and staff are sorry that he has moved to new 
work based in Winchester. We look forward to meeting his successor in due course. 
Meanwhile we continue to be grateful for the support of the Anglican Community both in 
School and in our use of the Newtown Church throughout the year. 
 
The school has relied upon the church to provide the setting for the celebrations at Christmas, 
Easter, and Harvest Festival in September, all of which are also attended by parents and 
families. 
 
As in previous years the children participated in the church fetes at both Newtown and 
Soberton with a display of their dancing. Despite the technology involved at Soberton not 
being as supportive as it might have been the children performed their sequence of dances to 
a high standard and the loud applause showed the audiences appreciation of their efforts. The 
children and their families always stay on after their performances to share in all the games, 
stalls and sideshows too! 
 
The Church is a daily part of the children’s school routine. Daily they see the church building, 
use it on special occasions and enter the school through the Lychgate.  The children are 
aware of the church being part of the fabric of their daily lives.  
 
 
Hugh Pringle, Chair of Governors. 
 
 


  







House Groups 
 
Holy Trinity Bible Study Group 
 
The group continues to meet on Tuesday evenings for Bible Study when mutually convenient. We are 
currently studying Matthew. We find this provides for a time of quiet reflection and study in our busy 
lives. 
 
Sue and David Adlam 
 


Safeguarding 
 
Holy Trinity had 6 DBS post holders, plus 4 shared DBS post holders with St Peter’s Soberton and 1 
DBS post holder from The Meon Benefice. 
There are no scheduled certificate renewals for the coming year. 
 
In line with Diocese Guidelines the Leadership team for Children’s Week, seasonal workshops, and 
other regular church activities include a minimum of one DBS cleared volunteer. For 2017, Children’s 
Week had over 50 adult volunteers, and all were given a Safeguarding and Health & Safety briefing 
and all adults completed a Confidential Declaration Form. 
I would recommend that the main leadership team for each outreach event complete the on-line 
safeguarding training from the Diocese. This training is excellent and would enable the events to be 
safe spaces for our young members to enjoy. 
 
The Good Neighbours Group have had steady driver numbers, and in line with their renewal policy, 
there is only one expected renewal next year. 
 
The PCC have not yet adopted a Lone Working Policy or a Policy for Pastoral Visits. These are 
required by the Diocese to be in place, under the Good Practice Guidelines and the Guidelines from 
the Bishop. These Policies should be considered a priority for the coming year. 
 
I have stepped down as the Parish Safeguarding Officer and Jane Beardmore has kindly agreed to take 
on the post from the New Year 2018. Jane (as Safeguarding Officer) and I (as Sunday School Leader) 
will be attending Safeguarding and Safer Recruitment training in the new year 2018. 
 
Caroline Rogers 
 


 


Community Outreach 
Newtown Church Fete 2017 
 
The Newtown Fete this year was another wonderful occasion. The Wells family had their garden 
looking immaculate, the tents and gazebos were all in place, the sound system was working efficiently 
and people came from far and wide to make the day such a brilliant community event. 
 
The queues started forming by one o’clock and were entertained by the Swanmore College Jazz Band.  
The gates opened at 1.30pm and people were greeted by the dulcet tones of Sing-and-Tonic singing 
“All You Need is Love” -  an appropriate song after the atrocities of the week in Manchester.  
 
A magnificent array of stalls, sideshows, displays and entertainment awaited one and all. At two o’clock 
the Fete was officially opened jointly by Chris Coleman, the Wales football manager, and his wife, 
Charlotte, a journalist and TV presenter with Sky Sports News. The formalities done everyone enjoyed 
a splendid afternoon, indulging in Pimms, London Pride from Jim at the Bold Forester, burgers, tea and 
cake and so much more. 
 







What struck me the most was the great sense of community and everyone pulling together to make the 
afternoon the success it was. Of course, these events don’t just happen and many people, working 
over many months, see their endeavours coming to fruition as everyone enjoys themselves. It is always 
good to see such positivity and the committed dedication of those, who on the day, work tirelessly to 
keep the smooth running and the timing of the events in order. 
 
It was a joy and a delight to be a small part of something much bigger and to raise such a fantastic 
amount of money – thank you to everyone who was involved in any way – you should all feel proud of 
yourselves and pleased that you have been a part of something that brings such delight to so many.  
Thank you all very much. 
 
Canon Nick Fennemore 
 


 


Soberton and Newtown Parish Magazine 
 
The magazine continues from strength to strength. Thanks to excellent support from local businesses that 
advertise in the magazine, it continues to be provided free to over 700 households in the Soberton and 
Newtown area. Several copies of each issue are sent by post to former parishioners and others closely 
connected with the two villages.  
 
A complete, scanned copy of the Magazine is also available on the benefice website at both 
http://www.newtownchurch.org.uk/  and  http://www.sobertonchurch.org.uk/ . 
Lists of forthcoming church services and local social events are shown on the relevant web pages, and there 
is a ‘News’ web page highlighting special forthcoming events. 
  
The Magazine Committee continues to be most appreciative of the stalwart support it receives from the 
volunteers, within our two villages, who distribute the magazine.   
 
Perry Abbott 
Chairman 
Soberton & Newtown Magazine Committee and Webmaster 
 


 
 
 


Treasurer’s Report 
 
The Accounts for 2017 show a surplus of £2,101 along with gains on revaluation of investments of 
£13,383 since last year, though this will have evaporated as the valuation was done on 31st December 
2017, when the FT100 Index was 7,688 and this Monday 26th February the Index was back to 7,244. 
 
While the budget shows a small surplus for 2018, it is likely that our Gift Aid and Collection takings will 
suffer because of fewer services being held at Holy Trinity during this interregnum. 
 
This could be ameliorated by the greater use of a bank standing order, which only a few members of 
the congregation currently use. 
 
Francis Wells FCA 
PCC Hon. Treasurer 
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, NEWTOWN 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 


for the Year ended 31st December 2017 


        
         
  Unrestricted  Dedicated  Restricted Total  Total 
  Funds Funds Funds Funds  Funds 
   2017 2017 2017 2017  2016 
  £       £       £       £        £     


  INCOMING RESOURCES       


 Voluntary income 15,883    15,883   13,034   
Income from events & activities 13,136  


  
13,136  


 
17,377   


Investment income 1,795  2,484  871  5,150  ` 4,273  


  
 


30,814  2,484  871  34,169  
 


34,684  


  RESOURCES EXPENDED       
 Maintenance of the Church 9,628    9,628   4,841  
 Relating to the Work of the Church 3,087    3,087   2,776  
 Diocesan quota 16,826    16,826   16,103  
 Donations to Charity 2,527    2,527   2,250  
 TOTAL RESOURCES EXPENDED 32,068  - - 32,068   25,970  


        
  NET INCOMING RESOURCES (1,254) 2,484  871  2,101   8,714  


               
GAIN ON INVESTMENTS  4,688  6,403  2,292  13,383  


 
13,576  


 NET MOVEMENTS IN FUNDS 3,434  8,887  3,163  15,484   22,290  
        


 Transfer between funds 3,355  (2,484) (871) -  - 


         
TOTAL FUNDS BROUGHT 
FORWARD 


59,429  68,422  24,495  152,346  
 


130,056  


         
TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED 
FORWARD 


£66,218  £74,825  £26,787  £167,830  
 


£152,346  


                                                             
        
        
        


        
 The notes on pages 3 to 5 form part of these financial statements     


 
 


  


1 







HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, NEWTOWN 
BALANCE SHEET as at 31st December 2017 


       


   2017  2017  2016 
  £     £     £    
 FIXED ASSETS      


       
        
4 Investments at market value   156,397   143,014  


       


 Total Fixed Assets   156,397   143,014  


       
 CURRENT ASSETS      
       


5 Cash at Banks 26,948     24,722  


 Total Current Assets 26,948     24,722  


       
 CURRENT LIABILITIES      


         
  Amounts falling due within one year: (15,515)    (15,390) 


 
Net Current Assets    11,433   9,332  


         


 
TOTAL NET ASSETS   £167,830   £152,346  


 
      


 Represented by:       
         


 Unrestricted Funds   66,218   59,429  
 Dedicated Funds   74,825   68,422  


  Restricted Funds   26,787   24,495  
         


6 TOTAL FUNDS   £167,830   £152,346  


       
       
       


       
 Approved by the Parochial Church Council on 8th April 2018   
 and signed on its behalf by:      
       


 
  


    
 Vice Chairman  Churchwarden:  Churchwarden: 
 Malcolm Padgett  Francis Wells  Barry Rowswell 
 


      
       


 The notes on pages 3 to 5 form part of these financial statements   
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
For the year ended 31st December 2017 


 
 


1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
 The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Church Accounting Regulations 


together with applicable accounting standards and the Charities SORP. The financial statements have 
been prepared under the historical cost convention except for investment assets, which are shown at 
market value. 


 
 Funds 
  
 General funds represent the funds of the PCC that are not subject to any restrictions regarding their use 


and are available on application for the general purposes of the PCC.  These include funds designated for 
a particular purpose by the PCC. 


 The purpose of any restricted funds is noted in the accounts.  The accounts include transactions, assets 
and liabilities for which the PCC can be held responsible.  They do not include the accounts of church 
groups that owe an affiliation to another body nor those that are informal gatherings of church members. 


 
 Incoming resources 
 
 Voluntary income and capital sources: 
 Collections are recognised when made. 
 Income tax recoverable on gift aid donation is recognised when received. 
 Grants and legacies to the PCC are accounted for as soon as the PCC is notified of its entitlement and the 


likely amount due. 
 Other ordinary income: 
 Rental income from the letting of church premises is accounted for when earned. 
 Income from investment: 
 Dividends and interest are accounted for when due. 
 Investment gains and losses: 
 Realised gains or losses are recognised when investments are sold.  Unrealised gains or losses are 


accounted for on revaluation of investments at 31st December. 
 
 Application of Resources 
 
 Grants: 
 Grants and donations are accounted for when paid. 
 Costs directly related to the work of the Church: 
 The diocesan quota or parish share is accounted for when payable and any quota due but which remains 


unpaid at 31st December is shown as a creditor in the Balance Sheet. 
 Other fixtures, fittings and office equipment: 
 Equipment used within the church premises is depreciated on a straight line basis over four years.  


Individual items of equipment with a purchase price of £1,000 or less are written off in the period in which 
the asset is acquired. 


 Investments: 
 Investments are valued at market value at 31st December. 
 Current liabilities: 
 Cost of repairs and other works carried out by the PCC but not yet paid for , and provisions for costs of 


works about to be undertaken are shown as creditors , along with any income received in advance. 
 
 Cash at bank includes cash held on deposit either with the Central Board of Finance or at the bank. 
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, NEWTOWN 
NOTES  TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 


for the Year ended 31st December 2017 
        
2 INCOMING RESOURCES           
  Unrestricted  Dedicated Restricted Total  Total 
  Funds Funds Funds Funds  Funds 
  2017 2017 2017 2017  2016 
 Voluntary income       


 Planned giving:       
   Gift aided and CAF 8,361  


  
8,361  


 
7,259  


   Income tax recoverable 3,042  
  


3,042  
 


2,835  


 Donations 4,023  
  


4,023  
 


2,500  


 Collections 457  
  


457  
 


440  


 
 


15,883  - - 15,883  
 


13,034  


 Income from events and activities       
 Funerals and Weddings 583    583   1,600  
 Fete & Other Events 12,060    12,060   16,545  
 Peace Garden - Plaques 493    493   (768) 


 
 13,136  - - 13,136   17,377  


 Income from investments       
 Dividends and interest 1,795  2,484  871  5,150   4,273  
 


 
        


 
  


        


 
TOTAL INCOMING RESOURCES £30,814  £2,484  £871  £34,169  


 
£34,684  


        
3 RESOURCES USED       


 Maintenance of the Church       
 Church Repairs 3,617  


  
3,617  


 
666  


 Churchyard Upkeep 3,915  
  


3,915  
 


1,900  


 Electricity 243  
  


243  
 


293  


 Heating 681  
  


681   467  
 Insurance 982  


  
982   1,397  


 Sanctuary supplies 190  
  


190  
 


118  


 
 


9,628  - - 9,628  
 


4,841  


 Relating to the Work of the Church:         
 Deanery Fees  -   -  31  
 Hackney / Ghana Link 92    92   92  
 Organ, Organist and music 1,108  


  
1,108  


 
989  


 Sundry Expenses 293  
  


293  
 


573  


 
Website, Internet & Benefice Office 
Costs 


680  
  


680  


 
486  


 Vicar's Expenses - 50% 714    714   406  
 Vicarage Costs - 50% -   -  - 
 Vicar's Easter Offering 200    200   200  


 
 


3,087  - - 3,087  
 


2,777  
              


 Diocesan quota 16,826    16,826   16,103  


 Donations to Charity 2,527    2,527   2,250  
        


 
TOTAL  RESOURCES USED £32,068  - - £32,068  


 
£25,971  
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
for the Year ended 31st December 2017 


         


  Unrestricted  Dedicated Restricted Total  Total 
  Funds Funds Funds Funds  Funds 
   2017 2017 2017 2017  2016 
  £       £       £       £        £     
        


4 INVESTMENTS:Value as at 31st December 2017      
        
 CBF - Investment Fund 54,785  74,825  26,787  156,397   143,014   


       
   54,785  74,825  26,787  156,397   143,014  


        
5 CASH BALANCES:       


        
 CBF Deposit Account 21,775    21,775   20,362  
 Lloyds Bank - Current Account 5,173    5,173   4,360  
   26,948  - - 26,948   24,722  


                                                             


         Total 
6 ANALYSIS BY FUND  Unrestricted  Dedicated Restricted  Funds 


    Funds Funds Funds  2017 
    £       £       £        £       
 Investments at market value  54,785  74,825  26,787   156,397  
 Cash at bank  26,948  - -  26,948  
 Current liabilities  (15,515) - -  (15,515) 
 


 
        


 


 
 £66,218  £74,825  £26,787   £167,830  


        
7 Restricted Funds include:       


 Newtown Church Maintenance   17,482      
 Newtown Church Meadow    2,960      
 Newtown Church Trust  2,224      
 Holy Trinity Newtown Trust  4,121      
   £26,787      
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS' REPORT 
to the members of the PCC of Holy Trinity Church, Newtown 


 
 


This report on the financial statements of the PCC for the year ended 31st December 2017 
 which are set out on pages 1 to 5, is in respect of an examination carried out in accordance with the Church Accounting 
Regulations 2006 (“the Regulations”) and  section 43 of the Charities Act 1993 (“the Act”). 
 
Respective responsibilities of the PCC and the examiner: 
 
As members of the PCC you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that the audit requirement 
of the Regulations and section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to issue 
this report on those accounts in accordance with the terms of the Regulations. 
 
Basis of independent examiner’s report: 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners under 
section 43(7)(b) of the Act and to be found in the Church guidance, 2006 edition.  That examination includes a review 
of the accounting records kept by the PCC and a comparison of the accounts with those records.  It also includes 
considering any usual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any 
such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and 
consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 
 
Independent examiner’s statement: 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention which gives me reasonable cause to believe that 
in any material respect of the requirements to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and to 
prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the regulations, as also contained in the 
Church Accounting Regulations have not been met; or to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to 
enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 
 


 
 
   
 
Signed  ………………………….                                                       13th March 2018 
 
Mr Timothy Pickford ACIB 
1 St Anne’s Villas 
School Hill, Soberton 
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St  Peter’s Church, Soberton - Annual Report for 2017 


 
BACKGROUND 
The Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956 as amended states that: it 
shall be the duty of the minister and the parochial church council to consult together 
on matters of general concern and importance to the parish. The functions of the 
parochial church councils shall include:- co-operation with the minister in promoting  
in the parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and 
ecumenical. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Members of the PCC are either ex-officio or elected by the annual parochial church 
meeting (APCM) in accordance with the Church Representation Rules. The PCC 
may decide to co-opt a limited number of other members as it considers necessary. 
 
During the year the following served as members of the PCC: 
 
Ex-officio Members: 
 
Interim Minister:    Rev Canon Nicholas Fennemore 
    
Churchwardens:    Mrs Louise McEwen  


                                                                   
Professor Duncan Colin-Jones 


                                                                       
Representatives on the Deanery Synod:       Mr Richard Blackburn 
      Mr David Hughes 
 


• Mr Norman Chapman is a member of the Diocesan Synod, Bishop’s Council 
& Lay Chair of Bishop’s Waltham Deanery Synod 


 
Elected members: 


Mr Richard Blackburn   
Mrs Caroline Rogers        (Safeguarding Officer)) 
Mr David Hughes 


            Mr Rob Scott                    (Treasurer) 
 Mr Norman Chapman       (Secretary) 
            Dr Jane Beardmore 
            Mrs Sophia Wheeler 
            Mrs Jane Salmon 
 
Standing Committee:                  
The Council appoints a Standing Committee, which usually meets between PCC 
meetings and which transacts any necessary business subject to the direction of the 
Council. There are two other Committees’ – The Church Room Management 
Committee and The Church Fete Committee. 


 
Electoral Roll Report - The number on the Electoral Roll at the end of 2017 is 44 
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Interim Priest-in-Charge Annual Report 
 


The Bishop of Portsmouth agreed to me becoming Interim Minister in January and I 
was licensed by the Archdeacon of the Meon during the morning Eucharist on the 
22nd January at St. Peter’s Church, Soberton. 
I was pleased to accept this role, albeit only working on a Sunday and Friday. I felt it 
gave the United Benefice some stability and leadership after so much uncertainty as 
to its future. For some time, there has been discussion about whether the Benefice 
should retain its 0.5 status or possibly link with the Parish of Hambledon to become a 
three-parish benefice with a full-time Priest-in-Charge. No decisions were made at 
diocesan level but informal discussions between Church Wardens of the three 
parishes took place during the year. In September the Bishop and Dean of 
Winchester asked me to become Cathedral Chaplain and Minor Canon. After much 
thought and prayer, I decided to accept this invitation. 
 
The parish aims to welcome and value everyone within the parish. Both Soberton 
and Newtown are engaged in the Diocesan Strategy: Live, Pray, Serve, and aims to 
“make disciples of Christ, grow the Church, equip people for long life learning and 
promote transformation of society.” 
 
Church attendance: 
The average attendance at services 16 and these numbers increase dramatically at 
special services and at major festivals. 
The School attended Holy Trinity Church on three occasions during the year. I 
attended and took assemblies once a month during my time in the parish. The 
School is a special place and links need to be maintained and strengthened in the 
future.  
Review: 
The Standing Committee met 5 times during the year. 
The PCC met 5 times during the year with an average attendance of 85% 
Baptisms 1 
Weddings 0 
Funerals  10 
Memorial Services 1 
Internment of ashes in the  Churchyard 5 
The annual fete was a great success again this year and it is wonderful to see so 
many of the local community involved in this hugely uplifting event. Many people are 
involved and particular thanks must go to the organizing committee for their 
dedication and enthusiasm. 
A Lent course and Advent course were held in Soberton parish and led by Jane 
Beardmore which members of HTN attended. 
The pastoral work of the parish has been one of the main focuses of my time in the 
benefice and I have endeavoured to visit the sick, either in hospital or at home, and 
where appropriate I have administered the sacraments to them. I have also visited 
those with other pastoral needs. I tried to carry out my duties as a parish priest to the 
best of my ability in the limited time I had available. 
There is an enormous amount of work that falls on the shoulders of Church Wardens 
and I would like to thank Duncan Colin-Jones and Louise McEwen for all the support 
they have given me, and for the work they have done during the course of this year in 
maintaining our church and community. They would not have been able to do this 
without the support of the PCC and many others. You know who you are, so thank 
you for all that you have done. 
Duncan Colin-Jones has done an enormous amount of work in making sure the 
fabric of St Peter’s Church is in good condition. I thank him for all that he has done in 
the Curl Chapel and liaising with all the necessary authorities to move the repairs 
forward.  
I also thank Norman Chapman, LLM, for all that he does in the community. 
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As you move into another year with some uncertainty and anxiety about the future 
please be assured of my prayers for you all. You are in good shape; encourage 
others to take on some responsibility and keep the faith burning brightly in the 
benefice. 
 
Canon Nicholas Fennemore 
 
 


 
 


  
 CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT  


 
Our church continues to provide a warm welcome to all who come to its services and 
activities, it is such an important part of what we do; many thanks to everyone who 
contributes and for our services especially  thanks to the sidesmen/women and to 
those who brew the coffee after the services – the time of chat and ‘getting to know 
you’ after each service is so warm and valuable.  
 
Interim Minister. 
Canon Nick Fennemore was appointed in January 2017 as our Interim Priest to help 
the benefice during the interregnum, spending just Fridays with us and leading 
Sunday services. He had a very positive impact on both parishes and our confidence 
grew. However, delays in finding a solution to our vacancy such as by linking with 
another parish meant that Canon Nick was uncertain about his future here and 
accepted a Minor Canon and Cathedral Chaplain post at Winchester Cathedral. We 
were all very disappointed at the thought of seeing him leave in view of his positive 
contributions to our parish, but the post at Winchester fitted well with his considerable 
expertise and was attractive to him. Many of our congregation went to his induction 
service at the Cathedral and wished him well. 
Services. 
Under the leadership of Canon Nick we changed service patterns with more joint 
services shared with Holy Trinity, and these have been good, enjoyed at both 
churches. ROCS has now become established, and it is a joy to have young families 
present when they can make it (see below). 
Vacancy   
Once more we are in a vacancy with Holy Trinity Newtown, and our Lay Minister, 
Norman Chapman again has stepped forward to take a leading role, as in the past. 
The Archdeacon, Gavin Collins, made it clear that our benefice should link with 
another parish to make a full time post, this would optimize getting a high calibre 
priest. Linking with Hambledon came to the fore as their Priest, Canon Robin Coutts 
was due to retire – and did so at the end of November. His post is to become a half 
time position, thus linking well with our benefice to enable funding of a full time post, 
and the six churchwardens from the three parishes started to meet from time to time 
to build a relationship.  How our parish links with others is vitally important and early 
in the New Year PCC meetings at all three parishes were held and the matter is 
being progressed.  
Children. 
The infants group was taken over by Mandy Cleeve. This group, now called 
“Sobertots”, meets every Tuesday morning at the Guide Hut and is flourishing.  The 
PCC agreed to lend toys and equipment to help. The link with the church is more 
tenuous now, but we do hope to keep that link, and Louise is keeping in contact. 
ROCS now meets on the 1st Sunday of the month with a wonderful team led by 
Jackie Hunt and Caroline Rogers. The children’s presentation of their ‘work’, with 
smiles on their faces is a joy to behold. We are very grateful to the team of parents 
who have taken on this responsibility so well it is now well established – additional 
helpers would always be welcome! 
Icon Course 







5 
 


Jackie Hunt kindly led two Icon painting courses both of which were deemed a huge 
success. They learn how to paint Icons with their symbolism and meaning. Jackie’s 
inspired teaching meant that they were a great success and more courses have been 
booked. It generated some income too. Thank you Jackie, brilliant. 
 
Fabric. 
A Faculty was obtained to replace the clerestory windows in the nave as they were 
rotting and collapsing, with 3 panes cracked across, and they have now been 
replaced in hardwood (accoya), treated and painted. They were expertly fitted by 
Coleborn and look good. This was generously funded by the Friends of St Peter’s – a 
huge thank you, wonderful.  
Unfortunately the south wall of the Curl chapel has moved over the years, rotating 
outwards resulting in a large vertical crack. Advice has been sought from our 
architect, Julian Livingstone, and he requested that we have the opinion of a 
structural engineer, Martin Kirby. Their reports have been joined to develop a plan for 
necessary works, and an application for a Faculty made, the principle being to 
improve drainage of the ground around the South Transept (it is constantly showing 
damp with algae growing in places), so as to make the ground more stable under the 
south wall. Then a U-shaped steel brace will be secured on the top of the walls 
internally to anchor the south wall.  The medieval paintings abut the crack and we are 
also having to seek a paintings conservator’s advice.  
Despite these problems, the cleaning team, led by Jo Chapman, do a great job every 
week and the church continues to look loved – and lovely. Thank you Duncan for 
installing a row of hooks to enable us to store the cleaning things safely behind the 
organ.   
Churchyard. 
Many thanks to John Lester and his team of helpers (Adrian Baskerville,  and 
Duncan Colin-Jones) who cut the grass and care for the churchyard, they do a 
splendid job, the church yard always looks well cared for.  The roofing  felt on the old 
shed has been replaced and is now sound. 
Church room. 
The meeting room has been well used, for church activities, such as meetings, the 
luncheon club (many thanks to Sandra Henderson, Denise Solman and Norman 
Chapman), and also for village activities such as the History society, Film club, Stitch 
and Chatter and Wives group. This all helps to keep the village aware of our church 
and its work. 
Fete. 
The Fete was once again outstanding. Nigel Whales led such a magnificent and 
large team of helpers so that there was much to see, do and enjoy. Tom Busher 
kindly allowed us to use the top of his field, Churchmeadow, and this enabled a wide 
variety of activities to take place. The Fete raised over £10,000 for the church and its 
success also emphasized how important it is to keep the church in the centre of 
village life. Nigel is looking to share the work-load of organising the Fete, which 
needs careful thought and prayer – and volunteers from the church community are 
being actively sought. 
General 
The money collected at Geoffrey Woods’ funeral was put to good use.  We had a 
large wooden collection plate made with a small brass plate on the base with 
Geoffrey’s dates inscribed on it.   This was dedicated on March 5th and will be used 
on special occasions.  It was our turn to host the Harvest Festival this year.  We 
asked everyone to bring things for the Food Bank in Bishops Waltham.  This proved 
very successful.  The Harvest lunch took place in the Village Hall.    
Rev Sandra had obtained a grant from the Diocese for some highly coloured well 
insulated floor covering for the Curl chapel to make it more child friendly. Since her 
retirement the PCC felt that we had more than we needed, and we were able to give 
some of the floor covering to Rev Edwina Fennemore’s church in Leigh Park where it 
has been put to good use. 
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 The Nine Lessons and Carols this year was as popular as ever.  On Christmas Eve, 
the church was packed, standing room only and the children performed their part in 
the nativity story even better than usual, it was a lovely service, all agreed.  
Many help in different and important ways: Gift Aid is an important part of the 
church’s income, this continues to be effectively dealt with by Liz Whales; Joe 
Goodlad, “ the organist” has been such a wonderful contributor to our music and 
services, and his playing just gets better and better. He is off to University next 
autumn; congratulations, Joe, and our thanks and very best wishes.  Jennie 
Blackburn, “the flowers”, and her skilled team undertake the beautiful floral displays 
every week, they are just lovely, thank you all so much. 
 Noel and Penny Evans and the great team of bell ringers support us so loyally and 
wonderfully, thank you. We are all so blessed to have such support and are most 
grateful to all who keep the church looking good, cared for and attractive so as to 
encourage everyone to enter, perhaps to pray and worship.  
So we should like to express our thanks to all who have been helping this last year in 
so many different ways. And especially our thanks to Norman who once more is 
showing his dedication. 
 
Louise McEwen and Duncan Colin-Jones, Churchwardens. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
The PCC met on five occasions during 2017 and the Standing Committee met on six 
occasions, usually one week before the PCC 
 
Norman Chapman – PCC Secretary 
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 2017 
Overview of 2017 
The accounts for St Peter’s realised a surplus of £5K at 31 Dec 17.  This was 
higher than anticipated as various maintenance projects had yet to be 
completed and expenditure was lower than expected.  Overall, receipts were 
slightly lower than in 2016; regular donations were lower but there was a 
corresponding increase in ad hoc donations and a welcome 6% increase in 
collections taken. The fete did well, raising a net total of just over £13K from 
which a donation of £1,250 was made to the Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Wildlife Trust towards the purchase of St Clair’s Water Meadow. Income from 
weddings (nil) and funerals was low, resulting in an overall deficit in the 
Sequestration account.  The latter offsets the costs of the interim priest-in-
charge and other clergy against assigned fees normally payable to the 
Diocese; in this case, I have claimed the net deficit of £1,834.34 from the 
Diocese but doubt we’ll receive the full amount as they’re quibbling! 
Investments have continued to fare well.  The Restoration Fund – which 
retains interest payments – increased its market value by nearly 12% and the 
Silver Fund by almost 7%; interest income from the latter increasing 
proportionately.  Overall net assets increased by 9.6% during the year.  
Unrestricted funds currently stand at £42,948.34 with Restricted at 
£107,093.31 - £151,875.99 in total if the full claim for £1,834.34 is received 
from the Diocese. 
Future challenges 
Ongoing investigations into damp and the crack in wall of the Curll Chapel are 
likely to incur considerable expenditure during 2018 which is reflected in a 
forecast deficit of over £20K.  Fortunately, this should be containable within 
cash funds without having to liquidate M&G Charifund investments. 
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The annual fete remains the most significant source of annual income (c ⅓) 
which reinforces the need for close PCC involvement in its management.  The 
current Chairman of the Fete Committee has been seeking a relief for some 
time without success and it remains to be seen whether a more shared, 
committee approach will prove successful. In any event, a new Chairman is 
still urgently required. 
Although St Peter’s continues to be well supported by some generous donors, 
the actual number still represents a relatively small proportion of parishioners.   
The last stewardship campaign took place over the Christmas period 2012/13 
and, although cashflow is not a pressing concern at the moment, a gentle 
campaign to broaden the regular donor base might now be appropriate. 
For the first time (ever?) our Parish Share has decreased for 2018, by £188!  
Unfortunately, this is probably due to reduced average weekly attendance 
figures. 
 
Rob Scott 
 


 
Flower-arrangers’  Report     
 
We started our Flower-arrangers’ year on March 10th 2017 with a flower-arranging 
demonstration given by Helen McGarry, head of the flower-arrangers at Winchester 
Cathedral. Helen generously donated her time to give a very interesting and enjoyable 
talk to our own arrangers at St. Peter’s, those at Holy Trinity, Newtown and other 
friends, in the Church Rooms. Ticket sales, and a raffle of flowers at the end raised a 
good sum, shared between the Cathedral and St.Peter’s arrangers . This sum is 
enabling us to purchase Easter lilies for the main arrangements at Easter 2018, and 
hopefully two further Easters. 
I am, as ever, extremely grateful to the twenty-two willing and generous members of 
our team for their participation in beautifying our church week in and week out, and at 
the special festivals. Their efforts are always commented upon and very much-
appreciated by the congregation and visitors alike, which I happily pass on to them 
all, along with my own thanks. 
 
Jennie Blackburn 
 
 
 
Lent and Advent Courses in 2017 
 
Two series of courses were held with the York Course for Lent looking at “Receiving 
Christ in 5 Different Ways” and a mixed approach for Advent merging two courses, 
one by Rev Lucy Winkett “So what are you waiting for?” along with two sessions on 
John 1 – the One True Light.  As each meeting could stand alone, numbers varied 
but up to 12 Soberton and Newtown parishioners and others from outside the 
benefice attended at any one time for informal discussion and prayer, bible study and 
fellowship and of course coffee and biscuits!  
 
Jane Beardmore 
 
REPORT FROM THE DEANERY SYNOD 
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The Deanery Synod held four meetings during 2017 which were chaired either by 
Gregg Mensingh, the Area Dean, or Norman Chapman, the Lay Chair. Our parish’s 
representatives at the meetings were David Hughes and Richard Blackburn. 
The thread which ran through all the meetings was the planning for, and 
implementation of, various Diocesan, Deanery and even Archdiocesan initiatives  e.g. 
LyCiG, Live Pray Serve, Thy Kingdom Come 
 alongside the recurring ongoing activities of the Hackney Link and the Wiawso 
(Ghana) Link. 
There was quite a strong general feeling that we were trying to do too much too 
quickly which, particularly in our situation of a long-standing vacancy, was difficult 
to implement. 
January meeting – Meonstoke 
The highlight of the meeting was a lively presentation by Ben Mizen, the Youth and 
Children’s Work Adviser, entitled ‘Pray, Bake, Read’, a simple approach to recognise 
schools, grow relationships and encourage unconditional giving. Many local teachers 
and school governors were present. 
The Wiawso Link was ‘relaunched’ with the proposal that parishes should be 
‘clustered’ so that wider benefits, and changes in personnel over time, could be better 
managed. 
The Deanery LyCiG courses were planned for May in Curdridge. 
New clergy appointments were reported: Jane Isaac as Vicar and Rector of Shedfield 
and Wickham and Nick Fennemore as Interim Minister in Soberton and Newtown. 
May meeting – Botley 
Mary Burgess’s death was noted and her faithful service to the Deanery remembered 
with thanks. 
The Christian Aid walk was recommended for support, in person or by contribution. 
The Deanery LyCiG meetings were deferred to Jan/ Feb 2018 because of other 
clashing events. 
Parish initiatives: the Vicar of Southwick and Boarhunt explained their difference 
from the rest of the Deanery as ‘Peculiars’, the last outside the Royal family. They 
worked to different structures from the other churches in the Deanery and could 
sometimes appear remote and disinterested; but this was not the case. 
July meeting-Curdridge 
Clergy: Rev Samantha Martell appointed as Assistant Curate in the Meon Bridge 
benefice. 
Wiawso: Canon Graham Morris was visiting Ghana in October and would request 
from Bishop Abraham details of his parishes for matching with our clusters. He would 
give a presentation to the Deanery in November on his visit and progress. 
Some members expressed some doubts about the feasibility/advisability of this project 
but all agreed to hear what Canon Morris had to say to us before jumping to any 
conclusions. 
Sue Wells presented an update of the progress of the Hackney Link which was 
continuing to be greatly appreciated by the many congregations which we met in 
Hackney. 
The Shedfield Treasurer proposed a motion that parishes which had long vacancies 
should be able to pay less Parish share as they were not providing for an incumbent. 
On a vote this was carried by 17-7 and referred to the Diocesan Synod. No response 
has yet been presented to the Synod meetings. 
October meeting – Bishops Waltham 
Norman Chapman was reappointed nem con to the Lay Chair for his second three-
year term. 
LyCiG: situation updated and film clip shown. Members requested to encourage 
parishioners to attend the lectures – they were not intended just for PCC members. 
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Hackney Link: Rev. Norman Chatfield, who had been the driver of the H L for many 
years, gave a detailed report with illustrations of the Walk of Prayer in August. Synod 
was reminded that the current three-year programme of grants to Hackney will end in 
2018 and a review of the Link would be required. Furthermore, Norman will be 
stepping down from his Hackney responsibilities in 2018; he was formally 
thanked and applauded for his excellent work over the years. 
Meon Valley Food Bank: more contributions are required, with deposit points 
in several local supermarkets. 
 
Richard Blackburn  
 
Icon Painting Courses 2017 
 
Following on from the courses that were successfully run in 2016, two more 5 
day courses were run in July and August 2017. 
The first course was to paint Christ Pantocrator, a traditional image of Christ 
familiar to many. The second course was to paint an icon of Mother of God, 
Hodegetria, again this is a very important image in both Orthodox and western 
Christian churches. 
Students for the courses came from as far afield as Somerset and then more 
locally from Winchester and Southampton. 
On the Friday at the end of the painting week Canon Nick Fennemore held a 
service to bless the icons. This was an opportunity for the students to invite 
their friends and family and to share their work. 
My thanks go to Canon Nick Fennemore and the PCC for their support. 


Jackie Hunt 


 
Church Cleaners 
 
The Church cleaners are brilliant - they keep the church looking beautiful and clean, 
and never seem to forget their date for cleaning. 
We have a few more helpers this year so I think it will be easier and not too frequent 
for everyone. Please, when you are cleaning will you kindly check the brass work. 
We also hope to have an Autumn Clean in 2018, I will let you know the date soon, 
and hope you are able to assist with that 
Thank you for all you do – I couldn’t do it without you all    
 
 Jo Chapman 


 
  
Safeguarding Report  
 
St Peter’s had 11 DBS post holders, plus 4 shared DBS post holders Holy Trinity 
Newtown. There are 3 scheduled certificate renewals for the coming year. 
 
In line with Diocese Guidelines the Leadership team for Children’s Week, seasonal 
workshops, and other regular church activities include a minimum of one DBS 
cleared volunteer. For 2017, Children’s Week had over 50 adult volunteers, and all 
were given a Safeguarding and Health & Safety briefing alongside completing a 
Confidential Declaration Form. 
I would recommend that the main leadership team for each outreach event and the 
ROCs (the Sunday School) team complete the on-line safeguarding training from the 
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Diocese. This training is excellent and would enable the events to be safe spaces for 
our young members to enjoy. 
 
The Good Neighbours Group have had steady driver numbers, and in line with their 
renewal policy, there is only one expected renewal next year. 
 
The PCC have not yet adopted a Lone Working Policy or a Policy for Pastoral Visits. 
There are required by the Diocese to be in place, under the Good Practice 
Guidelines and the Guideline from the Bishop. These Policies should be considered 
a Priority for the coming year. 
 
I have stepped down as the Parish Safeguarding Officer and Jane Beardmore has 
kindly agreed to take on the post from the New Year. Jane ( as Safeguarding Officer) 
and I ( as Sunday School Leader) will be attending Safeguarding and Safer 
Recruitment training in the new year.  
 
Caroline Rogers 
 
ROCs Report  
 
ROCs is the Children’s Sunday School at St Peter’s, and meets on the first Sunday 
of the month (excluding August). 
There have been steady attendance at ROCs this year and we have an average of 6 
children per session. For the celebration weekends we can get as many as 14, as the 
regular children are visited by church member’s grandchildren, and on one occasion 
the children from the Baptism during the service. 
During the year we have had new session leaders: Andrew & Katherine Graham, 
Naomi Ambrose and Rachael & Ollie Thompson. In accordance with Diocese 
guideline they were all accompanied by a DBS leader and hopefully they will 
continue on the rota for sessions, and therefore will need to undertake DBS checks. 
All the new leaders have been great and have added to the variety and enthusiasm 
of ROCs, and it has meant that each leader can do a session every 4-5 months. 
ROCs are extremely grateful for the continued support and commitments from 
Sophia Wheeler, Mark & Charlotte Cooper and Jane Salmon.  
The 2017 Christmas workshop was once again a success – with over 30 children 
attending. This year we had more teens helping, 12 in all, and this proved to be a big 
hit with the younger participants. Due to time restraints, we did not offer lunch, 
although this didn’t seem to affect the number attending. 
The Christmas Crib Service again had a full church, with a new script and format, 
although the ending didn’t change! There is a lack of older children willing to 
participate in the service and we are looking at how we might get them more involved 
next year. 
 
ROCs Lead –Caroline Rogers 
 
Children’s Week 2017 –“Around the World” 
 
We had 63 children participating and along with the 20 teenage helpers and a 
selection of adults from the 50+ volunteering through the week they were divided into 
8 groups named after different Countries, As you can imagine, co-ordinating them all 
proved to be a mammoth task. 
Throw in half dozen activities, a day trip out, the Thursday trail and some Friday 
afternoon games, and you can see that we were busy for the whole week. The 
leadership team pulled out all the stops to blend it into a seamless journey Around 
the World, and seeing the smiling faces on Friday evening meant the week was a 
success. 
All the teens and helpers were given in Safeguarding and Health & Safety brief in mid 
July and given advanced notice of the main challenges for the week: Giant models, 
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Country flags, a short country background and the Presentations to parents on the 
Friday. This has proved a successful formula in previous years and once again 
enabled group leaders to start the week prepared. 
Our Wednesday trip was to Birdworld, looking at the different birds and small 
mammals from across the globe and seeing if we could spot those from our group 
countries. Each group was able to take part in an Encounter session and meet up 
close some friendly residents of Birdworld. Despite it raining ALL day, everyone had 
a fun time, and no-one got left behind! 
It was with some sadness that this year we said ‘Good Bye’ and ‘Thank You’ to Josie 
Cleeve. Josie has helped at Children’s Week for a long time and has now decided to 
stop. We are hoping she will not resist the urge to pop in next year and see what we 
are up to, but we will miss her, her cheery smile and her strong hold on our purse 
strings! 
Next year’s dates are all set: Tuesday 24th July to Friday 27th July  
(Monday being a school day!),   and preparations are just beginning. 
A huge thank you to everyone who was involved in 2017, behind the scenes as well 
as in front; without these enthusiastic helpers and paint pot washers, Children’s 
Week could not happen. So if you fancy helping out for 2018 do let us know. 
 
Children Week Leadership Team 
Caroline Barfoot, Caroline Rogers, Sarah Page, Su Lancashire, Amanda Collins and 
Sue Wells. 
 
June 2017  - Church Fete Day 
 
The culmination of 6 months planning with an active team and the result was another 
enjoyable and profitable day for St Peter’s.  This year a local postman of long 
standing and a friend to the many villagers that he serves, was proud to open the 
fete.  His proud service to the military, the Post Office and Soberton was the root of 
his homily.  The PO’s house magazine staff attended to capture the moment and 
later, as Postie Martin toured the stalls.  
The Droxford Fire Engine and crew (inc several villagers) were in evidence again, 
after many a year, with their shiny new engine and uniforms.  While the usual ‘fun of 
the fair’ was enjoyed with both new and other familiar favourite stalls and games on 
display.  The donkey rides and Bouncy Castle kept the young children & parents 
fascinatingly absorbed; meanwhile others took Tea and listened to the ever 
improving Soberton Strummers.  The Tuggo teams, and dancers from Newtown 
school and separately, Roynon Dance, entertained the crowds; delighting with their 
skill and the effort of their performances.  The Grand Draw and Auction eventually 
rounded off the afternoon, before all the rigging and erectors’ efforts of the morning 
was reversed and the clear up began.  Well done, as always, to all the ‘unseen’ 
helpers!  Meanwhile, The White Lion’s band struck-up to play for villagers and visitors 
who stopped to celebrate, commiserate or just enjoy a drink, as reward for their well-
earned efforts. The benefit in kind was £13, 500.  It was another well-earned total, to 
keep St Peter’s body and soul together for another year. But change is afoot. 
 
Nigel Whales             
 
 
Bell Ringers Report for year ending Dec 2017. 


 
 


Our tower membership remains at nine although Caroline has not been available for most 
of the year due to foot problems. During the year it was decided that as sufficient members 
were not able to attend our Tuesday practice evenings on a regular basis, we should 
discontinue practice sessions. However I am pleased to report that Sunday ringing has 
continued to be enthusiastically supported. Also a group of bell ringers from within the 
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district have continued to use the tower once or twice a month throughout the year for some 
“advanced” ringing on Tuesday evenings. 


 
The tower AGM was held on 11th January with seven members present. The tower captain 
was chairman. The treasurer reported the bell ringer’s account was in credit and it was 
agreed that funds are available for necessary ongoing maintenance. The chairman stated 
that the ringers unlock the west tower door on Sundays, as the door is a fire exit, and that it 
is the churchwardens’ responsibility to lock the door after the service. However the door has 
again, on a number of occasions, been found unlocked at a later time.  
A professional has renovated the “1884 peal plaque” in the tower. The lettering has been 
repainted and the inscription is now clearly legible. Also some maintenance has been 
carried out in the bell chamber. Old nuts and more split pins have been replaced in the bell 
mechanisms and the clapper of the No 2 bell repaired. This required the cutting and 
welding of a new thread to the clapper staple.  


 
For our annual outing we visited towers at Old Alresford, Micheldever and Wonston. With 
lunch at Sutton Scotney this again proved to be a very sociable and enjoyable outing. 


 
An “open tower” was held in June for the Friends of St Peter’s. Members climbed the spiral 
stairway to the bell chamber and given a history of the bells and bell ringing methods. 


 
We are pleased to report that bells were rung for most of the Sunday services throughout 
the year and also Easter and Christmas services.  
 
Noel Evans 
 
 
The Church Rooms. 
The rooms continue to be a good, and warm, asset for the church community. It is 
regularly used for meetings, lunch club, stitch and chatter and, crucially, coffee and 
fellowship after services. With other village groups, including Film Club, History 
Society, Ladies Group and a small number of external partakers also using the 
rooms, there were over 100 bookings in 2017. The office has been invaluable whilst 
conducting church business.  
Hitherto there was only a fridge in the kitchen. This has been replaced by a 
fridge/freezer kindly donated by The Lunch Club. It has recently been necessary to 
replace the toilet cistern and a tap in the lavatory otherwise everything is in good 
working order. 
 
Liz Whales 
 
  
Choir Report  
3 of us sing regularly at St Peter's.  We have been wonderfully accompanied by Joe 
Goodlad, our very accomplished organist during the year. 
Our augmented choir sang at two funerals early on in 2017.  The first funeral on 
March 1st was for Joan Cleeve. Joan sang in the Newtown and Soberton choirs until 
her 80th birthday when she decided to retire!  We sang to a packed church in Holy 
Trinity, we will miss you Joan enormously.  The second funeral held on March 31st at 
St Peter's was for Mary Burgess.  Mary and her family had lived in Soberton for many 
years.  Mary moved to Wickham but always attended Holy Trinity and St Peter's.  St 
Peter's was packed.  We were joined by the Botley choir.  It was an uplifting service. 
We had a good number in the choir for Harvest and the Nine Lessons and Carols.  We 
would welcome some new members to our choir! 
Louise McEwen' 
 
Organ          
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 I Ihave been playing the organ at Soberton for almost four years now and I 
have thoroughly enjoyed it! I really appreciate all the kind compliments I get 
every week, everyone is very supportive, and it really motivates me with my 
development as an aspiring young musician. The choir have been fantastic to 
play with as they make an amazing sound week in week out and are a 
pleasure to work with. I’d particularly like to say thank you to Louise and 
Norman who have really helped develop my experience accompanying 
different pieces such as Psalms, Mass Settings and Anthems. Although I am 
heading off to Bristol after the summer I am thoroughly looking forward to 
coming back to play in holidays. ’ 
 
Joseph Goodlad 
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St PETER’s CHURCH, SOBERTON  


 


NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
For the year ended 31 December 2017 


 
 ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
 The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Church Accounting Regulations together 


with applicable accounting standards and the Charities SORP. The financial statements have been 
prepared under the historical cost convention except for investment assets, which are shown at market value. 


 
 Funds 
  
 General funds represent the funds of the PCC that are not subject to any restrictions regarding their use and are 


available on application for the general purposes of the PCC.  These include funds designated for a particular 
purpose by the PCC. 


 The purpose of any restricted funds is noted in the accounts.  The accounts include transactions, assets and 
liabilities for which the PCC can be held responsible.  They do not include the accounts of church groups that 
owe an affiliation to another body nor those that are informal gatherings of church members. 


 
 Incoming resources 
 
 Voluntary income and capital sources: 
 Collections are recognised when made. 
 Income tax recoverable on gift aid donation is recognised when received. 
 Grants and legacies to the PCC are accounted for as soon as the PCC is notified of its entitlement and the likely 


amount due. 
 Other ordinary income: 
 Rental income from the letting of church premises is accounted for when earned. 
 Income from investment: 
 Dividends and interest are accounted for when due. 
 Investment gains and losses: 
 Realised gains or losses are recognised when investments are sold.  Unrealised gains or losses are accounted 


for on revaluation of investments at 31st December. 
 
 Application of Resources 
 
 Grants: 
 Grants and donations are accounted for when paid. 
 Costs directly related to the work of the Church: 
 The diocesan quota or parish share is accounted for when payable and any quota unpaid at 31st December is 


shown as a creditor in the Balance Sheet. 
 Consecrated land and building and moveable church furnishings: 
 Consecrated and beneficed property is excluded from the accounts by S96(2)(C) of the Charities Act 1993. 
 No value is placed on moveable church furnishings held by the churchwardens on special trust for the PCC and 


which require a faculty for disposal since the PCC considers this to be an inalienable property.  All expenditure 
incurred during the year on consecrated or beneficed buildings and moveable church furnishings, whether 
maintenance or improvement, is written off. 


 Other fixtures, fittings and office equipment: 
 Equipment used within the church premises is depreciated on a straight line basis over four years.  Individual 


items of equipment with a purchase price of £1,000 or less are written off in the period in which the asset is 
acquired. 


 Investments: 
 Investments are valued at market value at 31st December. 
 Current assets: 
 Amounts owing to the PCC at 31st December in respect of fees, rents or other income are shown as debtors 


less any provision for amounts that may prove uncollectible. 
 
 Cash at bank includes cash held on deposit either with the Central Board of Finance or at the bank.                     
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St PETER’s CHURCH, SOBERTON  


 


INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS' REPORT 
to the members of St Peter’s Soberton PCC 


 
 


This report on the financial statements of St Peter’s Soberton for the year ended 31 December 
2017 is in respect of an examination carried out in accordance with the Church Accounting 
Regulations 2006 (“the Regulations”) and  section 43 of the Charities Act 1993 (“the Act”). 
 
Respective responsibilities of the PCC and the examiner: 
 
As members of the PCC you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that 
the audit requirement of the Regulations and section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does 
not apply.  It is my responsibility to issue this report on those accounts in accordance with the terms 
of the Regulations. 
 
Basis of independent examiner’s report: 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commissioners under section 43(7)(b) of the Act and to be found in the Church guidance, 2006 
edition.  That examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the PCC and a 
comparison of the accounts with those records.  It also includes considering any usual items or 
disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such 
matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an 
audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 
 
Independent examiner’s statement: 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 


(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect of the 
requirements 


 
• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and  
• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the 


requirements of the Act and the Regulations 
 
 have not been met; or 
 
 (2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached. 
 


  
 
Signed on original                                                                         Date: 19/03/2018 
 
John Jack  FCMA  
 Glenfield 
Midlington Road 
Droxford 
Hampshire 
SO32 3PD                                                      - 5 - 
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St Peter's Church, Soberton 
Financial Statement for Year ended 31 December 2017


Receipts & Payments Account Unrestricted Designated Restricted Total Total Budget Note
Receipts Funds Funds Funds 2017 2016 2018 Ref
Bell Fund (net) -£                  -£                  -£              -£              -£                      -£             A
Book Fund (net) -£                  -£                  -£              -£                      -£             A
Choir Fund (net) -£                  -£                  -£              -£              -£                      -£             A
Church Rooms (net) 615.00£            -£                  -£              615.00£        225.00£                600.00£       
Collections 6,269.60£         -£                  -£              6,269.60£    5,881.23£             6,000.00£    
Dividends/Interest 2,394.14£         -£                  -£              2,394.14£    2,275.00£             2,000.00£    
Donations (ad hoc) 3,096.50£         -£                  90.00£          3,186.50£    1,608.00£             2,000.00£    
Donations (regular) 7,517.00£         -£                  50.00£          7,567.00£    8,172.00£             7,500.00£    
Fete (net) 11,941.79£       -£                  -£              11,941.79£  10,091.59£           8,000.00£    
Flower Fund (net) -£                  104.00£            -£              104.00£        -£                      -£             
Gift Aid 2,875.56£         -£                  -£              2,875.56£    3,043.31£             2,750.00£    
Icon painting course (net) -£                  1,540.40£         -£              1,540.40£    996.49£                -£             A
Sequestration account (net) -£                  1,170.24-£         -£              1,170.24-£    664.10£                -£             A
Weddings/Funerals (net) 1,571.00£         -£                  -£              1,571.00£    4,947.00£             1,500.00£    
Total Receipts 36,280.59£       474.16£            140.00£        36,894.75£  37,903.72£           30,350.00£  
Payments
Benefice Assistant (net) -£                  -£                  -£              -£              242.67£                -£             L
Deanery fees & other subscriptions -£                  -£                  -£              -£              356.90£                110.00£       
Insurance 1,721.72£         -£                  -£              1,721.72£    2,448.40£             1,800.00£    
Maintenance/repairs 4,719.37£         -£                  -£              4,719.37£    2,018.17£             25,000.00£  
Miscellaneous/Requisites 983.82£            -£                  -£              983.82£        2,074.95£             1,000.00£    B
Music/Organ 1,458.80£         -£                  -£              1,458.80£    1,714.88£             1,500.00£    
Parish Share 19,643.00£       -£                  -£              19,643.00£  19,078.00£           19,455.00£  
Telephone/Water/Electricity (Utilities) 3,302.87£         -£                  -£              3,302.87£    2,512.23£             3,500.00£    B
Vicar's expenses 56.12-£              -£                  -£              56.12-£          222.24£                -£             
Total Payments 31,773.46£       -£                  -£              31,773.46£  30,668.44£           52,365.00£  
Excess of Receipts over Payments 4,507.13£         474.16£            -£              5,121.29£    7,235.28£             22,015.00-£  


Statement of Assets and Liabilities Unrestricted Designated Restricted Total Total Note
Cash Funds Funds Funds Funds 2017 2016 Ref
Lloyds Current Account 14,684.74£       -£                  -£              14,684.74£  11,031.65£           
Lloyds Restoration Account -£                  -£                  8,803.81£    8,803.81£    9,585.51£             


14,684.74£       -£                  8,803.81£    23,488.55£  20,617.16£           
Investments & Assets
M&G Charifund (Silver Fund) -£                  -£                  £48,982.25 £48,982.25 £45,783.92 D/F
M&G Charifund (Restoration Fund) -£                  -£                  £44,428.43 £44,428.43 £39,621.84  D/G
CCLA Deposit Account 28,263.60£       -£                  -£              28,263.60£  28,184.29£           H
CCLA Fixed Interest Securities -£                  -£                  633.26£        633.26£        639.73£                D/F
CCLA Steeve Graves Trust Fund -£                  -£                  149.36£        149.36£        150.62£                D/F
CCLA Bashford Churchyard Fund -£                  -£                  4,066.20£    4,066.20£    3,741.79£             D/F
Total Investments 28,263.60£       -£                  98,259.50£  ########## 118,122.19£         
Fixed Asset - Church Green -£                  -£                  30.00£          30.00£          30.00£                  E
Due from Holy Trinity -£                  -£                  -£              -£              426.21£                B/C
Claim from Diocese (Sequestration account) -£                  1,834.34£         -£              1,834.34£    -£                      K
Total Investments & Assets 42,948.34£       1,834.34£         ########## ########## 139,195.56£         


Liabilities
Sundry Creditors -£                  -£                  -£              -£              664.10£                K
Total Liabilities -£                  -£                  -£              -£              664.10£                


Balance (Assets less Liabilities) 42,948.34£       1,834.34£         ########## ########## 138,531.46£         


Approved by Soberton Parochial Church Council on 28 March 2018 and signed on its behalf by:


signed on original signed on original signed on original


Chairman Churchwarden Churchwarden
Mr Richard Blackburn Mrs Louise McEwen Professor Duncan Colin-Jones


Notes:-
The financial statements of the PCC have been prepared in accordance with the Church Accounting Regulations 2006 using the R&P basis.  
The following notes relate to column H above:
A.   Held within Lloyds Unrestricted account: current accrued balances as follows:
      (1)  Bell Fund:                                         £180.00
      (2)  Book Fund:                                         £51.77
      (3)  Choir Fund:                                       £301.37
      (4)  Flower Fund                                      £104.00
      (5)  Icon Course:                                   £2,536.89
      (6)  Sequestration account:                   -£1,834.34
B.   Elements recoverable from Holy Trinity (nil for 2017).
C.   Half recoverable from Holy Trinity (nil for 2017).
D.   Market value.
E.   Nominal.
F.   Income Shares - dividends paid into Lloyds Current Account.
G.   Accumulation Shares - dividends retained.
H.   Interest retained.
K.   Assigned fees less clergy expenses during Vacancy.
L.    Final payment on cessation of Benefice Assistant post.
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